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(NAPSA)—Even better than
serving up delicious food, many
cooks contend, is finding an easy
way to prepare it.
For example, here’s a recipe for

One-Bowl Peach and Blueberry
Cobbler that could be the easiest
cobbler you’ll ever make. Simply
throw all the ingredients in an
oven-safe dish and top with any
fruit you have on hand. The result
is warm fruit comfortably nestled
in soft pillows of dough. Serve
with whipped cream or a scoop of
vanilla ice cream.

One-Bowl Peach and
Blueberry Cobbler

Prep time: 5 minutes; hands-off
cooking time: 30 minutes; serves 4.

1⁄4 cup butter, melted
1 cup buttermilk pancake
mix

1⁄2 cup sugar
1⁄2 cup milk
3 cups sliced peaches (fresh,
frozen or canned, such as
jarred peaches in light
syrup

1⁄2 cup blueberries, fresh or
frozen

1⁄4 tsp ground cinnamon
(optional)

1. Preheat oven to 375˚F.
2. Select an 8 x 8-inch

square ovenproof dish or a
glass 9-inch pie plate for the
cobbler. (If you’re feeding a
crowd, double the recipe and
use a 9 x 13-inch baking dish.)
Melt butter right in the baking

dish and use it as a mixing
bowl.
3. Add pancake mix, sugar

and milk to melted butter. Stir
with a fork until just com-
bined. Batter will be lumpy—
do not overmix.
4. Scatter peaches and

blue berries evenly over batter.
Lightly sprinkle cinnamon
evenly on top.
5. Bake for 30 minutes or

until light golden brown.

You can use apples, pears,
plums or mixed berries. Frozen or
canned fruit works just as well as
fresh fruit in this recipe, which
can be found in the book “Cooking
With All Things Trader Joe’s” by
Deana Gunn and Wona Miniati.
The cookbook features easy re c -
ipes that use everyday, budget-
friendly ingredients and time-sav-
ing shortcuts. 

Learn More
For more tips and recipes, visit

www.cookingwithtraderjoes.com.

A Delicious Quick-Fix Cobbler 

This peachy cobbler combines
warm fruit and soft dough. Serve
with whipped cream or a scoop
of vanilla ice cream.

(NAPSA)—For a fun and fes-
tive gathering that won’t break
the bank, all you need are a few
key style elements to put a new
spin on a classic cocktail party.
Just follow these simple tips for
the right décor, tasty treats and
delectable drinks to help you cre-
ate a memorable night for your
guests.

Divine Décor
Transforming your home into a

chic metropolitan cocktail lounge is
simple with the right decorative
touches. Lighting is an essential
element—place simple white tea
lights and tall candles throughout
the room to create a warm glow.
Next, set your tables with chic
black tablecloths and silver accents
to bring the lounge vibe to life. 

Savory Snacks
When throwing a cocktail

party, experiment with a variety
of small finger foods that are
quick to prepare and easy to enjoy.
Try toasting pita bread and cut
into triangles to serve with your
favorite hummus or vegetable
spread. For a more flavorful treat,
create a cheese and antipasti plat-
ter with an assortment of your
favorite cheeses on a serving
board accompanied by roasted red
peppers, olives and a basket of
assorted crackers.

Creative Cocktails
A common misconception when

throwing a cocktail party is that
your bar must be stocked with
several different liquors to meet
all of your guests’ taste prefer-
ences; however, this doesn’t have
to be the case. For an affordable
bar setup, start with one great
versatile spirit around which you
can build a variety of drinks, such
as New Amsterdam Straight Gin.
It’s so smooth you can drink it

straight, and with its refreshing
citrus flavors and subtle juniper
notes, the gin blends well with
fresh fruits and spices to make
simple yet impressive cocktails. 
Try this innovative recipe cre-

ated by New York City-based mas-
ter mixologist Alex Ott for a
unique sipping experience. 

Union Square

2 oz. New Amsterdam
Straight Gin®

2 strawberries
1 sprig of basil
2 oz. fresh lime juice
2 oz. fresh lemon juice
1 oz. simple syrup

Muddle strawberries with
the basil until fully mashed,
add all other ingredients and
shake with ice. Strain into a
martini glass and garnish
with a strawberry.

To guarantee your guests have an
unforgettable evening, give them a
set of martini glasses and cocktail
recipe cards so they can re-create
their own gin cocktails at home. For
more information and cocktail recipes,
visit www.newamsterdamgin.com.

Adding A New Twist To A Traditional Cocktail Party

(NAPSA)—As more Americans
consider returning to the home-
buying market, many are looking
for tips to simplify the process.
Mortgage lenders say prospec-

tive homebuyers should plan
ahead, understand the available
loan options and determine what
they can reasonably afford.
Lenders offer the following advice:
• Determine where homeown-

ership fits into larger financial
plans.
• Prioritize homeownership

among any other financial goals.
• Sit down with a bank loan

officer to discuss financial readi-
ness for homeownership.
• Meet with a real estate profes-

sional to discuss listings in the area.
• Build a cash reserve by set-

ting up a special savings account
earmarked for a down payment. 
• Manage debt. Credit scores

can affect the interest rate that is
paid on a mortgage and the type
of loan a borrower can qualify for.
• Understand the mortgage

before signing any contracts. 
To help its borrowers under-

stand the terms of their loan,
Bank of America Home Loans has
begun offering the Clarity Com-
mitment™, a one-page loan sum-
mary, including terms and infor-
mation about closing costs,
written in plain language.
“The move represents our

pledge to lend responsibly and to

help customers be successful
homeowners,” says Matt Vernon,
enterprise sales executive at the
bank, which now originates and
services one out of every five home
loans in the United States.

For More Information
Prospective homebuyers can

participate in a personalized
interactive simulation of the home
loan process as part of the Bank of
America Home Loan Guide (avail-
able at bankofamerica.com/home
loans), a new tool that helps con-
sumers understand the criteria
that drive lenders’ decisions, steps
they can take to be more success-
ful in the search for the right
home loan, and how a home loan
fits into their budget and total
financial picture. 

New Tools Educate Consumers On Homebuying Process

Online tools, borrower education
and easy-to-understand loans
can help homebuyers make
responsible financial decisions.

(NAPSA)—A great vacation
doesn’t have to require a lot of
money. Something as fun and easy
as camping at the nearest state or
national park can save you some
cash as you relax with the whole
family. Try these tips: 
Choosing The Perfect Spot 
With a little research you can

probably find a free or low-cost
campground not too far from
home. Many offer hiking trails
that appeal to different ages and
levels of experience, from begin-
ner to advanced. State and
national parks often provide
nature maps for self-guided
tours, and some even have nature
centers with formal programs led
by rangers who can teach you
about local plants and animals. 
Many parks include rivers

and lakes for additional recre-
ation. Fishing and canoeing are
popular pastimes, so inquire
ahead about fishing licenses and
boat rentals. The more adventur-
ous might want to try rafting or
even kayaking, which may be
provided by nearby touring com-
panies that will  arrange day
trips, complete with instruction
and gear. 
For overnights, you can choose

between parks that offer cabins
for shelter or designated spaces
for tents, and you’ll likely find
open pits for campfires close to
your accomodations. Both types of
site typically have “comfort sta-
tions” nearby with running water
and restrooms. Sitting around a
campfire at night, telling stories
and roasting marshmallows, can
be a truly memorable event. 

What To Bring 
Before you go, think like a

scout and “be prepared.” Check
local weather reports and be

ready, whether that means possi-
ble rain or cooler-than-usual tem-
peratures. A first-aid kit is well
advised, if only for minor scrapes
and unexpected blisters. 
Some things to take along on

the trip to make you feel at home
include the basic necessities of a
tent, sleeping bags, appropriate
clothing, food and cooking uten-
sils. Camping supply stores pro-
vide specialty items, such as
kerosene lamps, propane stoves
and other conveniences. 
One item you shouldn’t take

along with you is firewood. Buy it
when you get there and burn it at
the campground. Don’t bring it
home: Moving firewood can
spread the Emerald Ash Borer
beetle, a nasty pest that is killing
ash trees at a rapid rate. To keep
the woods healthy and available
for all to enjoy—people and crit-
ters alike—promise not to move
firewood. For more information,
visit www.stopthebeetle.info. 
Most state parks can be found

online through your favorite
search engine, or to research
national parks, visit the Web site
www.nps.gov/findapark/.   

Camping: Family Fun For Less

Camping can be a fun and afford-
able family getaway.

***
He who does not understand
your silence will probably not
understand your words. 

—Elbert Hubbard 
***

***
Marriage is like pi—natural,
irrational and very important. 

—Lisa Hoffman 
***

***
Don’t let a man put anything
over on you except an umbrella. 

—Mae West 
***

***
When money speaks, the truth
keeps silent.  

—Russian Proverb 
***

***
Money never made a man happy
yet, nor will it. There is noth-
ing in its nature to produce hap-
piness. The more a man has, the
more he wants. Instead of its
filling a vacuum, it makes one. 

—Ben Franklin 
***

***
If you want to know what a man
is really like, take notice of how
he acts when he loses money. 

—Simone Weil
***

The first matches were made
in 1827 by English pharmacist
John Walker.

A young f ish is  cal led a
fingerling.

The word “millennium” comes
from combining the Latin words
for “one thousand” and “year.”




