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(NAPSA)—Outdoor entertain-
ing has a certain ease to it. Don’t
overlook the details though, as
simple touches go a long way
toward creating a truly memo-
rable experience for your guests.

Start by establishing a theme
for your event, which distin-
guishes your party from the typi-
cal backyard gathering. Food, bev-
erage, decor and music decisions
are easier to make when they sup-
port a central theme.

“The theme can be simple but
sophisticated,” suggests entertain-
ing expert Donatella Arpaia. “Bring
out classic summer colors by host-
ing a ‘Red, White and Blue Party.’
Set an elegant tone by inviting
guests to dress all in white and use
bold reds and blues for everything
from decor to dessert.”

Once the theme is set, enhance
the party by accenting the food,
drinks and space. Additions to the
table setting can be the focal point
as guests enter. 

“Create an ocean-side feel by
filling glass cylinders and bowls
with sand and seashells,” says
Arpaia. “Place candlelit lanterns
in the middle of the tables for a
beach cookout ambiance that
grows as the sun sets.” 

To spend less time serving and
more time socializing and to help
guests circulate, set up mini self-
serve stations in different locations
with a variety of food and beverage
pairings. Cookouts and a selection of
cold beers are a natural fit. Michelob
Ultra is a refreshing complement to
grilled chicken, and its crisp finish

also stands up to a spicy Mexican
dish. The beer can be a smart choice
for any menu as it has only 95 calo-
ries and 2.6 grams of carbs.

Some guests may prefer the deep
amber color and malty, full-flavored
taste of Michelob Ultra Amber to go
with their seasoned burger. Miche-
lob Ultra Fruit, available in Lime
Cactus, Tuscan Orange Grapefruit
and Pomegranate Raspberry, can be
served in champagne flutes with a
fruit garnish for a simple and chic
presentation.

More tips from Donatella
Arpaia and other social influ-
encers are in the June/July issue
of Every Day with Rachael Ray,
featuring a special pullout section
with party themes and entertain-
ing advice. Look for Michelob
Ultra in stores to get a special
subscription offer and access to an
exclusive digital issue of Every
Day with Rachael Ray. 

Simple Tips For An “Ultra” Extraordinary Soiree

Add a Mediterranean flair to
burgers with grilled sweet
onions, sun-dried tomatoes,
crumbled feta and extra-virgin
olive oil.

�
Michelob ULTRA: ABV 4.2%, 95 calories, 2.6g carbs, 0.6g protein and 0.0g fat,

per 12-oz bottle. 
Michelob ULTRA Amber: ABV 5.0%, 114 calories, 3.7g carbs, 1.1g protein and

0.0g fat, per 12-oz bottle. 
Michelob ULTRA Fruit: ABV 4.2%, 107 calories, 6.0g carbs, 0.5g protein and

0.0g fat, per 12-oz bottle. 

(NAPSA)—Many people have
adapted to the changing economic
environment by trying their
hands at running a small busi-
ness—a seemingly daunting task,
yet one that can be personally and
financially rewarding. It’s no won-
der, then, that 75 percent of Amer-
ica’s economy is comprised of
small businesses. If you run your
own business, here are some ideas
to keep in mind:  

Information Is Key : As a
small-business owner, you need
to juggle many different roles,
and tapping into all available
resources is essential. If you’re
new to the world of small busi-
ness ,  s tar t  wi th  your  l oca l
Small Business Administration
(www.sba.gov) for guidance on
what’s needed to begin your ven-
ture. In addition to start-up infor-
mation, take advantage of free
online resources that will help you
with day-to-day tasks at your new
enterprise. For example, HP offers
free online classes specifically tai-
lored for small businesses, with
topics ranging from writing a
grant proposal to utilizing com-
puter programs. These resources
will not only help you manage
your business, but will also spur
other ideas that can help it grow. 

Think Technology: There are
a myriad of PCs and printers on
the market designed specifically
for small businesses. When shop-
ping for a PC, consider the type of
work you’ll do, where you’ll do it,
and what types of features you’ll
need. For example, if you’re con-
stantly on the road brokering
deals, consider a tablet PC where
customers can sign the screen and
process information on the spot.
Conversely, if your clientele comes
to you for services, consider touch
technology computers, which are
user-friendly and provide a
streamlined experience.  

Also think about how often
you’re on the road and how impor-
tant portability is to you when
choosing between a notebook PC
and desktop. If you primarily
work in the office, you may prefer
an affordable high-powered desk-
top. You should also consider a
high-performing office printer
such as an HP Officejet Pro, which
delivers up to 50 percent cost per
page and energy savings com-
pared to competitive laser devices.
When purchasing your new tech-
nology, bear in mind that many
companies such as HP offer
financing deals with minimum
purchase requirements as low as

$1,500. These options can give you
a little wiggle room to stretch your
finances when you need it most.   

Protecting Your Business:
Now that you’ve established your
company, make sure you protect
it. For most businesses, data—
whether it’s a customer database
or documents stored on a hard
drive—is essential to survival and
growth. Make sure you use secure
connections and anti-spyware
software to prevent hackers from
accessing your valuable informa-
tion. Furthermore, don’t forget to
regularly backup your data. Keep
in mind that if you lose data in a
natural disaster such as a fire or
flood, you will probably lose any
backups stored in the same loca-
tion as your computer, so make
sure you backup all of your infor-
mation online as well.

Running your own business
can be an exciting undertaking if
you follow the right steps to safe-
guard your investment. After all,
many of today’s large companies
started out as small businesses
housed in garages and makeshift
offices. With the right strategy
and drive to succeed, you will be
on your way to achieving your
goals—and perhaps even become
the next household name.  

Tips For Running A Successful Small Business
Easy Ideas To Keep In Mind When Running A Small Business 

(NAPSA)—Butterflies and
hummingbirds can add magic to
any garden, and it’s easy to invite
them in. Just select the right
plants—butterflies like bright col-
ors while hummingbirds and but-
terflies both like blooms with
plenty of nectar. 

Easy-to-grow plants that
attract pollinators include butter-
fly bushes, Rose of Sharon, and
Weigela.

Butterfly bush (Buddleia) is a
favorite of butterflies and hum-
mingbirds. The sweet fragrance
and bright summer flowers are
appealing to people, too. Unfortu-
nately, traditional butterfly bush
varieties have a tendency to get
overgrown and leggy. Regular
pruning is often needed to keep
them in check.

New Lo & Behold ‘Blue Chip’
Buddleia is a miniature butterfly
bush with all the fragrance and
butterfly appeal of older varieties
but in a smaller package. 

It stays just 24”-30” tall and
wide without any pruning, and
produces abundant lavender blue
flowers from midsummer to frost.
This continuously blooming but-
terfly magnet does not need dead-
heading, and makes a fantastic
low-maintenance mass planting. A
noninvasive hybrid, Blue Chip is
perfect for anyone who wants to
attract butterflies and humming-
birds but doesn’t have space for a
big plant. It can be incorporated
into container gardens.

While not as petite as Blue
Chip, ‘Miss Ruby’ is a compact new

variety with intense flower color.
Its vivid magenta flowers are richer
and brighter than those of other
varieties. Miss Ruby matures to
approximately 4’-5’ tall and wide,
not as small as Blue Chip but much
more manageable than the 6’-8’
range of many older varieties.

These new varieties are easy to
grow in full sun and are hardy to
USDA Zone 5. Butterfly bushes
tolerate most moist, well-drained
soils. Buddleia may be trimmed
back in later winter or early
spring, although pruning is usu-
ally not necessary with these new
varieties.

Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syri-
acus) is another easy-to-grow plant
that attracts butterflies and hum-
mingbirds. They bloom in mid- to
late summer and are available in a
wide variety of colors. 

The pure white of White Chif-

fon is especially nice in the
evening, while gardeners looking
for deep color will appreciate the
rich violet of Violet Satin. 

Check out the assortment at
www.provenwinners.com to see
which variety best suits your
color scheme. All Rose of Sharon
varieties do best in full sun.

Weigela are even more diverse
in size, shape, color and foliage.
Wine & Roses is popular for
attracting hummingbirds. Fine
Wine is a smaller version of this
favorite, and dwarf Midnight
Wine is smaller yet. 

My Monet is another minia-
ture Weigela.  Its  green and
white variegated leaves often
blush pink to match its pink
spring flowers. The chartreuse
fol iage on reblooming Ghost

Weigela transforms to iridescent
buttercream in late summer.
Weigelas are fast-growing plants
that thrive in full sun. 

Find out more at www.proven
winners.com.

Invite Hummingbirds And Butterflies To Your Garden

Buddleia Blue Chip is a miniature
butterfly bush that blooms abun-
dantly but doesn’t require as
much pruning as the traditional
varieties.

Miss Ruby has vivid magenta
flowers that are richer and
brighter than other varieties. They
only reach four to five feet tall.

***
The man who has done his level best, and who is conscious that
he has done his best, is a success, even though the world may
write him down a failure. 

—B.C. Forbes 
***

***
If you will call your troubles experiences, and remember that
every experience develops some latent force within you, you will
grow vigorous and happy, however adverse your circumstances
may seem to be. 

—John R. Miller 
***

The character most frequently portrayed on the screen is Sherlock
Holmes, created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Johann Sebastian Bach was not just considered “the greatest
genius of baroque music,” he was also a father to 20 children, several
of whom became musicians.




