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(NAPSA)—From dinner parties
and daylong barbecues to evening
cocktail parties under the stars,
more and more Americans are opt-
ing to stay at home for social gath-
erings. In fact, according to Kelton
Research, three out of four Ameri-
cans (77 percent) aged 21 to 39
would rather spend the evening
with friends at someone’s home
than go to a bar or club. 

“Throwing a cocktail party is
actually a much better way to
spend quality time with friends
and family and it doesn’t have to
be a chore,” said leading enter-
taining expert and party-planning
guru to the stars David Tutera.
“By preparing everything you
need to set the mood and whet
your guests’ palates before they
arrive, you’ll have more time to
socialize and won’t have to spend
all night behind the bar.”

Set the stage for easy and
elegant serving. Print out your
cocktail recipes and place them in
household frames on your bar.
Then put all ingredients and
appropriate glassware by the
recipes, allowing your guests to
play bartender and make their
own cocktails. You can also pre-
mix the cocktails and place them
in pitchers alongside the recipes
so guests can pour their own and
simply add ice and garnish.

Add color. For a vibrant cock-
tail addition, add a hint of color to
ice cubes with just a few drops of
food coloring and/or sliced fruit to
your ice trays before freezing—
you can also make flavored ice by
freezing your favorite juice or
lemonade.

Create a fabulous focal
point. For a fun and easy cocktail
centerpiece, place colored ice in a
pretty glass bowl (about three-
quarters full) and decorate with a
gardenia on top. Not only will this
potent flower add a wonderful fra-
grance to the room, but once the
ice melts you will have a floating
gardenia. 

Personalize the experience.
Make your own personalized cock-
tail napkins by handstamping
them in a colorful ink. If you have
extra time, you can have them
printed online with a favorite say-
ing or the party occasion.

Save time with signature
drinks. Create two or three spe-
cialty cocktails for your next party
instead of serving a full bar. Even
mojitos, one of the most popular yet
difficult drinks to make, can be eas-
ily made in advance. Using Rose’s
Mojito Cocktail Mix, simply com-
bine one part rum to three parts
mix in a pitcher before guests
arrive. This mix is also available in

traditional, mango and passion
fruit flavors, providing partygoers a
flavorful and colorful variety of
cocktails to choose from. 

Master planner tip: To avoid
watering down a pitcher of pre-
mixed cocktails, add a Ziploc bag
filled with ice to the pitcher.
This will help keep the cocktail
chil led without diluting the
drinks. 

D a v i d ’ s  s i g n a t u r e  d r i n k
suggestion:

THE MOJITO MARTINI 

2 oz. Vodka
2 oz. Rose’s Mojito Cocktail

Mix
Chilled Champagne
Sugarcane stick

Shake the first two ingredi-
ents with ice. Pour into a mar-
tini glass, top with splash of
chilled champagne and garnish
with long piece of sugarcane.

David Tutera is a contributing
entertaining expert on ABC’s hit
morning show “The View” and has
a one-hour prime-time television
series “Party Planner with David
Tutera” airing on the Discovery
Home Channel. He is also the
author of four books focused on
entertaining: “Big Birthdays,” “The
Party Planner,” “America Enter-
tains: A Year of Imaginative Par-
ties” and “A Passion for Parties:
Your Guide to Elegant Entertain-
ing.” For more party-planning
ideas and cocktail recipes, visit
www.MixUptheParty.com or
www.DavidTutera.com. 

How To Throw A Great Cocktail Party
Tips From Entertaining Expert David Tutera

Entertaining expert David Tutera

(NAPSA)—To help you and
your guests get the most fun with
the least fuss out of your next
party, heed these hints:

• First, it pays to plan ahead.
Allow plenty of time to prepare for
your party and make lists.

• Next, the food. Allow about
five hot hors d’oeuvres per guest.
Keep finger food easy to handle. 

• Create a festive atmosphere
with decorations, scented candles
and music. 

• To add style to the festivi-
ties, consider a trendy cocktail
such as a caipirinha (kai-pur-
EEN-ya), the national drink of
Brazil. Here’s the recipe:

2 1⁄2 oz. Leblon Cachaca 
2 Lime slices 
2 Tbsp. superfine sugar 

Place lime slices in a shaker
and add sugar. Muddle well.
Fill the shaker with ice and
Leblon Cachaca. Shake vigor-
ously, pour into a rocks glass
and garnish with a slice of lime. 

Here are 10 tips to help you
keep your caipirinhas tip-top: 

1. Start with fresh fruit, cut
right before for the freshest taste.
Use lime, pineapple, strawberry,
raspberry or tangerine. 

2. Roll the limes on a board
before cutting to release the juices. 

3. If your fruit is dry, double the
amount.

4. To be authentically Brazil-
ian, sweeten with superfine sugar.
Raw sugar takes longer but the
large crystals help release the
lime zest. Simple syrup is a fast
alternative that assists blend-
ing—mix two parts sugar with one
part boiling water. For calorie
counters, Splenda works well. 

5. Don’t over- or undermuddle.

If you undermuddle, you don’t get
the juices from the fruit. If you
muddle too hard or too long, the
drink becomes bitter because the
deeper, bitter oils are extracted.
Three to five easy pushes and
twists should do the trick. 

6. Use only quality cachaca. The
newer, premium cachacas are not
as harsh as the low-grade varieties
of old. The award-winning Leblon,
for instance, is aged for a more
refined taste. 

7. Balance is key. Pay attention
to your measurements and taste
before you serve. 

8. Use lots of ice. Ice not only
cools the drink, it helps the mixing
process. The smaller the ice pieces,
the better for mixing. Consider
making your ice with springwater. 

9. Shake it—unless you want to
thoroughly stir each drink for 30
seconds. Shaking instead of stirring
means it’s mixed properly—faster. 

10. As they say in Brazil: We
taste with our eyes, then our
mouth. Use attractive glassware.
The rocks glass is traditional but
you can use a martini glass as
well. And garnish with fruit. 

You can learn more online at
www.liveloveleblon.com.

Mixing Up A Creative Cocktail Party

Serving stylish cocktails such as
the caipirinha from Brazil can
help your parties have a sophisti-
cated atmosphere.

(NAPSA)—Life insurance pro-
vides protection for those who
depend on you and should be an
essential part of just about any
financial strategy.

Many financial advisers say
the right insurance policy can be
seen as an essential part of any
financial strategy.

September is Life Insurance
Awareness Month, and the finan-
cial professionals at Massachu-
setts Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany (MassMutual) say now is a
good time to review your own situ-
ation to determine if you need life
insurance and what type of cover-
age best suits your needs.

There are two basic types of life
insurance: permanent life and
term life. Permanent life insur-
ance will cover you for the dura-
tion of your life provided that you
pay the premiums necessary to
keep the policy in force. It is
designed to deliver a generally
tax-free benefit to your loved ones
upon your death. 

In addition, whole life, a type of
permanent life insurance, pro-
vides guaranteed premiums for
the rest of your life, regardless of
changes in your health or finan-
cial conditions and can generate
guaranteed cash value that grows
on a tax-deferred basis. 

Whole life policies are designed
to offer a number of options, such
as the ability to plan for future
financial needs such as college
tuition, care for an aging parent or
make a down payment on a retire-
ment home. This type of insurance
may be appropriate for those who
have significant financial obliga-

tions, wish to fund estate taxes
upon their death or leave charita-
ble gifts in their memory.

Term life provides coverage for
a specific time period—such as 10,
20 or 30 years—and provides a
death benefit only if you die dur-
ing the period specified in the pol-
icy. If you survive beyond the end
of the term, you will no longer
have coverage. 

Term life insurance may be
appropriate if you are just start-
ing out in your career and have
fewer financial obligations. It may
also be useful for those who want
to protect a long-term financial
obligation—such as mortgage or a
child’s college education—for a
specific period of time. 

Determining which type of life
insurance—or which combination
of permanent and term insur-
ance—best suits your situation
depends on your own specific
needs and financial goals. That’s
where a knowledgeable financial
professional can often be helpful.

For more information, visit
www.massmutual.com/GetThere.

Selecting Life Insurance That’s Right For You

Life insurance provides protec-
tion for those who depend on
you and is an essential part of
any financial strategy. 

(NAPSA)—Fashionistas agree
that a short wool coat is this sea-
son’s must-have fashion item. 

The new attitude is one where
coats accessorize the outfit, say
fashion trend experts at Burling-
ton Coat Factory. The short wool
coat is comfortably casual and
complements the contemporary
layered look. 

There are four hot trends in
this season’s short wool coats. The
shorter length leads the way in
updated pea coat, trench, swing
and military-influenced styles.

Fashion treatments feature
great details, such as military
coats embellished with oversized
buttons, knit collars and epaulets. 

Women wanting feminine
shapes may gravitate toward
swing coats in classic hounds-
tooth patterns. This style, with its
curved shape, perfectly offsets the
narrow pant leg for a sophisti-
cated look. 

Pea coats with and without
hoods can be found in double-
breasted styles, and updated
belted trench coats continue in
popularity this fall in black, char-
coal, chocolate and tweeds. 

So how do you know what style
is best for you? 

As coats are a great expression
of one’s sense of style, some
women find they need several out-
erwear pieces a season.

According to Burlington Coat

Factory experts, the shorter
lengths work for just about every
fashion need, from on the job to
watching the big games in
stands. 

For dressier occasions, experts
say short wool coats are also being
worn over dresses, replacing the
bulky long wool coat. Anoraks are
even considered a perfect choice
over casual dresses.

All of these looks are featured
at Burlington Coat Factory stores
in ladies’ sizes, including petite
and plus sizes. 

Short Coats On The Short List For Fashion Must-Haves

Keep it short. This season’s
short wool coats lead the way in
updated pea coat, trench, swing
and military styles.

***
Nobody grows old merely by liv-
ing a number of years. We grow
old by deserting our ideals.
Years may wrinkle the skin, but
to give up enthusiasm wrinkles
the soul. 

—Samuel Ullman
***

***
You are as young as your faith,
as old as your doubt; as young
as your self-confidence, as old
as your fear; as young as your
hope, as old as your despair. 

—Douglas MacArthur
***

***
Growing old is mandatory;
growing up is optional. 

—Chili Davis
***

***
The years teach much which
the days never knew. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***




