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(NAPSA)—While most people
view ants as harmless nuisances
at picnics and outdoor activities,
fire ants are dangerous pests that
can cause serious harm to you and
your family. 

Fire ants, the reddish-brown
ant species named for their
painful sting, inhabit warmer-
weather areas, especially in
Southern states from South Car-
olina to California. Red imported
fire ants are the most aggressive
type, as they often attack and
sting living things they perceive
as food or a threat. 

All ants, including fire ants,
have unique social behaviors and
communication methods. Once
ants find food or spot an incoming
intruder, they release chemicals
called trail pheromones, to lead
nest mates to food, or alarm
pheromones, to signal their nest
mates to defend their colony by
repeatedly stinging intruding
insects, ground-nesting birds,
humans and other wildlife. 

“Fire ants can be fiercely terri-
torial if they believe their nest is
being threatened. Fire ant
colonies with multiple queens can
grow very large, so it’s important
to be on the lookout for these
pests and know how to treat their
stings,” says Orkin, Inc. entomolo-
gist Shane Hill. 

On humans, fire ant stings typ-
ically cause small blisters that
itch and burn and are prone to
infection. For the small portion of
the population with severe aller-
gies, fire ant stings can cause
reactions like swelling of the skin
and troubled breathing. If you are
stung by fire ants, carefully
squeeze the venom out, gently

wash the area with soap and
water, and place a cool washcloth
or ice on the area for 15 minutes.
If you are allergic, consult a doctor
immediately. To keep fire ants at
bay, Hill recommends these help-
ful tips: 

• Clean up spilled food and
drinks quickly. 

• Pick up your pet’s food at
night. Don’t feed pets outdoors. 

• Keep children away from
mounds. 

• Keep your yard mowed to 3
inches or shorter. 

• Hire a pest control profes-
sional for treatment. 

While it is possible to control
fire ant populations in your yard,
they tend to reinvade fairly
quickly. Regular inspections and
treatments by pest professionals
are required to effectively protect
your yard from fire ants. 

For more information on how to
prevent and treat problems with
fire ants, visit www.orkin.com or
call (800) 800-ORKIN.

Fire Ants are Hot Pest to Avoid 

These fiery little pests aren’t just a
nuisance to your outdoor fun.
They can deliver painful stings and
leave small blisters on your skin. 

(NAPSA)—From the roaring
stands at major league sporting
events to the shelves of the mom-
and-pop store around the corner,
wherever beer is sold, its economic
ripple effect is felt from coast to
coast, according to brewers and
wholesalers. 

A new study by the Beer Insti-
tute and the National Beer Whole-
salers Association reveals how
important beer is to the U.S. econ-
omy. Behind the bartenders,
retailers, and producers lies an
extensive network of barley, rice
and hops growers, manufacturers,
recyclers, truckers, and distribu-
tors who each add an economic
contribution. 

The beer industry provides an
estimated total economic impact
of nearly $190 billion on the U.S.
economy, equal to more than 1.4
percent of U.S. gross domestic
product. The beer industry is
responsible for creating and sus-
taining over 1.7 million direct and
indirect jobs across the United
States and pays almost $55 billion
in wages. 

“As one of the largest pur-
chasers of rice, barley, wheat, and

hops in the U.S., the beer industry
has a direct economic impact of
over $4 billion for agricultural
suppliers alone,” said BI president
Jeff Becker. “The newly released
statistics show that beer remains
one of the most reliable engines of
economic growth in the U.S.” 

Beer also contributes signifi-
cantly to the retail segment of our
economy. The brewing industry
helps drive profits at more than
531,000 licensed retailers and
supports 800,000 jobs in super-
markets, restaurants, bars, stadi-
ums, and other outlets. 

The benefits of the beer busi-
ness help sustain the economies
of many local communities, gen-
erating much-needed taxes and
revenue in addition to serving as a
major source of employment.

“Millions of Americans earn
their livelihood in brewing or beer
distribution. This is an industry
that takes great pride in providing
its employees with high wages,
health insurance, and good bene-
fits,” adds NBWA president Craig
Purser.

To learn more, visit www.beer
servesamerica.org.
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Coming To A Head—Your favorite beer may be helping to drive the
economic growth in every state. 

(NAPSA)—The big yellow school
buses that many generations of
parents and grandparents are
accustomed to have changed dra-
matically over the past few years—
and that’s good. New technology
has recently been incorporated into
school buses to help increase over-
all safety and performance.

For example, to combat the issue
of leaving children on school buses,
the nation’s largest school bus man-
ufacturer has developed a solution:
When a school bus driver parks the
bus at the end of a route, an audi-
ble alarm will sound. The driver
must then physically walk to the
back of the bus to turn off the alarm.
In doing so, the driver is reminded
to check the seats to make sure no
student has fallen asleep or is hid-
ing on the bus.

Many school buses also include a
GPS device that helps school officials
track the location of the vehicles at
all times. With a product called
AWARE Vehicle Intelligence by
Navistar Electronics, not only can
school officials track the location of a
bus, they can also monitor its per-
formance, including how fast the bus
is traveling, which stops have been
made and even how much fuel is left
in the tank. The school can also set
up a “geofence” that sends an alert
via e-mail or text message if a bus
leaves its designated area.

School bus drivers also have a
more comfortable, safer approach
to driving, since many automotive
characteristics have been inte-
grated into today’s newer-model
buses. Steering wheel controls let
drivers keep their hands on the
steering wheel while operating
red flashing lights and the school
bus door. Anti-lock brakes provide
superior stopping capability dur-
ing varying road conditions.

“Student safety and security is
the No. 1 priority,” said Michael
Cancelliere, vice president and gen-
eral manager of IC Corporation,
the largest school bus manufac-
turer in North America. “School
buses of today are designed and
manufactured with safety, perfor-
mance and new technology in
mind.” 

On the environmental side,
too, school buses have come a
long way. New school buses fea-
ture diesel engines that meet or
exceed new regulations set by
the Environmental Protection
Agency.  This results in less
engine emissions and overall
cleaner air. More details about
how this new technology works
are available at  www.Green
Diesel Technology. com. 

Perhaps the ultimate in envi-
ronmental school buses is the new
diesel-electric hybrid recently
unveiled by IC Corporation. This
hybrid bus uses plug-in technol-
ogy to achieve improved fuel effi-
ciency ratings of 70 to 100 per-
cent. The diesel emissions on a
hybrid school bus can be improved
by up to 90 percent. The first dis-
tricts to use the hybrid buses have
raved about performance on the
road and overall fuel savings for
the school district.

Compared to yesterday’s school
buses, the new models may not
look that different from the out-
side, but what goes on inside is
vastly different. A tremendous
amount of research, design and
new technology help the next gen-
eration of advanced school buses
get children to and from school
quickly, safely and in a way that’s
environmentally wise.

School Buses Of The Future Are Here Today

Many of today’s school buses
utilize new technology for safety
and performance, including
cleaner emissions and bus-track-
ing technology.

(NAPSA)—Many of the coun-
try’s favorite wines are available
in smaller, portion-controlled, 187-
mL sizes that often come in conve-
nient packs of four. Among the
regular bottles on the shelves, you
may find these charming minis.
Here are some reasons to consider
them:

Waste Not: Over 6.1 million
bottles of wine are sold daily in
the United States, many of which
typically go unfinished. Despite
the best attempts, recorking and
refrigerating don’t always prop-
erly preserve the leftover wine.
Luckily, 187-mL bottles are a
great alternative to seeing your
favorite red or white make its way
down the kitchen drain. At about
a glass per bottle, the portion is
just the right size.

Spice of Life: The challenge of
satisfying various palates when
entertaining can be made easier
now. Popular brands including
Gallo Family Vineyards Twin Val-
ley wines come in 187-mL four-
packs in five crowd-pleasing va-
rietals: Cabernet Sauvignon,
Chardonnay, Merlot, Pinot Grigio
and White Zinfandel. It makes

pairing wine with your favorite
party foods easier and adds a nice
touch to festive goody bags. 

Easy to Carry, Easy to
Share: Going on a picnic or vaca-
tion? Toting around a 750-mL bot-
tle of wine can be cumbersome
and not ideal for outdoor enter-
taining or traveling. The 187-mL
four-packs can help solve the
problem. They even come com-
plete with a built-in handle. Plus,
those always on the go can pick up
a few varietals, mix and match
and pass them around with ease.
The convenient screw caps mean
one less thing to pack: the
corkscrew. 

To learn more about these wines
or access quick and easy recipes,
visit www.GalloFamily.com. 

Good Wines Now Come In Smaller Packages

(NAPSA)—For diabetes self-
care ideas, to connect with others
who have diabetes and to find a
diabetes educator nearby, go to
mydi abetespartner.org. This
online resource also provides tips
to help family members and
friends act as a partner in care
for someone with diabetes.

**  **  **
Vaccination is the best way to

prevent meningococcal disease
and has minimal side effects,
mostly soreness from the shot or
mild fever, reports the National
Meningitis Association. To learn
more, visit www.nmaus.org.  

**  **  **
EyeCare America encourages

people to call the EyeCare Amer-
ica Seniors EyeCare Program for
eye exams and medical care at no
cost for eligible seniors. For more
information, call (800) 222-EYES
(3937) or visit www.eyecareame
rica.org.




