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(NAPSA)—Many think enhanc-
ing your home’s beauty with tile
means compromise, but that’s not
always the case.

The Problem
Traditional ceramic tiles, while

stunning, are difficult to install
and clean. They also are hard on
your back and can be very expen-
sive. Vinyl, on the other hand, is
easy to lay and maintain but yel-
lows and tears over time.

A Solution
Fortunately, there’s another

option, which combines the beauty
of ceramic with the affordable price
and low maintenance of vinyl. 

Laminate, known for its dura-
bility and affordability in wood
decors, is also available in realis-
tic tile designs. The new Pergo
Accolade Tiles collection, for ex-
ample, offers six ultrarealistic de-
cors, each featuring the look and
texture of real ceramic tiles and
the high-performance qualities of
laminate.

In fact, a recent survey reveals
that over half of all U.S. home-
owners would consider laminate
when shopping for a floor. 

Laminate vs. Ceramic
“A gorgeous tile floor adds

incomparable elegance to a bath-
room or kitchen,” said Don Cybal-
ski, director of design for Pergo.
“While there are some very attrac-
tive ceramics on the market, that
beauty begins to fade in the eyes of
many consumers when they real-
ize the cost and complexity
involved in ceramic installation
and maintenance.”

The survey showed that nearly
60 percent of homeowners cite the
difficult do-it-yourself installation
of ceramic tiles as problematic,
while a little more than 75 per-
cent of respondents say expense is
an issue.

Laminate eliminates these

concerns. Featuring a “tile-on-
plank” format, in which four 12-
inch or three 16-inch tiles are
adhered to a plank, Pergo Acco-
lade Tiles have a glue-less “click”
joint with superior strength and
easy installation, making them
the perfect choice for do-it-your-
selfers. Cleanup is just as sim-
ple, requiring no more than a
damp mop. And along with low
maintenance, laminate tiles also
offer a low price.

Laminate vs. Vinyl
Vinyl tiles seem to be another

viable way of keeping flooring
costs low until they scratch, scuff
or stain and require replacement.
They also offer limited selection of
realistic textures and designs.
According to the survey, four out
of every 10 homeowners think
that vinyl offers a limited texture
selection, while nearly 40 percent

cite a lack of trendy designs. 
Available in ultrarealistic tile

designs, Pergo Accolade Tiles fea-
ture exclusive AccuTile texturing
process and realistic grout for the
most authentic look on the mar-
ket. The line, which also features
the surface protection of Pergo’s
LusterGard Plus, is available in
six beautiful décors that vary in
color and texture—Stonehaven
Sandstone, Stonehaven Traver-
tine, Florentine Rose, Florentine
Lapis, Roma Sand and Roma
Terra. 

“Laminate is the ideal choice
for consumers who want to re-
place their old vinyl flooring with
beautiful and realistic tiles that
provide superior look and perfor-
mance,” said Cybalski.

For more information on Pergo
Accolade Tiles, visit www.pergo.com
or call 1-800-33PERGO.

Laminate More Than Stacks Up Against Ceramic and Vinyl
(NAPSA)—Americans are fasci-

nated with makeovers. Turn on
the television and you’ll see
beauty makeovers, car makeovers
and, of course, home makeovers.
Not a day goes by, it seems, with-
out a kitchen redone, a yard land-
scaped or a home renovated.

The makeover magic is dazzling.
For example, a recent episode of
ABC’s “Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition” featured the Dore family
whose house had been destroyed
by fire, forcing them to live in a
half-built shed in the backyard.
The Extreme Makeover team, led
by Centex Homes, built them a
seven-bedroom house in less than
a week.

The stories in front of the cam-
era make it look easy. Sometimes,
though, the stories off-camera are
equally amazing. How do they
pull off these massive projects?  

The answer to that question
says a lot about how the world has
changed. New technologies like
the Internet, wireless data connec-
tivity and powerful computer soft-
ware have made possible things
that were impossible ten years
ago—like the week-long develop-
ment of the Dores’ new house.

Centex Homes used computer-
aided design—or CAD—software
to create plans and drawings.
They also use online project coor-
dination solutions like Autodesk
Buzzsaw to coordinate thousands
of workers, vendors and volun-
teers on a week-long construction
schedule. 

Technology helps architects
and engineers to develop and
share designs, work with con-
struction teams—and ultimately,
bring ideas to life. Autodesk, one
of the leading software developers
in the United States, pioneered
CAD software for architecture and
design in the 1980s with Auto-

CAD—and revolutionized the
work of pencils and drafting
tables, reducing design time. CAD
software since has evolved from
simple drawing to sophisticated
tools such as “parametric” model-
ing for 3D, which allows designs
to be modified during the building
process.

Most of the time, of course, this
technology doesn’t star on televi-
sion. It’s in the background, help-
ing, for example, civil engineers
work on massive highway, airport
or utilities projects, or helping
manufacturers design and pro-
duce goods using a supply chain
that circles the planet. 

Or, it is being used to create out
of the ordinary home designs as
seen on Original Production’s pop-
ular “Monster House” program. 

Whether it ’s  “Robin Hood
House,” “Paris House” or some
other “monster” project, Original
Productions frequently use Auto-
CAD to develop workable archi-
tectural  drawings and plans
from the often outrageous design
challenges posed to the show’s
contestants.

To learn more about how archi-
tecture and design software is
working behind the scenes to help
all projects (both home and fan-
tastical) become a reality, visit
www.autodesk.com/monsterhouse. 

Big Dreams, Small Teams
Tools Make Short Work of Big Projects

New technology helps makeover
happen in a lot less time.

(NAPSA)—A new legislative
trend dubbed “potty parity” may
help many women alleviate the
long wait for the restroom. For
women who suffer from the stress
and embarrassment of overactive
bladder, it may not be enough.

Potty parity statutes already
passed in more than 20 cities and
are currently under consideration
across the U.S. This restroom
equity bill requires new public
buildings and those undergoing
major renovations to install two
toilets for women for every one
provided for men.

Although more stalls are a con-
venient addition, they may not
necessarily provide enough of a
solution for the problems facing
women with an overactive blad-
der. Overactive bladder is a condi-
tion that approximately 33 million
Americans tolerate on a daily
basis, but they don’t have to. It
can usually be effectively treated
with a combination of behavioral
therapy and medication. 

“It is a common myth that over-
active bladder is a normal part of
aging and nothing can be done
about it,” said Scott MacDiarmid,
M.D., associate professor of the
department of urology at Wake
Forest University. “Millions of
women who suffer from an overac-
tive bladder need to know there is
help. Women should talk to their
doctor about options that may

include a prescription treatment
like DITROPAN XL® to help them
gain control of this condition.” 

People with overactive blad-
ders suffer from a sense of urgen-
cy, accidents and frequent trips to
the bathroom (as much as eight or
more times a day).

Unfortunately, up to two-
thirds of sufferers do not seek
treatment due to shame, fear or
false perception. 

Instead, they find ways to cope,
such as avoiding travel or social
functions, wearing dark, baggy
clothing or mapping out bath-
rooms in public places. 

But there are prescription med-
ications proven to successfully
treat the symptoms of overactive
bladder.

For more information about
overactive bladder, call 1-800-682-
6532 or visit www.ditropanxl.com.

Potty Parity Could Lead To Shorter Lines
But For Some Women It’s Not Enough

(NAPSA)—Wine drinkers are
raising their glasses to varietals
from Down Under by pairing Aus-
tralian wines with a variety of
cuisines. Crisp, dry Australian
Rieslings are now a popular (and
wonderful) way to complement
fish, seafood and lighter chicken
dishes—and they’re a great match
for spicy or ethnic foods. 

Bold, spicy Australian Shiraz
wines pair beautifully with
heartier dishes such as grilled
meats, lamb, roast turkey, and
even pizza. McWilliam’s Wines of
Australia offers some quick tips to
create perfect pairings for both
red- and white-wine lovers.

How to Store and Serve:
Rieslings should be chilled but not
served ice cold in order to enjoy
their wonderful citrus aromas.
Shiraz should be “cellar” tempera-
ture, not warm. Don’t worry about
sticking a thermometer in the bot-
tle but do store wine in a dry, cool
spot—not on top of the refrigerator
or next to the stove. Put Riesling
in the fridge for at least a half
hour before serving. Serve wine in
large glasses with a stem to better
appreciate their rich colors.

Enjoy the Wine: You don’t have
to be a wine expert to swirl wine in
a glass. Swirling releases wonder-
ful aromas: Green apples and lime
are prominent in Riesling; spicy
black cherry, plum and cinnamon

characterize a Shiraz. Experiment
with food pairings. There are no set
rules—generally speaking, the fla-
vor of the wine should not over-
power the dish and vice versa.

Choosing a wine shouldn’t be a
chore. With these simple hints and
a corkscrew, it can be simple to find
a wine to enjoy for most every occa-
sion. For more information on
McWilliam’s Shiraz, Riesling or any
of their wines, visit www.Mc
WilliamsWines.com.

American Wine Lovers Toast Australia

A Wine’s  T ime—Austra l ian
Shirazes and Rieslings are now
popular across the country.

Of the 168 million native Por-
tuguese speakers in the world,
154 million live in Brazil.

Mississippi’s official state fos-
sil is the prehistoric whale.

Earth’s moon is slightly egg
shaped.




