
15

(NAPSA)—Your home handles
a lot of extreme weather. To help
it stand up to the elements, con-
sider the products used to con-
struct or renovate. They protect
what’s inside.

Consider the roofing shingles,
siding, windows and trim of your
house. Look for loose or worn
products and replace them quickly
to ensure the “envelope” of your
home is protected.

“One of the key ways homes can
lose hundreds of dollars in energy
each year is through cracks around
windows,” says Bill Lazor, senior
brand manager at Simonton Win-
dows® 

, a leading manufacturer of
vinyl replacement and new con-
struction windows and patio doors.
“The multitude of small gaps add
up. Homeowners start heating and
cooling the outdoors and wasting
energy. When the wind blows or dri-
ving rain targets the house, it’s
important to have windows that fit
snugly in their openings and protect
your home.”

These tips may help.
• Seek out ENERGY STAR®

compliant products. Windows
meeting those guidelines can
reduce heat loss and gain, making
the home more comfortable and
reducing gas and electric bills. 

• To combat extreme elements,
consider low maintenance prod-
ucts, such as vinyl siding, ure-
thane millwork and vinyl windows
that resist humidity, insects and
rot. They’re easy to clean and
made to handle rough weather.
Ask for stainless steel components
in your windows for smooth opera-
tion and increased corrosion-resis-
tance in coastal areas.

• Do you love natural sunlight,
but hate how it fades your carpeting

and furnishings? When it’s time to
replace your windows, select Low E
glass and advanced glass packages.
These reflect harmful ultraviolet
(UV) rays away from the windows. 

• To protect the interior from
outdoor humidity and moisture,
ask about insulating glass (I.G.)
units when it’s time to replace
your windows. These units are
made up of two or more panes of
glass separated by a spacer sys-
tem. Argon or Krypton gas can be
sealed inside the unit to reduce
the transfer of heat and cold, sav-
ing you energy dollars.

• Play it safe and get impact
resistant glass. During storms you

don’t need to worry about “shutter-
ing up”. Impact resistant glass,
much like automobile windshield
glass, resists windborne materials,
such as flying lawn furniture dur-
ing a storm. Even when struck
forcefully by blunt objects, such as a
crowbar, this glass stays in place. It
also reduces sound and UV ray pen-
etration, while making the house
less inviting to burglars.

Simonton Windows offers a free
brochure series on energy effi-
ciency, coastal living, home safety
and replacement windows. Call 1-
800-SIMONTON for the free Tips
and Ideas Brochure Series or visit
www.simonton.com.

Helping Your Home Survive Extreme Weather

While you’re comfortable inside your home, the exterior takes the
brunt of the elements.

(NAPSA)—As the warm days of
summer entice pet owners to par-
ticipate in more outdoor activities,
it should come as no surprise that
July and August are the most
dangerous time of the year for
companion animals, according to
the ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center. 

“It’s important to be knowl-
edgeable and prepared to keep
pets safe during the hot summer
months,” said Gary Batey, vice
president, division merchandising
manager—pets for Wal-Mart
Stores, Inc. “From making sure
animals have collars and tags to
bowls filled with fresh water, it’s
easy to be prepared when armed
with the right information.”

Batey offers tips that will help
pet owners keep their “best
friends” safe and healthy in the
upcoming months: 

Tag and license pets
• Make sure dogs and outdoor

cats have current licenses and
wear an identification tag on a
good collar. 

• Many discount retailers,
such as Wal-Mart, sell both buckle
collars and identification tags
year-round and many have vend-
ing-type machines that allow pet
owners to create pet I.D. tags on
the spot. 
Be aware of summer hazards

• Pet owners should consider
talking to a veterinarian about
heartworm medication and safe
flea and tick prevention. 

• Watch for coolant leaking
from vehicles. Its sweet taste can
attract pets and a small amount
can be toxic.

• When fertilizing or treating
the lawn, remove water dishes,
food bowls, pet toys and acces-
sories and avoid letting pets walk
in those areas.

• Keep veterinarian phone
numbers and after-hours numbers
for emergency situations.

Watch for symptoms
of heatstroke

• Signs of heatstroke include
heavy panting, drooling, an anx-
ious attitude and a bright red
tongue and gums. 

• Pay attention to animals sen-
sitive to heatstroke including
young, old or overweight pets;
pets with heart and respiratory
problems; pets with thick, heavy
coats; and those with shortened
muzzles.

• Walk dogs in the morning or
evening hours. Hot pavement can
burn a dog’s sensitive paw pads.

Never leave pets
in parked cars

• Never leave an animal in a
parked car to run even a quick
errand. Even parked in the shade
with the windows open, a car can
quickly heat to unsafe levels. 

• Whether water bowls are
indoors or outside, always make
sure pets have access to fresh,
clean water. 

Pet owners can visit a discount
retailer, like Wal-Mart, for sum-
mer pet supplies such as collars,
non-tip bowls, and water dis-
pensers that hold liters of water to
make sure pets have a constant
supply of fresh water.

Tips To Keep Your “Best Friends” Safe

Dogs and cats require special
care in order to be safe during
the warm weather months.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
your next backyard barbecue,
going Dutch may be just the right
move to spice things up. That’s
what a growing number of con-
sumers are finding as they look for
new international flavors and fun.

For example, many are finding
culinary success by pairing a fiery
Caribbean dish, such as Jamaican
Jerk Chicken hot off the grill,
with a classic, crisp Dutch-style
lager—one that’s light in color and
has a full-bodied taste. 

One recipe for Jerk Chicken,
from the experts at Walkerswood
Caribbean Foods, even adds beer
as one of the ingredients.

Bringing the beer is more con-
venient than ever. Marketers for
Grolsch, one of the most popular
premium lagers sold in the U.S.,
have announced the launch of a 4-
pack carrier featuring its signa-
ture Swingtop bottle. The new
packaging, now available in
stores, makes it easier for con-
sumers to add some international
flair to their outdoor cooking this
summer.

Distinctive packaging is noth-
ing new for this Dutch brewer. Its
green embossed bottle, with the
re-sealable, white Swingtop has
been a distinctive trademark since
1897 and has become synonymous
with quality and freshness.

Once a consumer brings the
product home, the obvious question
is how best to serve it? The brewer
recommends the following steps:

• Serve at a temperature
between 43º F to 46° F.

• Avoid the slightest trace of
grease in the glasses. Rinse them
thoroughly with warm water. Do
not dry them; just let them drain.
Rinse the glasses with cold water
just before pouring.

• Tilt the glass at a slight
angle and pour the beer steadily
until the glass is three-quarters
full, then hold the glass upright,
allowing a one-and-a-half-inch
head to rise.

• Fill the glass to the top and as
they say in Holland—“Proost”—
which is Dutch for cheers.

Grolsch has been slow-brewed
since 1615 with a smooth, rich
taste, that’s as unique as its
Swingtop bottle.

To learn more about Grolsch beer
and Caribbean cooking, visit the
Web sites at www.grolschlager.com
and at www.walkerswood.com.

An International Spin On Backyard Fun

A popular Dutch beer has intro-
duced a new way for consumers
to carry their product home.

(NAPSA)—According to the
Electrical Safety Foundation
International, electrical inspec-
tions can catch problems hidden
behind the walls and correct them
before they turn tragic. In many
cases, ground fault circuit inter-
rupters (GFCIs) and newer arc
fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs)
can be installed to help prevent a
fire and accidental electrocution.
GFCIs—the “TEST” and “RESET”
buttons on some outlets—should
be tested every month and after a
fire or electrical storm. For more
electrical safety tips, see www.
electrical-safety.org or call the
ESFI at 703-841-3229.

Surprisingly, a person’s biggest
asset may be his or her ability to
earn money, say money experts at
MSN. Chances are you don’t have
enough protection should you be
unable to work for more than a
few weeks. Workers’ compensa-
tion usually provides benefits only
if you get hurt on the job. Disabil-
ity coverage ends after a few
months. Social Security may pro-
vide benefits but only if you can’t
hold a job. You can buy a policy
through a professional or trade
organization or form your own
group. For more information and
tools that help access your insur-
ance needs, visit the Insurance
Center on CNBC on MSN Money
(http://money.msn.com), or use the
planning tools within Microsoft
Money software to help you prior-
itize and reach your goals.

Three years ago, Fannie Mae,
the nation’s largest source of

financing for home mortgages,
announced the American Dream
Commitment, a $2 trillion com-
mitment to serve the affordable
housing needs of 18 million fami-
lies before this decade is out. This
year, Fannie Mae reported the
effort had already topped $1.3
trillion and that nearly 12 million
families had already been served.
For more information on the
American Dream Commitment, or
for a list of lenders, contact Fan-
nie Mae’s Consumer Resource
Center at 1-800-7FANNIE (1-800-
732-6643), Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EDT.

A growing number of small
businesses are turning to the
Internet for advice, a competitive
edge and access to the same
prices and products that large
retail chains get every day. One
Web site, DollarDays.com offers
more than 20,000 high-quality
products at prices small store
owners can afford. Small store
owners can order their inventory
at their convenience around-the-
clock. For more information, visit
www.DollarDays.com.

***
The objectives of education and
industry are identical. Both are
interested in good citizenship,
in serving society, in a better
life—and both firmly believe in
freedom.

—Herman L. Donovan
***

***
Human freedom is...an achieve-
ment by man, and, as it was
gained by vigilance and strug-
gle, it can be lost by indiffer-
ence and supineness.

—Harry F. Byrd
***

***
The free man is not he who
defies the rules...but he who,
recognizing the compulsions
inherent in his being, seeks
rather to read, mark, learn and
inwardly digest each day’s expe-
rience.

—Bernard Iddings Bell, D.D.
***




