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(NAPSA)—Rain may be good
for the flowers but it’s bad for
basements.

Excessive moisture in base-
ments and foundation walls can
cause structural rot and decay and
high humidity levels throughout
the home. Even small amounts of
water or moisture can create per-
fect conditions for mold and
mildew, which can be smelly, ugly
and if left unchecked can cause
masonry to crumble. That’s why
it’s important to take care of water
problems immediately to prevent
problems before they occur.

Fortunately, homeowners can
take advantage of state-of-the art
waterproofing technologies, such as
ZINSSER’s new WATERTITE Mold &
Mildew-Proof Waterproofing Paint,
to cure basement water problems
effectively and economically. The
paint was developed to keep water
out and mold and mildew away.
Here’s how to apply it:

• First, clean the surface of
dirt, grease and other contami-
nants. Remove efflorescence (a
powdery white deposit found on
many concrete surfaces) with
muriatic acid or concrete etching
solution and remove mold and
mildew with a solution of bleach
and water. If the basement is
already painted, remove as much
of the existing paint as possible
and remember to patch all holes
and cracks, especially those that
show signs of active water leaks.

• Liberally apply the first coat
of WATERTITE using a thick syn-
thetic brush—or use a large nap

roller to apply it to a small sec-
tion of the masonry. Use the
brush to work the coating into
the pores of the masonry to pro-
duce a continuous pinhole-free
film. Apply the second coat with a
brush or roller.

• Enjoy your basement. WATER-
TITE dries quickly to a beautiful,
smooth, bright, white finish that
can be tinted to off-white and
other colors, so homeowners can
transform a dingy, leaky basement
into a beautiful living space. Per-
haps most importantly, the paint
is guaranteed to prevent the
growth of mold and mildew for up
to five years. It does more than
beautify; it helps keep the surface
of basement masonry clean and
fresh looking longer.

For information on WATERTITE
and other mildew-proof paints,
contact ZINSSER at 732-469-8100.
Or visit www.zinsser.com for more
helpful home improvement tips.

Keep Water Out! Keep Mildew Away!

Transform a leaky basement
into a beautiful living space.

(NAPSA)—Warm weather,
sunny skies and fresh air create
the perfect atmosphere for outdoor
entertaining. Whether hosting a
party or barbecue, or simply gath-
ering on the porch, celebrate the
season’s delights over delicious food
and wine. Entertaining can be a
breeze with these simple sugges-
tions from Gina Gallo, third-gen-
eration winemaker for award-win-
ning Gallo of Sonoma Winery:

• T h e  P e r f e c t  O u t d o o r
Feast. Take the time to create a
special outing, selecting the ideal
location, such as a favorite park or
a beach. Prepare summer favor-
ites, such as grilled vegetables, a
fruit salad, apple pie and a bottle
of Gallo of Sonoma’s 2000 Laguna
Ranch Chardonnay. The crisp cit-
rus and apple flavors of this wine
bring out the scrumptious flavors
of these tasty, summer foods. 

• Host A Wine Tasting Party.
Instead of hosting a traditional
party, heat things up this season
with a wine tasting party. Set up a
table on the patio, front porch, or
in the backyard, complete with
pencils and paper for taking notes
on your favorite wines. To help
keep the palate clear, serve crack-
ers and water during the tasting,
followed by fruits and cheeses. Try
offering multiple wines from one
region, such as Sonoma County,
which has been named the world’s
most awarded region for the past
twelve years. For more informa-
tion on hosting a wine tasting
party, visit www.gallosonoma.com.

• Get Grilling! What better
way to kick-off the start of the
season than with a hearty, fun-
filled barbecue! Add some flair to
backyard grilling this year, and
pair wine with barbecue favorites.
A red wine, such as Cabernet Sau-
vignon, pairs well with red meats
such as steaks, hamburgers and
spare ribs.

• Good Company. Sometimes,
the best moments are spent relax-
ing with friends. Gather on the
front porch to do just that. There’s
no need to plan an elaborate din-
ner menu or activities—prepare a
tray of cheese, Carr’s crackers and
fruit, serve your favorite wines
and simply enjoy the conversation
and the company.

• Celebrate Family. Bring
together family from near and far
with a reunion. Try gathering at a
local park and make the event a
potluck. Cherish family bonds over
delicious food and wine, reminisce
about great events and moments
and create new ones to reflect on
at the next get-together. According
to Gina, “There’s always a reason
for families to get together and
wine can be a wonderful part of
these gatherings. As our family
celebrates 70 years of winemaking
this year, we’ll also be celebrating
70 years of connecting with each
other over food, wine, and family.”

Now is the perfect time for out-
door entertaining. Celebrate the
warm weather and all it brings
with family and friends.

Tips For Warm Weather Entertaining

(NAPSA)—Many parents are
warming up to a few good ideas
about keeping children busy when
it’s too hot to be outdoors. There
are a number of fun indoor activi-
ties that can engage youngsters
and keep their minds off the
weather.

Some of the things that always
help to encourage a child’s creativ-
ity are safety scissors, glue, con-
struction paper and empty egg
and milk cartons. Parents can
give the kids some creative direc-
tion by asking them to come up
with a home for their favorite car-
toon character or toy. 

Playing music always strikes
the right note at any indoor gath-
ering. Parents can encourage their
kids to play some records, tapes or
CDs that feature favorite songs
from when they were growing up.

Videogames also present a nice
opportunity to escape from the
outdoor heat. Games based on
popular movies are on the rise
and always enjoyed. 

One of the summer’s best new
video games is Disney/Pixar ’s
Finding Nemo , based on the
movie of the same name. Set in an
underwater environment, the
game lets players assume the
roles of key movie characters
including Nemo, Marlin and Dory,
each with varied abilities. Players
will explore more than 15 levels,
in addition to tons of minigames
and bonus levels.

The game combines both ar-
cade-style action and fun mini-
games and puzzle challenges that
will entertain, challenge, and
inspire kids to exercise their cre-
ative and critical thinking skills.
Certain puzzles are designed to
cultivate exploration, cooperation
and problem-solving skills.

Finding Nemo is appropriate
for all ages and is available for the
PlayStation2 computer enter-
tainment system, Nintendo Game-
Cube, Xbox, Game Boy Advance,
PC and Mac wherever video
games are sold.

Fun Activities To Keep Kids Cool When It’s Hot

A fun new game based on the
hit movie is now available.

© Disney/Pixar

(NAPSA)—The whooping
crane and the Florida panther are
both featured in a new report
from the National Wildlife Feder-
ation (NWF) highlighting the
nation’s recent wildlife victories
and setbacks.  In The Best and
Worst for Wildlife report, whoop-
ing cranes come out the wildlife
winners thanks to a trio of suc-
cesses over the past year. The full
Best and Worst for Wildlife report
with other conservation winners
and losers can be viewed on
NWF’s Web site at
www.nwf.org/bestand worst.

Ten years ago, a small gourmet
coffee business with 70 employ-
ees, struggled to compete with
larger coffee manufacturers. Cof-
fee Bean  International Inc. was
ready to grow, but didn’t have the
resources. By investing in new
technologies and effectively utiliz-
ing existing systems, CBI
increased annual revenue by $10
million, while adding only 15
employees. To handle increased
orders, CBI implemented Micro-
soft Windows 2000 Server,
enabling it to consolidate hard-
ware and fulfill orders more
quickly and efficiently. Similarly,
CBI used Microsoft Windows XP
for critical systems including
accounting, scheduling and data-
base development, which
improved the speed and efficiency
of applications and made cus-
tomer information more easily
and quickly accessible.

Screen Tight at www.screentight.com.
California Cut Flower Commission at www.ccfc.org.
United States Gypsum Company at www.usg.com.
Educational Testing Service (ETS) at www.ets.org/testing.
To learn more about Black Beauty, visit www.ColorChoice Plants.com.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops at www.usccb.org. 
Learn more about how to shop for a gas grill at www.weber.com.
Jim Henson’s Bear in the Big Blue House at www.bearinthebigblue
house.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
Reputation is an idle and most false imposition; oft got without
merit, and lost without deserving.

—William Shakespeare,
Othello

***

***
O, it is excellent to have a giant’s
strength; but it is tyrannous to
use it like a giant.

—William Shakespeare,
Measure for Measure

***

***
Weariness can snore upon the
flint, when resty sloth finds the
down pillow hard.

—William Shakespeare,
Cymbeline

***




