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(NAPSA)—The holidays bring
family and friends together to
enjoy good company, good conver-
sation and great food and drinks.
While the tradition of entertain-
ing during the holidays hasn’t
changed, that doesn’t mean that
how you entertain during the holi-
days must remain traditional.

Renowned party planner David
Tutera suggests tapping into the
hottest holiday entertaining
trends to ensure everyone enjoys a
holiday worth remembering.
Add a splash of contemporary

to the traditional 
Holiday entertaining often

seems like the same old thing. To
ensure that family and friends
return home for the holidays
again next year, Tutera suggests a
new twist on an old favorite. This
year’s holiday parties, he says,
will veer away from the standard
red-and-green combination and
focus on showcasing one color
family.

Tutera adds that an all-white
theme should extend into the foods
and beverages served as well. He
suggests a Belvedere Yuletide
Martini for a white holiday party,
or a Belvedere Golden Martini for
an all gold or copper party.

You can make the Belvedere
Yuletide Martini by mixing 2 oz.
Belvedere Vodka, 3⁄4 oz. Godiva
White Chocolate Liqueur and 3⁄4
oz. milk. Shake well. Strain into a
martini glass. Garnish with a
sprinkle of nutmeg.

To make the Belvedere Golden
Martini, shake 11⁄2 oz. Belvedere
Vodka, 1 oz. Grand Marnier with
ice. Strain into a martini glass.
Top with 2 oz. of Moët & Chandon
champagne. Garnish with a twist
of orange.

Cap off the evening with a
dessert party

The holidays are often a very
hectic time as families try to find
time to trim the tree, visit Santa,
hang the stockings and entertain.
Tutera notes that this holiday’s
savvy entertainers will focus on
throwing dessert parties, which
leave plenty of time for guests to
attend cocktail parties and sit-
down dinners earlier in the
evening without feeling rushed.

Food and beverage pairings at
a dessert party are crucial to its
success. Tutera suggests serving
berries marinated in Belvedere
Vodka and chocolates paired with
chilled shots of Belvedere Vodka. 

Give your guests a gift
Tutera reminds us that holiday

guests typically expect a small gift
from their host. Instead of the tra-
ditional ornament or candy, this
year give your guests something
unexpected, versatile and func-
tional—Belvedere Polish Luxury
Vodka. Whether your guests will
enjoy it themselves, or in turn

make festive holiday martinis for
their guests, this is a gift that will
not go unused.

Holiday entertaining tips
The holiday season is meant to

be enjoyed with family and
friends. To keep things merry and
bright, Tutera offers the following
entertaining tips:

• Plan your holiday party for a
weekday evening or Sunday—
There are only a few weekends
between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. Make it easy for your guests
to attend your party by planning it
for a day and time that they can
more easily accommodate.

• Alert your guests well in
advance—To ensure your guests
can make it to your party, be sure
to send out invitations well in
advance so they can mark their
calendars.

• Consider a tree-trimming or
tree-taking-down party—These
pre- and post-holiday parties offer
freedom from the stress of having
the house perfectly decorated and
provide a change from the more
traditional and formal holiday
parties.

• Delegate—If a guest asks
what they can bring to your party,
let them bring something. Dele-
gating will help ensure that you
get to enjoy the party just as
much as your guests.

• Add plenty of visuals—Be
sure to incorporate some of the
many opportunities for dramatic
visuals the holidays offer—from
candles to monochromatic color to
tree decorations.

• Offer a bounty of delicious
foods and beverages—The hall-
mark of the holidays is the shar-
ing of delicious foods and bever-
ages; make them memorable both
in appearance and flavor.

• Music—Live or recorded, hol-
iday music is essential for creat-
ing a festive mood.

Party Planner Shares Hottest Entertaining Trends

No matter how you choose to
celebrate the holidays, food and
drink can help make the affair.

Software Helps 
Students Get The Picture

(NAPSA)—Thanks to software
from a leader in the field of educa-
tional technology, teachers and
students are bringing math and
science concepts to life.

Studies show that educational
handheld technology, used in con-
junction with educational soft-
ware, can enhance learning in
math and science by using real-
world examples. This allows stu-
dents to visualize and analyze dif-
ferent principles.

With this learning style in
mind, Texas Instruments (TI)
created software called TI Inter-
Active! This integrated computer
software program allows a
teacher to develop lessons,
quizzes and in-class activities
that take everyday topics and
translate them into math, sci-
ence and physics concepts. 

“The software promotes critical
thinking and challenges students
to draw conclusions from their
results,” said Todd Morstein, a
high-school chemistry teacher in
Kalispell, Mont. 

It also makes it possible for
students and teachers to incorpo-
rate data from the Web, such as
batting averages or the movement
of the stock market and present it
visually.

The software is available
through the company’s Web store
in both home and teacher editions.

To learn more, visit http://edu
cation.ti.com/tiinteractivepromo.

Studies show visualizing prob-
lems can help students grasp
math and science concepts.

(NAPSA)—Whether they are
toddlers or teens, electing to bring
your kids to the polling place and
into the voting booth with you is
always a good idea. Democracy
makes a great first impression.

That is the message of the
“Take Your Kids to Vote” cam-
paign, an effort of the Council for
Excellence in Government, the
Partnership for Trust in Govern-
ment and dozens of nonprofit, cor-
porate, labor and nongovernmen-
tal partners to make voting a
family tradition and turn around
the declining voter turnout of
recent years. The goal is to get
kids familiar and comfortable with
voting and fostering an important
civic habit for a lifetime.

A recent study by the Council
for Excellence in Government
showed that parents have an
amazing influence on their chil-
dren’s future voting habits. Twice
as many young adults who grew up
with political discussion in their
homes believe voting is important
as those who did not.  Seventy-five
percent of young adults who grew
up with political discussion at
home are registered to vote. And
young people whose parents regu-
larly voted are twice as likely to
vote as their peers. Less than half
of college-age students are regis-
tered to vote; 1 in 5 actually do in
off-year elections.

The “Take Your Kids to Vote”
campaign has several tips to help
parents start a conversation with
their kids and make the connec-
tion between their communities
and their elected officials:

• Take your kids with you
when you register to vote.

• Pick an issue that is impor-
tant to your family (the environ-
ment or education, for example)
and follow it through the cam-

paign. Ask your kids where the
candidates stand on this issue.
Do they agree?

• Take a walk around your
neighborhood and see how many
campaign signs and bumper stick-
ers they can spot. Who do they
belong to? What messages do they
convey?

• Encourage kids to talk to
other adults (grandparents and
other family members) and find
out about the first time they
voted.

• If kids have a specific ques-
tion for a candidate, help them to
write a letter or send an e-mail.

• Watch the news and political
debates together as a family and
talk about it afterwards.

• Make Election Day a special
family day. Bring your children to
the polls with you. Explain what
you are doing and why it is
important.

For more information, includ-
ing games and links to important
election resources and kid-friendly
sites, log on to www.takeyourkids
tovote.org.

An Idea That’s Registering:Take Your Kids To Vote

When you make voting a fam-
ily tradition, your children will be
more likely to vote when they
reach 18.

✁
Editor’s Note: Election day 2002 is Tuesday, November 5.

(NAPSA)—You can take steps
to combat the greatest health risk
faced by most Americans: heart
disease. Great tasting foods that
are already in many people’s cup-
boards can help lower your choles-
terol, such as Honey Nut Cereal,
which has been given the Amer-
ican Heart Association “Heart
Check because it’s a heart healthy
food. Honey Nut Cheerios now
includes more soluble fiber per 1-
cup serving (0.75 grams). For
more information, visit www.chee-
rios. com.

Adventures in the Great Out-
doors can be easier and less
expensive, if you visit the right
sites. For example, www.altrec.
com/features contains hundreds of
articles and photo galleries on
where and how to go, how to gear
up and how to access tips about
outdoor skills and health and fit-
ness. If you’re just getting started,
remember to keep it easy, fun and
close to home, say experts at
Altrec.com.

For example, Solgar Vitamin
and Herb, the maker of Formula
VM-75®, a leading multivitamin
brand in health food stores, offers

over 20 different multivitamin
formulas to address specific well-
ness areas. In addition to age and
gender issues, Solgar formulas
consider the specific needs of veg-
etarians and those who observe
Kosher laws. The company also
offers products that are free of
sugars, starches and GMO
(Genetically Modified Organisms).
Multivitamins offer convenience,
balance, and economy and help
minimize the possibility of certain
nutritional deficiencies. To find
the health food store nearest you,
simply log onto Solgar’s Web site
at www.solgar.com. For more
nutrition information, visit
www.nutritionfocus.com.In Roman mythology the eagle was associated with lightning.

The warmest temperature ever
recorded in the United States
was 134˚F, at Greenland Ranch,
California, July 10, 1913.

St. John’s, the capital of New-
foundland, is the point in North
America closest to Europe.




