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(NAPSA)—The average cost of
building a new deck is about
$6,000, approximately the same
price as a new plasma-screen TV.
Yet, the average annual cost of
maintaining a deck is about the
same as going to dinner and a
movie. Annual maintenance can
stop common deck problems be-
fore they ruin decks—and house-
hold budgets. 

In a recent survey, durability
(the ability of a finish to wear a
long time before having to reap-
ply) and wood protection were the
most important factors for con-
sumers when choosing deck stains
and waterproofers. Other impor-
tant factors include color reten-
tion, protection from the sun’s
harmful UV rays and mildew
protection. 

A new product on the market
answers this call from consumers.
Behr Premium Weatherproofing
Wood Sealer & Finish outlasts
competitive products in terms of
durability, wood protection and
color retention, particularly when
used on horizontal surfaces.

“We’ve created a superior prod-
uct that combines the benefits of
both oil and water-based products
with the added protection of sili-
cone,” said Tom Lee, vice presi-
dent marketing, Behr. “More than
a waterproofer, this truly is a
weatherproofer that provides
durability and resistance to rain,
sun, sleet, hail, snow and wind.”

The new weatherproofer pro-
vides the penetrating power that
oil-based products offer for durabil-
ity and protection. It also has the
UV protection and fade resistance
of acrylics. However, one of the
biggest advantages of the finish is

convenience. It can
be applied to damp
or dry wood and
cleans up with soap
and water, thereby
saving you time.

Silicone has also
been added to the
product to enhance
durability, water
repellency and co-
lor retention. In
addition, silicone,
by its chemical na-
ture, is exception-
ally UV resistant.
Unlike wax emul-
sions used by other
products, silicone
does not appreciably degrade from
exposure to the sun’s rays. 

Following are some simple
steps for a hassle-free, do-it-your-
self deck refinish:

• Get the Right Equip-
ment: You’ll need rubber gloves,
plastic drop cloths (to protect
flowers and vegetation), goggles,
broom, hose with spray nozzle,
good quality brush, 3⁄4” nap paint
roller or pad with arm extension,
paint tray with liner and deck
stain/waterproofer.

• Clean It: Sweep your deck
and remove debris.

• Prep It: Home centers carry
a variety of different Behr deck
prep products. Depending on the
condition of your deck, a finish re-
mover, mildew stain remover and
wood brightener/conditioner may
be needed. Before applying deck
prep products, make sure that you
are wearing protective goggles
and gloves, and then follow the
label instructions for application.
Most deck prep products are sim-

ply sprayed on, scrubbed lightly,
then rinsed off.

• Finish It: Pour weather-
proofer into a lined paint tray and
apply using a paint roller or
brush. Coat a small area at a
time, maintaining a wet edge
when applying. Always remove
excess product and evenly distrib-
ute the finish by brushing back-
ward on the surface during all
application methods. Apply prod-
uct end to end or to board lengths
to prevent marks left on the fin-
ished surface from one coat’s edge
drying before the edge of the pre-
vious one, resulting in an uneven
thickness. Coat wood on all sides
for optimum performance and
always follow manufacturers’
label instructions.

• Maintain It: Decks should be
cleaned regularly and recoated as
needed, as fallen leaves and other
debris can damage the finish.

For more deck prep and
maintenance information visit
www.behr.com.

Keeping Decks In Ship-Shape Condition Year-Round

Deck Duty—A little maintenance can keep
decks looking great for years.

(NAPSA)—The lessons learned
from America’s dads are reflected
in 2003 Father’s Day cards that
feature red-white-and-blue, stars
and stripes. Images range from a
Harley-Davidson® motorcycle to a
collie dog wearing a red bandanna.

These Hallmark cards are
about courage, character, strength,
pride and love, and have an Amer-
icana look and feel. They celebrate
personal freedom, setting limits
and teaching by example.

One card uses gold stars and
says, “Dad, you were the first man
in my life and the one I have come
to set all my standards by since.
Thank you for being the good man
that you are and the loving father
you’ve always been.”

These cards echo the mood of
the nation in 2003, according to
Bill Zorn, who helps plan cards at
Hallmark. “These cards are about
the American character and men
who stand for something positive
in the lives of their wives and
children. They recognize men
who believe in the American way
of life and the principles that
make families strong.”

A card that says what dads
love to hear—“Dad, I’m Proud of
You”—written in bronze with the
image of a flag in the background
is about overcoming obstacles,
making dreams into reality and
keeping promises. 

One begins, “There are men
called heroes...” and honors the
everyday heroes whose kindness
and guidance inspire and comfort
their families.

Another group of Father’s Day
cards celebrates the love and
respect that women feel for their

husbands. “Hallmark research indi-
cates that it’s important to wives to
share the reasons that they love
their husbands,” Zorn says. “We’ve
added more cards that look and
sound almost like love letters. They
leave no doubt about how a woman
feels about her husband and the
father of her children.”

The cards talk about patience,
respect and the journey together
through good times and bad, and
they express the desire and belief
that love will continue. 

One looks as if it’s in an enve-
lope with the imprint of a heart in
sealing wax, and begins, “Honey,
from the very beginning, I could
tell—as a dad you’d be a natural.”
and it recounts the ways that a
husband complements a wife.

A card that pictures a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle and opens to
the sound of the motor for the
many motorcycle enthusiasts. A
unique gift is Hallmark’s 100th
Anniversary Harley-Davidson
lighted water globe with a vintage
motorcycle inside that sounds like
a Harley-Davidson motor.

Strength, Courage, Character Seen In 
All-American Dads

New cards to honor dads cel-
ebrate personal freedom, setting
limits, teaching by example.

(NAPSA)—Summer is right
around the corner and it’s a bright
idea to protect your skin from get-
ting sunburned. Lounging under a
leafy tree or a big umbrella is a
wonderful way to pass an hour or
two but sometimes it may be nec-
essary to take your shade with you.  

Some brands of outdoor wear,
such as Tilley Endurables, are
tested and granted Ultraviolet
Protection Factor (UPF) ratings
which are based on the amount of
ultraviolet radiation they block.
Tilley Endurables designs the
optimal choice in protective head-
gear, all of which are certified by
the AMC Cancer Research Center
to deliver a UPF of 50+, the maxi-
mum rating given.

Four ways to take your shade
with you:

• Start at the top by shading
the face, ears and neck with a
brimmed hat that offers certified
protection from ultraviolet rays.   

• Wear loose, closely woven
clothing made of lightweight
material to stay cool while provid-
ing your body with shade from the
burning rays. 

• When bare skin is necessary,
provide shade by applying sun-
screen with a sun protection fac-
tor (SPF) of 15 or higher.  

• Eyes also appreciate the

shade, but not all sunglasses pro-
tect your eyes from harmful rays,
so look for those with UV filters. 

Shade-providing Tilley Hats
are machine washable, float, tie
on in the wind, repel rain and
have a secret compartment for
money or keys. Moreover, Tilley
Hats come with a lifetime guaran-
tee against wearing out and are
insured against loss (two years,
all-perils, with a 50% deductible). 

You can learn more about Tilley
Hats online at www.tilley.com.

Have Fun In The Sun With Shade On The Go...

Protect the skin you’re in with
a shade-providing Tilley Hat for
maximum ultraviolet protection.

(NAPSA)—In a recent poll by
Allstate Financial, 93 percent of
Americans surveyed said they
believe it is up to individuals to
ensure their own financial secu-
rity during retirement. Only 38
percent of the average retiree’s
income is provided by Social Secu-
rity, according to the Social Secu-
rity Administration. The average
retiree’s monthly Social Security
check is about $848. Though
Social Security is one part of a
retirement plan, make sure you do
your part as well. Consider con-
tributing the maximum to your
company’s employee-sponsored
retirement savings plan and be
diligent in your personal savings.
An experienced professional can
help you evaluate how much
money to allocate to growth or
fixed income products. Log on to
Allstate.com for more information
about retirement products that can
help you sail smoothly throughout
retirement.

Founded in 1980 by Dr. Jack
Stephens with the support of 750
independent veterinarians, Veteri-
nary Pet Insurance offers a med-
ical insurance plan for dogs, cats,
birds and other common exotic
pets, with approximately 320,000
policies in force. Exclusively
endorsed by American Humane,
Veterinary Pet Insurance policies
make veterinary medicine afford-
able by covering more than 6,400
medical treatments for accidents
and illnesses, with optional cover-

age available for preventive and
routine care. For more informa-
tion, call 800-USA-PETS (800-
872-7387) or visit the Veterinary
Pet Insurance Web site at
petinsurance.com.

The independent partners of
Assurex Global, the world’s
largest privately held commercial
insurance and risk management
brokerage group, offer these tips
for choosing an insurance agent.
Select a local independent agent
who really knows your business,
industry and market. Avoid
national brokers who offer imper-
sonal service from afar. If you do
business abroad, seek a local bro-
ker with an international pres-
ence. Assurex Global has indepen-
dent broker partners in over 130
offices on six continents. To find
the nearest independent agent,
visit assurexglobal.com.

***
How wonderful it is that nobody
need wait a single moment
before starting to improve the
world.

—Anne Frank
***

***
Experience is a good teacher,
but her fees are very high.

—William Ralph Inge
***

***
Lose an hour in the morning,
and you will be all day looking
for it.

—Richard Whately
***

***
You can’t get spoiled if you do
your own ironing.

—Meryl Streep
***




