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(NAPSA)—More and more con-
sumers are shopping with pur-
pose, which is helping artisans in
poor countries earn a living.

The benefits of purchasing
socially responsible goods are
clear. Consumers buy hand-
crafted, one-of-a-kind products
from developing countries, with
confidence that their purchase is
helping others. Artisans create
new employment opportunities for
themselves and others to improve
their living standards, support
their families and keep their
crafts alive.

For example, flooding in the
central part of Chile has de-
stroyed thousands of homes and
washed away roads, but through
employment with companies in
the United States, artisans have
been able to rebuild their lives
much faster. Since last year, one
online company has purchased
crafts from individual or small
business enterprises in Chile val-
ued at more than $20,000, which
makes a significant contribution
to the families who need it. 

Since 2001, development expert,
Marilyn Garson, has traveled
to nine countries helping arti-
sans , from Chile to Burma to
Afghanistan. She said that nearly
every one she’s met has rated edu-
cation as a priority in the pursuit
of improved living conditions and
prospects for their children.

“Success in selling our products
means food, schooling, medicine
and hope for dozens of families
in Peru,” said Rochelle Beck,
importer of Peruvian jewelry. “The
artisans I work with literally wept
tears of joy and danced in the
streets when they received a sec-
ond order for their crafts.”

The fall of 2002 marks the
first-year anniversary of Over-
stock.com’s Worldstock depart-
ment, which was the brainchild
of the company’s CEO, Patrick
Byrne. He holds a doctorate in
philosophy with an emphasis on
issues related to poverty and eco-
nomic development.

“I have met many disadvan-
taged artisans in my life and

know that they are not seeking
handouts, but instead want work,
self-respect and the ability to earn
a living,” said Byrne.

Overstock.com provides the re-
sources of a large retail business to
artisans in the United States and
developing countries to help them
earn a living while crafting prod-
ucts at affordable prices for con-
sumers. It features a variety of
items, including forged steel and
glass home décor accessories from
India, painted kites from Bali,
recycled copper vases from Nepal,
handblown glasses from Mexico,
alpaca blankets from Peru, as well
as silver and beaded jewelry from
various countries.

Customers praise the hand-
crafted products as not only beau-
tiful and unique, but also durable,
functional and fun.

Since launching the socially
responsible goods department last
year, Overstock.com has pur-
chased more than $1.1 million of
products from thousands of arti-
sans in 40 countries.

To learn more about buying arti-
san crafts from developing coun-
tries and how every sale makes an
impact, visit www.worldstock.com.

Socially Responsible Shopping Helps Artisans Worldwide

This Chilean potter is one of
many artisans whose products are
sold online, which helps support
families and educate children
around the world.

(NAPSA)—Why are comfort
foods back in style? Some say it’s
their timeless ability to satisfy the
palate and soothe the spirit.

One way to capture cherished
recipes from days gone by is read-
ing Grandma’s Kitchen: Treasured
Family Recipes™. Or you can visit
www.cookingvillage.com.

Here’s an easy-to-follow recipe
that honors the classic tradition of
farmhouse potato soup “like
grandma used to make”:

Chunky Potato Soup

Ingredients
3 medium red potatoes
2 cups water
1 small onion
3 tablespoons butter
3 tablespoons all-purpose

flour
Crushed red pepper flakes
Ground black pepper

3 cups milk
1/2 teaspoon sugar
1 cup shredded Cheddar

cheese
1 cup cubed cooked ham

1. Peel potatoes and cut
into 1-inch cubes.

2. Bring water to a boil in
large saucepan. Add potatoes
and cook until tender. Drain,
reserving liquid. Set aside
potatoes. Measure 1 cup cook-
ing liquid, adding water, if
necessary; set aside.

3. Peel and finely chop
onion. Melt butter in saucepan
over medium heat. Add onion
to saucepan; cook, stirring fre-
quently, until onion is translu-

cent and tender, but not brown.
4. Add flour to saucepan;

season with pepper flakes and
black pepper to taste. Cook 3
to 4 minutes.

5. Gradually add potatoes,
reserved 1 cup cooking liquid,
milk and sugar to onion mix-
ture in saucepan; stir well.
Add cheese and ham. Simmer
over low heat 30 minutes, stir-
ring frequently. Store left-
overs, covered, in refrigerator.

For more information, visit
www.cookingvillage.com.

King Potato Still Rules Many Kitchens

Old-fashioned, hearty potato
soup is a treat from the past but
as modern as tomorrow, thanks
to time-saving recipes from
Grandma’s Kitchen: Treasured
Family Recipes™.

Grandma’s Tip: Serve soup with
fresh bread or for a slightly dif-
ferent twist, in individual bread
bowls. Slice off a piece from the
top of small round loaves,
remove most of the inside of the
loaf, and fill with hot soup.

A Teddy Bear To Hug
(NAPSA)—A lot of bear hugs

have gone by since the very first
Teddy Bear appeared 100 years ago. 

THEN: The first Teddy Bears,
named after President Teddy Roo-
sevelt, appeared in a Brooklyn sta-
tionery and novelty store window
in 1902. The two bears, made by
the shopkeeper’s wife from plush
stuffed excelsior, were immediately
popular.

NOW: A delightful new plush
Teddy Bear has been introduced
that’s perfect for hugging and just
right for cuddling. The bear, called
Touch My Heart Fuzzy Bear, is a
huggable 15-inch plush Teddy Bear
that, when switched on, becomes a
unique playmate that children can
confide in and laugh with.

Children can press Fuzzy’s right
ear and he greets them with one of
many gentle phrases like “Have
you ever wished upon a star? I
wished I could have all the desserts
I wanted.” Fuzzy then asks a ques-
tion, for instance, “What would you
wish for?” He then pauses to listen
to the child's response, then says
something such as, “I know exactly
what you mean.” The Fuzzy Bear,
created by SmartGroup, encour-
ages sharing of personal feel-
ings—with sometimes humorous
or heart-warming results. Touch
My Heart Bear is available at all
Wal-Mart stores. 

The new Fuzzy bear is an
updated version of an old favorite.

(NAPSA)—With another win-
ter just around the corner, it’s
time to start thinking about clean-
ing, restoring and protecting your
deck so it survives the onslaught
of ice, snow, sleet and moisture
that can damage it during the
months ahead. Here’s some deck
“survival” tips from the experts at
Wolman Wood Care Products:

• Patio furniture stored for the
winter? Take the opportunity to
“protect your deck” and get it
ready for winter. The first step in
protecting your deck is to restore
your weathered-gray deck and
thoroughly clean it to remove the
dirt, mildew and food stains that
accumulated over the spring and
summer months. 

Use a specially formulated
deck cleaner like Wolman Deck &
Fence Brightener, which features
an oxygenated bleach formula
that removes grayed wood sur-
faces, ground-in dirt and even the
toughest of stains. 

It restores a natural, like-new
look to wood without bleaching or
degrading its structure, like chlo-
rine bleach solutions can. It even
removes invisible coating barriers,
like excess wax, mill glaze and old,
water-repellent residue.

• Step One: For previously
stained wood, strip any faded,
deteriorated or unwanted colored
coating. Use a product such as
Wolman DeckStrip Stain & Finish
Remover that removes both oil
and latex solid or semitransparent
stains and toned finishes, and pre-
pares the wood for the reapplica-
tion of protective coatings. In 15
minutes, DeckStrip dissolves the
old coating, so you can rinse it
away and restore the wood to its
pre-stained, natural look.

• Step Two: After the wood is
restored and your deck is rid of
surface barriers or unwanted fin-
ishes, it’s important to seal it with
a protective water repellent finish
and preservative. 

Water repellents stop rain, sleet,
snow and ice from penetrating the
wood surface, which can cause
cracking, splitting and warping. 

Select a product such as Wol-
man F&P-Premium Wood Finish
and Preservative, which offers a
guarantee on water repellent lon-
gevity so you won’t have to apply
a new coat every year. Wolman
F&P also contains an EPA-regis-
tered preservative that will
impede the growth of mold and
mildew, and protect against rot
and decay.

For more deck “survival” tips
visit the Wolman Web site at
www.wolman.com. Or, call the com-
pany’s technical service department
at 1-800-556-7737.

Deck “Survival”Tips

Water repellents stop rain,
sleet, snow and ice from penetrat-
ing a wood surface and causing
cracking, splitting and warping.

(NAPSA)—Surprisingly, one of
the world’s leading oil producers
has also turned out to be a global
leader in environmental matters.

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE), a federation of seven emi-
rates that border the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Gulf, holds nearly
10 percent of the world’s proven
crude oil reserves. Yet it is the
country’s forward-looking environ-
mental policies that have drawn
international attention.

“Under the leadership of
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al
Nahyan, the UAE has been able
to develop economically and
socially while protecting the envi-
ronment,” says Al-Asri Al-Dhahri,
UAE ambassador to the U.S.

Sheikh Zayed’s efforts to main-
tain this delicate balance have
earned him the World Wildlife
Foundation’s Gold Panda Award,
making him the first sitting head
of state to be so honored. His envi-
ronmental initiatives include:

• A yearly increase in the vari-
ety of the country’s bird life, which
at last tally included over 400
species.

• The creation of marine parks
to preserve coral reefs in the Emi-

rate of Fujairah.
• A ban by the Ministry of

Agriculture and Fisheries on the
catching of turtles or the taking of
their eggs.

• The sponsorship—along with
the United Nations—of an inter-
national conference on creating
strategies for blending sustain-
able economic development while
protecting the environment.

• The creation of a number of
wildlife reserves that promote
breeding programs and the
preservation of endangered
species, such as the Arabian oryx,
the Arabian leopard and the
flamingo.

• Efforts to “green” the desert
that include the creation of 39
public parks, occupying an area of
3.7 million square meters. 

“While it is common knowledge
that, as a member of OPEC, the
Emirates produce nearly 2.1 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day, what is not
as nearly well-known are the coun-
try’s exemplary environmental
policies,” says Al-Dhahri.

To learn more about the coun-
try and its environmental policies
and efforts, visit the Web site at
www.emirates.org.

A Nation That Protects The Environment

Cornelius Van de Steeg of
Perry, Iowa was a practicing
lawyer until the age of 101.

Hares are not true rabbits. In
general, hares are larger and
usually have longer ears and
legs.




