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by K. Bailey Fucanan
(NAPSA)—You can gain under-

standing of beauty, talent, hard
work and heritage in America’s
museums. The exhibits may move
you, sometimes with tears, some-
times with laughter. And from the
breathtaking fine art of The
Barnes Foundation to the sheer
folly of Three Stooges memora-
bilia at The Stoogeum, the Valley
Forge area of Pennsylvania hosts
some of the country’s most mag-
nificent collections.
An amazing assemblage of

French impressionist, post-
impressionist and early modern
art, including an unprecedented
number of masterpieces by Pierre-
Auguste Renoir, is showcased at
The Barnes Foundation in Merion
Station. All were collected by the
late Dr. Albert C. Barnes for edu-
cation and art appreciation.
Wharton Esherick Studio, atop

Valley Forge Mountain, pays
homage to the Dean of American
Craftsmen and is considered the
artisan’s autobiography in wood.
Everything from the unique cut-
ting boards in the kitchen to the
patchwork flooring celebrates the
medium. Esherick handcrafted the
studio in four stages over 40 years.
The Schwenkfelders were a

Protestant sect who fled Germany
and Silesia during the 1700s and
settled in Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Their heritage is preserved
at the Schwenkfelder Library and
Heritage Center in Pennsburg—
the only facility of its kind. The
museum’s library houses approxi-
mately 30,000 volumes of 17th,
18th and 19th century writings on
the group, the Protestant Refor-
mation, Pennsylvania German
culture, area history and more.
The Philip and Muriel Berman

Museum of Art at Ursinus College

boasts an impressive 52-piece per-
manent outdoor sculpture collec-
tion of works in bronze, steel,
granite and marble, which adorn
the Collegeville campus land-
scape. All but two were gifts from
the Bermans, area philanthropists
and art patrons for more than 50
years. Inside the museum, two
ample gallery rooms foster learn-
ing by featuring different exhibits
every three months.
At The Stoogeum (rhymes with

museum) in Spring House, the
offering is slightly different. From
mass-produced toys, games and air
fresheners to rare and one-of-a-
kind movie posters and personal
effects, it’s all Stooges, all the time!
Nearly 100,000 pieces of memora-
bilia are on display in this state-of-
the-art facility open by appoint-
ment only.
More marvelous menageries in

the Valley Forge area include the
American Helicopter Museum
and Education Center and the
Boyertown Museum of Historic
Vehicles. For directions, hours
and additional information, visit
www.valleyforge.org.
• Ms. Fucanan is Director of

Communications, Valley Forge
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

A Menagerie Of Museums In Southeastern Pennsylvania

The Stoogeum, featuring Three
Stooges memorabilia, is just one
of several museums in the Valley
Forge area.

(NAPSA)—From the table set-
tings to the bridesmaids’ nail pol-
ish color, brides-to-be work night
and day to ensure that their wed-
ding is the perfect affair, and that
desire for perfection may not stop
once the new Mr. and Mrs. are
announced. After she’s secured the
best 10-piece band and a dinner to
die for, the bride deserves a gift
that really wows on her special
day. So how does one fulfill the
beautiful bridezilla’s need for the
best?
To help you make the most of

your next wedding R.S.V.P. and to
keep your own head from spin-
ning, try one of the following wed-
ding or shower gift suggestions to
guarantee a happily-ever-after:

Stage the Perfect Honey-
moon Early—After months spent
picking out flowers and exercising
to achieve that buff physique, the
bride has little time to focus and
prepare for the honeymoon. Find
out where the honeymoon destina-
tion will take the couple and cre-
ate a care package with guide-
books and a gift certificate for a
local restaurant. Customize the
gift with monogrammed beach
towels or currency for their inter-
national destination. This is a per-
fect gift to present at pre-wedding
showers or at the rehearsal dinner
to ensure the happy couple can
enjoy what’s inside before jetting
off to Tahiti, Rome or even a
nearby town.

The Perfect Thank-You—If
she’s worried about color-coded
seating charts, she’ll love the
opportunity to send out the perfect

thank-you cards on behalf of her
and the happy hubby. Designer
stationery, cards and envelope
seals (with her new last name, of
course) are the perfect way to say
thanks and allow her to check one
more item off the postnuptial to-do
list.

Perfect for the Home—Give
them something stylish and use-
ful for their new kitchen that
doesn’t match the other four
toasters they’re likely to receive.
For example, the new Electrolux
Ergorapido, a combination 2-in-1
stick and hand vacuum that’s

lightweight and cordless, is the
perfect solution for husbands and
wives on the go. Available at Tar-
get and through Target’s Club
Wedd registry for under $100,
Ergorapido is sure to bring years
of happiness and cleanliness.
“Brides want nothing less than

a perfect day, and it’s easy to pre-
sent them with gifts that comple-
ment different aspects of their
newly married lifestyle,” said
Jackie Cooper, director of market-
ing communications for Elec-
trolux. “Ergorapido integrates a
convenient, 2-in-1 design with a
sleek style that will help new cou-
ples clean faster and easier.”
The appliance boasts a hue of

Diamond Sand and is lightweight,
easy to carry and handles quick
pickups around the home in a
snap, leaving more time to enjoy
wedded bliss. With a detachable
handheld unit, it’s effortless to
share the cleaning chores and
reach other surfaces such as coun-
tertops and hard-to-reach crev-
ices. A front-open dust cup that
can be emptied with the help of an
upright vacuum’s hose or flipped
open to pour debris directly into
the trash keeps hands clean and
will keep newly exchanged rings
in tip-top shape.
Finding the perfect wedding

gift and keeping bridezilla under
control doesn’t have to be a chal-
lenge. Make it an occasion with a
gift that wows for the home, the
honeymoon or after the party.
For more information about

gift giving, gift givers can visit
www.electroluxusa.com.

Keep Bridezillas At Bay With The Perfect Gift

From a mongrammed beach towel
to a gift certificate to your favorite
restaurant, your gift can set the
tone for a blissful marriage.

(NAPSA)—If you watch reality
TV, you know that Americans love
to pick a winner—and now there’s
a chance to choose from five deli-
cious new contestants.
That’s because a favorite brand

of light ice cream has introduced
its second-season lineup of “Amer-
ican Idol” light ice cream flavors.
Ice cream lovers can sample this
year’s hopefuls and cast a vote for
their favorite flavor—offering a
scoop of Hollywood fun for the
entire family.
These Dreyer ’s/Edy’s Slow

Churned light ice cream flavors
will have a sweet opportunity to
shine in the spotlight while dishing
up their individual personalities:
Cheesecake Diva: This delight-

ful diva may catch your eye with
its creamy, luxurious cheesecake
light ice cream that commands
the spotlight with decadent
brownie bites and an entourage of
fudge swirls.
Cookies ’n Dreamz: The stuff

that dreamz are made of—down-
home chocolate light ice cream
filled with crunchy pieces of choco-
late cookie.
Mint Karaoke Cookie: Who’s

that dreamboat on stage? Here’s
an undiscovered star who’s ready
for prime time: a cool-headed mint
light ice cream with a crescendo of
chocolate cookies.
Most Orange-inal: This mix-

master performs with genuine
freshness and flair. Creamy vanilla
light ice cream blended with swirls
of refreshing orange sorbet creates
a sensational new beat.
One Split Wonder: Flash in the

carton or here to stay? This flavor
hits the stage with rich banana

light ice cream swirling with fruit
and gooey fudge.
Ice cream lovers and “Idol”

fanatics can cast votes for their
favorite flavors at Slowchurned.com
until May 31. The winning flavor
will earn a permanent spot in the
Slow Churned light ice cream
lineup. Fans who cast a vote before
April 29, 2008 will be entered for a
chance to win a trip to the “Ameri-
can Idol” finale and other cool
prizes.
To celebrate the new flavors,

the show’s Season Six finalists
Melinda Doolittle and Chris
Richardson will be hitting the
road on a 20-city U.S. tour, per-
forming and meeting fans.
To locate stores that carry the

new flavors, visit Dreyer’s/Edy’s
Flavor Finder at Slowchurned.com.
But hurry, because these popular
flavors may disappear faster than
the Idols voted off last week.

Sampling A Scoop Of Hollywood Fun

“American Idol” finalist Melinda
Doolittle wants you to vote. Is it lux-
urious Cheesecake Diva or dreamy
Mint Karaoke Cookie?

(NAPSA)—While everyone en-
joys attending parties, hosting them
is another story. In addition to clean-
ing, decorating and music selections,
there is always the menu.
Whether you’re hosting an ele-

gant cocktail soiree, a rowdy foot-
ball party or simply relaxing with
friends and family over great wine
and cheese, there’s a new snack
that’s sure to help accommodate
all your guests’ taste preferences.
New Town House Flipsides cel-

ebrate the joining of two of Amer-
ica’s favorites—the pretzel and
the cracker. Dipped, topped or
eaten alone, the new snack is sure
to please partygoers’ palates.
“This new pretzel-cracker com-

bination is a must-have snack for
entertaining,” said football great
and snack enthusiast Joe Theis-
mann. “My wife Robin and I do a
lot of entertaining, and our guests
are sure to love the versatility and
great taste of Town House Flip-
sides crackers.”
Here are some of Theismann’s

other tips for throwing a fabulous
party:

• Tip #1—Don’t stress over
the small stuff. Chances are,
party guests will not realize the
plates and the napkins aren’t a
perfect match. And remember,
variety is the spice of any party!

• Tip #2—Learn to love
lists. A to-do list will help you
stay organized. And crossing
things off your list will give you a
sense of accomplishment.

• Tip #3—Ask your guests.
If people ask what they can
bring—tell them. If you are hav-
ing a dinner party, suggest
guests bring a favorite topping
spread. Set it next to Town
House Flipsides!

• Tip #4—Add mood with
music. Music adds ambience to
any gathering. Compile your
favorite party songs on to two or
three CDs and put the CD player
on repeat for the length of the
party—and don’t forget to dance!

• Tip #5—Relax and enjoy
the party. If the host is not enjoy-
ing herself, no one else is. You
invited your guests because you
like them, so make sure you min-
gle and have fun!

Entertain With Ease
***

Success is never final, failure is
never fatal; it’s courage that
counts.

—Sir Winston Churchill
***

***
The more I study religions the
more I am convinced that man
never worshipped anything but
himself.

—Richard Francis Burton
***

***
I can’t understand why people
are frightened of new ideas. I’m
frightened of the old ones.

—John Cage
***

***
Wear a smile and have friends;
wear a scowl and havewrinkles.
What do we live for if not to
make the world less difficult for
each other?

—George Eliot
***




