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(NAPSA)—Most drivers don’t
have a clue as to what type of
tires are on their car. Even though
tires are one of the most techno-
logically advanced parts of a car,
as well as the only bits that actu-
ally touch the road, they are not
top, middle or even bottom of
mind for most consumers. 

“It’s a shame tires are largely
ignored,” said Fred Koplin, direc-
tor of marketing communications
at Yokohama Tire Corporation.
“They influence the braking,
steering, comfort, handling, safety
and fuel efficiency of every vehi-
cle. Tires are technical marvels,
receiving a daily pounding over all
sorts of surfaces in all kinds of
weather conditions, yet they con-
tinue to perform with incredible
effectiveness.”

One reason some people pay
little attention to tires is because
there are so many types available
on the market—at last count
about 3,500 sizes and types from
dozens of manufacturers. Impor-
tantly, though, having the wrong
tire on a vehicle is akin to wear-
ing shoes that don’t fit—they
don’t work well and may be
harmful. Cornering, acceleration,
wet-road traction, tire wear, ride,
styling and fuel economy can be
modified by changing tires. In
short, knowing what types of
tires are available is important
because it can save money and
fuel and vastly improve a vehi-
cle’s ride and handling. 

“A tire generally delivers both
mileage and performance, but
not both equally,” Koplin said.
“Tires using a harder rubber
compound will last longer and
boost gas mileage, but could
deliver less traction and more
noise, while softer tread com-
pound tires handle well but wear
more quickly.” 

Koplin offers some basic defini-
tions to help drivers pick the best
tire for their vehicle:

• All-Season Tire: As stated,
a tire designed for all four sea-
sons. They can eliminate the need
for snow tires in some moderate-
winter areas.

• High-Performance Tire:
Tires designed for handling at
higher speeds. 

• Light Truck Tire: Designed
for sport utility vehicles, pickup
trucks, recreational vehicles and
some small commercial vehicles. 

• Radial Tire: “Radial” de -
scribes the way the tire is con-
structed. These tires are on most
passenger cars as well as light
trucks. 

• Touring Performance Tire:
A tire providing the ride comfort of
a standard passenger car tire yet
possessing some high-performance
tire characteristics. 

“Replacing tires is like buying
insurance or going to the dentist,”
Koplin said. “No one wants to do
it, but it’s necessary. The more you
know, the less painful it will be.”

For more information on tires,
visit www.yokohamatire.com or
the Rubber Manufacturers Associ-
ation’s Web site at www.rma.org.

Tires—Technical Marvels That Are Generally Ignored

A vehicle with properly inflated
tires gets better gas mileage and
increases tread wear.

(NAPSA)—Are you wasting
your money? You? No way, be -
cause you shop the sales, you’ve
switched from premium brands to
store labels, and you’ve even given
up your $4 Starbucks lattes,
right? Wrong. 

Unless you’re an uber-geek,
you may not be using some sim-
ple, free Web sites that can save
you hundreds of dollars a month
from the comfort of your own liv-
ing room. So get ready to save
wads of cash with these good sites
for bad economic times. This week
we recommend Become.com
(www.become.com). 

Comparison Shopping 2.0
If you tried a comparison-shop-

ping site in the early days, you
might have found the early shop
bots a little frustrating—like
unruly toddlers. Bad search
results and out-of-stock products
weren’t uncommon with the young
technology, admits Michael Yang,
who created mySimon, one of the
first shop bots, in 1998. 

But the new, grown-up genera-
tion of comparison-shopping Web
sites really rocks. Yang founded
Become.com in 2005 to take
advantage of radical advances in
search technology. Here’s how
you—and your wallet—can take
advantage, too.

Become.com searches over
5,000 legitimate retailers who sell
everything from appliances, books
and clothing to zebra-print towels.
Type in the product you want and
click “Shop.” You’ll instantly see
who sells your product and where
you can score the lowest price. 

And if you think the Internet
has leveled the playing field on
product pricing, think again: The
savings are astonishing. An iden-
tical juicer for the kitchen was

selling for $124 at one online
retailer and $169 at another.  

Score Big Savings
“I’ve probably saved $800 since

I started using Become.com,” says
Paul Templeman of Minneapolis,
Minn. “My biggest savings was on
a new TV and TV stand. I found a
way lower price than at my local
chain stores.”

Since you’ll need the total cost
including shipping and handling
to make an exact price compari-
son, Become.com automatically
adds in any shipping fees based
on your zip code. Many merchants
today offer free shipping to be
competitive, notes Yang.

“I recently needed to buy a new
stroller and I saved $40 using
Become.com,” said Lisa Barber, an
emergency technician in San
Ramon, Calif. “The ease of com-
parisons surprised me.”

So add this surprisingly easy
money-saving strategy to your bag
of budget-stretching tricks. If like
other Americans, you’re feeling
the pinch of rising gas and food
prices, you can get a little relief
with the click of your mouse at
Become.com. 

Surprising Ways You Can Save 
Big Bucks In Bad Economy

The new generation of compari-
son-shopping sites makes it easy
to find the best prices.

(NAPSA)—Gardeners have
long enjoyed the beauty of
hydrangeas, but until recently
these show-stopping flowers were
not usually potted for display on a
patio or deck.

Fortunately, many varieties of
these gorgeous garden dwellers
can now be planted in large con-
tainers and thrive all summer
long. Here’s how you can enjoy
these blooming beauties potted
right on your patio:

Select A Well-Suited Variety
There are several new vari-

eties of hydrangeas that have
been introduced in the past few
years that perform wonderfully
in containers. The Forever &
Ever Series and Endless Sum-
mer Hydrangeas are quite suc-
cessful as potted plants, with
compact growth and long-lasting
blooms.

Forever & Ever Peppermint
features gorgeous mop-headed
blooms and one-of-a-kind bicolor
petals. Depending on your soil,
the petals will display a brush-
stroke of either pink or blue in the
center. Growing to approximately
24 inches tall and 36 inches wide,
its compact stature makes it ideal
for patio containers.

Forever & Ever Together is yet
another attractive variety sure to
bring attention to your patio. Its
blooms span 8 inches across and
are made up of unique double flo-
rets that actually change color
throughout the season. Starting
the summer off by opening with a
light-green color, the blooms
change to pink or blue by mid-
summer (depending on your soil
pH), and end the season with a
rich violet or red color as tempera-
tures begin to cool.

Choose The
Correct Container

As a general rule, the patio
container you select should be a
good 2 to 4 inches wider and
deeper than the nursery pot in
which your hydrangea came. This
will give the roots adequate room
to grow. Choose light-colored con-
tainers to reflect heat away. Most
importantly, the container should
have adequate drainage holes. 

Start With A Specific Soil
When planting hydrangeas in

containers, always use a commer-
cial potting mix that is sterilized
and disease-free. Remember, your
plants will thrive in a humus-rich
soil. Some mixes even contain
polymers to retain water, as well
as slow-release fertilizers, both of
which are excellent for containers.

Plant A Particular Way
When planting hydrangeas,

place several inches of soil in the
bottom of your container first.
Remove your hydrangea from its
previous pot and center it on top
of this base soil. Fill in the sides
with soil so there are no air pock-
ets, then press gently with your
hands, adding more soil if needed.

If your soil mix did not contain
fertilizer, apply a blend made for
flowering shrubs according to
package directions. Top it off with
a thin layer of bark to help keep
the plant from drying out. Water
thoroughly right after planting,
making sure the soil is very moist.

Look After It Lovingly
Hydrangeas prefer full sun to

partial shade, but potted hy -
drangeas should not be placed in
full sun for the entire day. Find a
place on your patio with morning
sun and afternoon shade for your
hydrangea to be happiest and per-
form its best. It’s also a good idea
for the location to be protected
from the wind. 

Hydrangeas tend to be thirsty
plants, even more so in contain-
ers. Daily watering will keep your
plants looking their best, but be
careful not to overwater either—
just keep the soil nice and moist.
Using a water-soluble fertilizer
every few weeks will help with
new growth for continuous beauty. 

Keep a watchful eye out for signs
of pests or diseases. Pests such as
red spider mites and aphids, as well
as diseases like powdery mildew,
can be common. If you suspect prob-
lems, contact a garden center to
help keep your blooming beauties
healthy and strong. 

Cold winter temperatures are
hard on container plants since
their roots are above ground.
Bring your hydrangea inside an
unheated garage or storage build-
ing over the winter, watering reg-
ularly. Then in the spring, bring
your plant back out onto the patio.

Hydrangeas might require a
little extra TLC, but the summer-
long blooms are worth every
minute of it.

Showstopping Flowers Blooming Beautifully On Patios And Decks

Beautiful new varieties of hy -
drangeas have been introduced
that  perform wonderful ly  in
containers.

(NAPSA)—For information on
cerebral palsy, call the National
Dissemination Center for Chil-
dren with Disabilities at 
(800) 695-0285 or log on to
www.nichcy.org/. You can also go
to www.reachingforthestars.org
and the CDC Web site
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/
ActEarly/cerebral_palsy.html. 

**  **  **
The 60-minute BioWindows

survey, developed by Iris BioTech-
nologies, uses genetics and demo-
graphics in order to create extra-
ordinarily detailed biological
windows that will help identify
prognosis and eventual preven-
tion of breast cancer. To learn
about the future of personalized
gene expression medicine, visit
www.irisbiotech.com.

**  **  **
Every family should have a

first aid kit. An inexpensive one is
available at CVS/pharmacy. To
find the nearest one, go to
www.cvs.com or call 1-800-746-
7287. 

**  **  **
“There’s no excuse for recent

graduates to go uninsured,” said

Bruce Telkamp, executive vice
president of eHealthInsurance.
 com. To learn about health insur-
ance options, talk to a licensed
agent or visit eHealthInsur
ance.com.

**  **  **
To assist PKU patients, Bio-

Marin Pharmaceutical, maker of
Kuvan, established the BioMarin
Patient and Physician Support
Program that matches patients
eligible for Kuvan with case man-
agers who will help with access to
the therapy. Learn more at
www.kuvan.com and (877) MY
KUVAN (1-877-695-8826).

(NAPSA)—“Wines that work
with barbecue need to be full-bod-
ied, with good structure and tan-
nins,” says Whole Foods wine
expert Geof Ryan. Recipes and
information are at www.whole
 foodsmarket.com or www.wines
 fromspainusa.com.

**  **  **
For a free Ragú “Feed Our

Kids Well” recipe booklet, with
time-saving tips, meal-planning
suggestions and delicious recipes
from TV Food Network’s Robin
Miller, celebrity fitness trainer
Kathy Kaehler, parenting guru
Stacy DeBroff and nutritionists
from across the U.S., go to
www.FeedOurKidsWell.com.

**  **  **
For an easy appetizer, split a

California dried Calimyrna
(golden) or Mission (black) fig in
half and place a slice of Asiago
cheese on top. Additional cheese
suggestions, as well as authentic
Tuscan recipes, can be found at
www.TuscanyTonight.com.

***
History is a kind of introduction to more interesting people than
we can possibly meet in our restricted lives; let us not neglect the
opportunity.

—Dexter Perkins
***




