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WORKING FOR A BETTER HAITI: THE RED CROSS WORK IN ACTION

on January twelfth, 2010, a seven-point-oh magnitude earthquake struck port-au-prince, haiti, 
killing more than two-hundred thousand people, destroying homes, infrastructure and people’s 
livelihoods, leaving two-point-three million people to seek shelter in makeshift camps. the american 
red cross and our partners are helping ensure haiti not only recovers from the earthquake but 
can better withstand and cope with future disasters. so how does it work? we work closely with 
the haitian red cross, the haitian government, local authorities and community members, as well 
as local and international partners to ensure a coordinated vision for community rebuilding. 
the red cross helps move men and women, the old and young, the healthy and disabled out of 
camps while still caring for those who remain there. the red cross is ensuring that haitians have 
better access to clean water and sanitation. we are engaging volunteer health teams to educate 
haitians about cholera prevention, hand washing, and household water treatment so they can 
stem future outbreaks. the red cross works with schools and community youth groups to promote 
disaster preparedness and first aid training. we work with community members to make decisions 
and prioritize actions. the red cross moves beyond demolition and makes communities safer by 
creating pathways and drainage ditches and by adding solar-powered lighting. we’re not only 
safely rebuilding homes and other infrastructure, but we’re making communities more resilient by 
teaching people fundamental skills. the red cross supports green rebuilding practices to ensure 
a more environmentally sustainable haiti in the future. we help community groups form savings 
associations so that they, and the community, can better reach their financial goals. the red cross 
supports the building of new hospitals and clinics that offer high-quality medical treatment and 
train haitian medical professionals. in the end, the american red cross is restoring and reinforcing 
communities that can thrive and better withstand future disasters in the years to come.


