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EVERY PENNY COUNTS

MY NAME 1S JULIE AND LUKE AND MOLLY ARE MY KIDS. BRANDEN AND | HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR NEARLY FIFTEEN
YEARS AND LUKE AND MOLLY ARE OUR LIFE. LUKE IS ELEVEN AND HE'S ALL BOY. LIKE LOVES TO PLAY OUTSIDE. HE LOVES ALL
SPORTS. HE IS INVOLVED IN BASKETBALL AND ARCHERY AND BASEBALL. VWWHEN HE GROWS UP, HE WANTS TO BE A FIREFIGHTER
AND A FARMER. NOT SURE HOW THAT'LL WORK BUT THAT'S HIS GOAL. MOLLY IS EIGHT AND SHE IS FULL OF PERSONALITY. SHE
IS THE STAR OF THE SHOW WHEREVER SHE GOES WHETHER THERE'S A SHOW OR NOT. SHE LOVES TO PLAY WITH HER AMERICAN
GIRL DOLLS. YOU CAN SEE THAT | LOVE DOLLS. SHE LOVES TO MAKE VIDEOS, PUT ON SHOWS, ALWAYS BE THE CENTER OF
ATTENTION. WE CAME FROM ENGLAND AND WENT ALL THE WAY TO BRITISH. LUKE HAD R-S-V AS A BABY AND ENDED UP IN
THE HOSPITAL AND SO WHEN HIS BLOOD COUNTS WERE LOW, THEY FIGURED IT WAS RELATED TO THE R-S-V. WE WERE SENT
TO CHILDREN’S SO THAT THEY COULD LOOK TO SEE IF HE HAD LEUKEMIA, AND EVERYTHING CAME BACK FINE, HE DIDN'T HAVE
LEUKEMIA, SO WE BREATHED A SIGH OF RELIEF AND A FEW DAYS LATER GOT THE CALL THAT ACTUALLY HE HAD M-B-S. IT's
JUST WHEN YOU FIRST GET THE NEWS, IT'S LIKE, YOU KNOW, WHERE DO YOU START, WHAT DO YOU DO, HOW IS THIS GOING
TO END? HE WAS IN THE HOSPITAL FOR ABOUT SIXTY TO SEVENTY DAYS WITHOUT LEAVING. AND HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO
REALLY KNOW THE DIFFERENCE, HE JUST DIDN'T FEEL WELL. JULIE STAYED DOWN AT THE HOSPITAL THROUGH TREATMENT
AND | RAN, | WORKED IN BECKWITH AT THE TIME. | DIDN'T EVEN COME HOME. I'D GO TO WORK, YOU KNOW, CAUSE | HAD TO
KEEP WORKING, SO RUN TO WORK AND GO RIGHT BACK DOWN THERE. WE STAYED AT THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE.
DAY IN AND DAY OUT, THAT'S ALL WE DID. IT'S TREMENDOUSLY DIFFICULT TELLING A PARENT THAT THEIR CHILD HAS TO GO
THROUGH A BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT BECAUSE IT'S DIFFICULT TO GO THROUGH A BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT. AFTER
LUKE WAS DIAGNOSED AND WENT THROUGH TREATMENT WE FOUND THAT NEW NORMAL AND WE WERE TOLD YOU CAN HAVE
MORE KIDS, IT'S NOT GENETIC, AND MOLLY WAS BORN. BEAUTIFUL LITTLE GIRL. | HAD THE DOCTOR RUN BLOOD TESTS RIGHT
AWAY TO MAKE SURE SHE DIDN'T HAVE M-B-S AND WHEN SHE WAS BORN SHE DIDN'T. AND SO IT WAS A BIG SIGH OF RELIEF
THAT THINGS WERE FINE. BUT | COULD NEVER REALLY SHAKE THAT, THAT GUT FEELING THAT SOMETHING WAS WRONG, EVEN
THOUGH SHE LOOKED SO HEALTHY. IMOM HAD THAT INTUITION THAT SOMETHING WAS WRONG AND SAID MOLLY NEEDS TO
BE TESTED SO YES, | WAS THE ONE THAT SAID YOU'RE RIGHT, MIOLLY ALSO HAS IT AND NEEDS A BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT.
MY WORLD STOPPED THAT DAY. MOLLY WAS LUKE'S LITTLE SISTER WHO WAS AT DAY CARE WHEN | WAS VISITING LUKE AND |
COULD NOT BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE GOING TO BE GOING DOWN THAT SAME ROAD THAT THEY HAD ALREADY TRAVELED WITH
LUKE. WHEN LUKE FOUND OUT THAT HIS SISTER HAD CANCER, THE SAME CANCER, HIM AND | DID HAVE THE TALK, YOU KNOW,
“|S MY SISTER GOING TO DIE?” AND THAT'S SOMETHING YOU SHOULDN'T EVER HAVE TO DO WITH A FIVE-YEAR-OLD. TO GO
THROUGH SOMETHING SO DIFFICULT AND THEN BE TOLD YOU HAVE TO DO IT AGAIN IS EXTRAORDINARY. AND SO THE SECOND
TIME AROUND WE KNEW WHAT TO EXPECT, SO WE KNEW WHAT WAS COMING, WHICH DIDN'T NECESSARILY MAKE [T BETTER.

IT TAKES AT LEAST A YEAR TO RECOVER FROM IT BECAUSE WE HAVE TO SUPPRESS THE CHILD'S IMMUNE SYSTEM SO THAT THEY
ALLOW THESE FOREIGN CELLS TO GROW. AND THEN THERE CAN BE LOTS OF COMPLICATIONS UNTIL THEN, PARTICULARLY
LIFE-THREATENING INFECTION. LESS THAN PROBABLY ONE IN THREE CHILDREN WOULD BE CURED WITHOUT A BONE MARROW
TRANSPLANT. WITH A BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT IT'S GREATER THAN EIGHTY PERCENT AND THAT'S ALL THROUGH RESEARCH
THAT HAS BEEN A POSSIBILITY TO CHANGE THE SUCCESS RATE SO TREMENDOUSLY. NOW THAT LUKE IS TEN YEARS POST-
TRANSPLANT, HIS ODDS OF HIS M-B-S COMING BACK ARE PRETTY SLIM. MIOLLY IS PAST THE FIVE-YEAR MARK SO HER ODDS
ARE GOING DOWN EVERY YEAR. WHEN YOU MEET THEM, YOU'D NEVER KNOW WHAT THEY'VE EXPERIENCED. THEY'RE LIKE MY
LITTLE ROLE MODELS. PENNIES FOR PATIENTS WAS ONE OF THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT REALLY HELPED US OUT WHEN WE
NEEDED HELP FINANCIALLY DURING THE TREATMENT. EVERY PENNY COUNTS. EVERY PENNY GOES TOWARDS FUNDING
RESEARCH, GIVING HOPE AND CURING THESE CHILDREN AND EVERYBODY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. EVERYBODY CAN
GIVE THESE CHILDREN HOPE. EVERY PENNY COUNTS.



