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SAVE THE ELEPHANTS

This is the worst moment in history to be born an elephant. Scientists 
estimate that more than twenty-five thousand African elephants are being 
killed each year to feed a global black market for ivory. That’s nearly one 
hundred elephants a day. Yet, this is bigger than elephants. The impacts of 
ivory poaching in Africa are far reaching. Elephants are habitat gardeners 
for other wildlife. They dig waterholes and their constant grazing 
keeps grasslands and forest trails open and disperses seeds. They’re a 
cornerstone of the tourism industry which provides much needed jobs and

other income and poaching breeds other crime, too, from cattle rustling 
to deadly conflicts. The Nature Conservancy is teaming up with partners 
around the world to protect elephants and other wildlife and people

who are caught in the crossfire of poaching. We’re increasing security by 
providing science, training, equipment and other resources that rangers 
need to deter poachers and to track them down. We’re helping reduce 
demand for ivory in the world’s largest market by working with some of 
China’s most influential leaders and companies, to clean up the online 
marketplace and to educate consumers about the illegal wildlife trade. 
We’re helping conserve millions of acres of habitat because elephants need 
vast spaces to avoid danger, to keep gene pools healthy and to find enough 
food and water. And we’re creating incentives to make elephants worth 
more alive than dead to the people who live among them, such as improved 
livelihoods, new businesses and access to healthcare and education. 
Because community support is not only key to combating poaching, its 
crucial for the long-term survival of elephants and other wildlife. An 
elephant born today faces many challenges ahead. With sufficient healthy 
and secure habitat she could live to be sixty years old but she will only

survive if enough people at home and around the world take action to

protect her right now and for a lifetime because they refuse to let wild

African elephants disappear forever. Will you help? 


