BE
MORE
THAN

PINK:

Wsaan G
KOimEn

315 wWORDS, 210 SECONDS

HEALTH AWARENESS

| FOUND A VERY TINY, PEA-SIZED LUMP. | FOUND BRUISE ON THE RIGHT SIDE
OF MY BREAST. IT WAS KIND OF JUST A FLUKE THAT | FELT IT. | FOUND | HAD
BREAST CANCER ON A ROUTINE MAMMOGRAM. | HAD A LEAKAGE FROM MY LEFT
NIPPLE AND WENT TO SEE A DOCTOR ABOUT IT. HE SAID, | WANT YOU TO GO
HAVE A MAMMOGRAM. | SAID, WHAT DO YOU MEAN A MAMMOGRAM? | DON'T
HAVE BREASTS. HE SAID, YES, MEN DO HAVE BREASTS. | CERTAINLY DIDN'T
EXPECT TO BE STRUCK BY BREAST CANCER AT THIRTY-THREE YEARS OLD. THE
DAY | GOT THE RESULTS, | FELT SCARED. THE FIRST THING | THOUGHT ABOUT
WAS MY KIDS, | WAS LIKE | DIDN'T WANT TO LEAVE THEM AND THAT HURT. AT
THAT TIME, | HAD NO INSURANCE, WHATSOEVER. IT MADE ME ABSOLUTELY,
POSITIVELY WORRIED ABOUT MY HUSBAND AND MY SON. YOU KNOW, WHO'S
GOING TO TAKE CARE OF THEM IF SOMETHING SERIOUSLY HAPPENED TO ME? MY
FAVORITE THING ABOUT MY MOM IS THAT THROUGH ALL THE THINGS SHE'S BEEN
THROUGH SHE STILL KEPT STRONG. WITHOUT YOU, MY FAMILY WOULD NOT BE
WHOLE AGAIN. | CAN'T IMAGINE NOT HAVING SUPPORT DURING THIS DIAGNOSIS
AND TREATMENT. | CAN'T IMAGINE SOMEBODY NOT HAVING FINANCIAL HELP.
A LOT OF TIMES, PEOPLE DON'T KNOW WHERE TO GO AND THEY'RE BASICALLY
LOST. IF | DIDN'T GET THE DIAGNOSTICS AND TREATMENT IN TIME WITH THE
HELP OF SUSAN G. KOMEN, | DON'T THINK I'D BE STANDING HERE RIGHT NOW
HAVING THIS CONVERSATION. THIS DISEASE DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE. WITHOUT
YOU, WE CAN'T REALIZE A WORLD FREE OF BREAST CANCER. WITHOUT YOU,
WE CAN'T HELP THE WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD WHO ARE DIAGNOSED WITH
BREAST CANCER EVERY NINETEEN SECONDS. WITHOUT YOU, WE CANNOT RALLY
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ACROSS THIS COUNTRY. WITHOUT YOU, WE CAN'T SAVE
MORE LIVES. WITHOUT YOu. WITHOUT YOU. WITHOUT YOU, THERE IS NO US.



