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MUSIC NOTES

If you’re like most Americans, you may be surprised to learn where 
some of the best-known calypso songs originated—and how you can 
enjoy them at home today.

Though such songs as “Day-O”, “Jamaica Farewell,” “Island in 
the Sun” and many more may sound like they sprang from roving 
troubadours, they were all written by the same man.

Irving Burgie was born in 1924 and attended Juilliard School 
of Music on the G-I Bill. Then, in the 1950s, he met singer Harry 
Belafonte. Their association led to the album “Calypso”—the first to 
sell a  million copies. Burgie’s songs have been heard on Broadway, 
T-V, in movies and in many places where people love to sing. “Day-
O” even went into space—used as a wake-up call on the Shuttle 
Atlantis. He also wrote Barbados’ national anthem as well as the 
Christmas evergreen, “Mary’s Boy Child.”

Now his life and music can be seen and heard on an exciting, 
tuneful D-V-D available at irving-burgie--dot--com. At that site you 
can also get C-Ds of his music and a twenty-five-tune songbook as 
well as his riveting autobiography, “Day-O!!!“

Note To Broadcasters: To interview Irving Burgie, The Father of Modern 
Calypso Music, email ksherry15@icloud.com


