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(NAPSA)—Many small busi-
nesses have found a way to make
tax time seem less taxing: Invest
in new technology. 

A number of deductions and
programs are available to compa-
nies that change old technology
for newer systems. Taking advan-
tage of them can help businesses
lower taxes—and increase
productivity.

Analysts say the following tips
from HP and H&R Block tax pro-
fessionals may help your company
make tax time compute:

1. Replace Older Technol-
ogy. Congress increased the
amount businesses can write off
on new equipment purchases from
$25,000 to $100,000. Business
owners can use the tax break to
invest in new technologies. The
increased deduction, known as the
section 179 deduction, is available
through 2005. In addition, PC
prices have dropped more than 40
percent since 2000, meaning small
businesses can save on the deduc-
tion and the cost of equipment.

2. Depreciate Computers
And Electronic Equipment.
Computers or other gadgets—such
as handhelds, scanners and
copiers—used for personal pur-
poses, may be eligible for a limited
depreciation deduction if they are
also used for business. For depre-
ciation tips, see IRS Publication
946 or your tax advisor.

3. Take Advantage Of PCs.
Use your PC for bookkeeping and
other small business processes
that can help increase productiv-
ity and streamline operations—

but be sure to track your usage.
Depreciation can be limited if use
of the equipment for business pur-
poses is below 50 percent.

4. Consider Bonus Depreci-
ation. A 50 percent depreciation
bonus is available during the first
year of service on certain capital
assets acquired after May 5, 2003,
but before January 1, 2005. The
bonus depreciation applies to most
equipment, machinery, and office
furniture.

5. Look Into Leasing. Leas-
ing technology equipment lets
businesses expense—rather than
purchase outright—IT equipment.
Small businesses may be able to
triple what their budget would
ordinarily be able to support.  

6. Take Security Precau-
tions. Avoid being the latest vic-
tim of identity theft and be sure
your PC and software are up-to-
date. If you file your tax return
online, be sure to protect your per-
sonal and financial information

with the latest technology.
7. Recycle Your Technology.

Many states offer tax credits for
individuals or corporations that
recycle equipment. Also, most
major computer vendors let cus-
tomers return any computer hard-
ware through take-back and recy-
cling programs. For instance, in
addition to its standard recycling
program, HP offers an acquire-to-
retire asset management service.
It can help small businesses man-
age their IT investments in a cost-
efficient manner—and dispose of
equipment when it’s time to move
to newer technology.

8. Donate PCs To Charity.
Many charities accept old PCs as
part of their exempt functions.
Companies can use such programs
to trim bloated inventory, obtain
tax deductions and give back to
the community. 

9. Check The R&D Credit.
Companies may be able to take a
20 percent credit for the cost of
technology research intended to
be useful in developing new or
improved business components.  

10. Keep It In The Family.
The salary paid to a family mem-
ber is a business deduction. Family
members can assist with bookkeep-
ing, administration, marketing and
other aspects of your business.
Your teenager may be the perfect
IT specialist for your company. 

To make an appointment with
an H&R Block tax professional,
call 1-800-HRBLOCK. To learn
more about HP’s technology prod-
ucts for small and medium busi-
nesses, call 1-800-888-9909.

Technology Tax Tips For Small Businesses

Replacing outdated technology
can help small businesses enjoy
big tax breaks.

(NAPSA)—The short-lived
trend of leaning artwork against
the wall has given way to what
Mark Wood of Woodward Fram-
ing, Bloomfield Hills, Mich., calls
“clustering.” 

“People are using more art,
including framed photos. There
are no fixed rules for clustering
frames,” Wood says, “but perfectly
parallel vertical stacks or horizon-
tal rows are boring.”

To position a cluster of framed
art, Rob Bitterburg, a profes-
sional art installer in Oak Park,
Mich., looks at the whole scene,
including furniture and lamps, as
a canvas. “The group of frames
has to work with the other
objects against the wall,” he
explains. “Over a large sofa, con-
figure many small frames into a
tight grouping so they balance
with the sofa the way a single
large painting would.

“Don’t center different-size
frames one on top of the other,” he
cautions. “Instead, line up the
edges along one side.” He suggests
trying out different patterns of
multiple frames on the floor
before hanging them on the wall. 

“Pay attention to the pattern of
space between frames and create
an interesting geometry, mixing
vertical and horizontal shapes.
When hanging pictures in a hall-
way,” Bitterburg continues, “start
at the center of the space and
work toward both ends. Then,
over time, extend the display,
adding art at either end.”

Wood and Bitterburg agree that
“clustering” is an inexact art.
Whoops! Make a mistake? Un-
happy with the outcome? Not a
problem if you use 3M mounting
products with Command adhesive.
These self-stick hooks, picture
hangers and removable interlock-
ing fasteners install easily and hold
firmly. 

The adhesive leaves no holes,
marks or stains when properly
removed. Art on wood installs flat
to the wall with the fasteners.
They can also stabilize the bottom
corners of large artwork hung from
standard picture hooks.

If your cluster arrangement
lacks artistry the first time around,
try, try again. Use the hooks and
picture hangers over and over with
removable Command adhesive
mounting strips from 3M. 

For a free brochure, “For the
Times of Your Life,” with ideas for
decorating with Command adhe-
sive products, call 1-800-577-8778,
extension 70. 

For more information, visit
www.commandadhesive.com.

The Art Of Clustering: Stick It Together

A wall arrangement’s design
becomes its own work of art.
Changing it is easy. Self-stick
sawtooth and wire-backed pic-
ture hangers and removable
interlocking fasteners—all with
Command adhesive from 3M—
come off cleanly, leaving no
holes, marks or residue.

(NAPSA)—Roses are red, vio-
lets are blue, and you have no idea
what to get for you-know-who?

With Valentine’s Day right
around the corner, millions of
Americans are already wondering
what to get their sweeties for the
heartfelt holiday. Why not dazzle
them with something that’s fun
and flirty?

Make her feel comfortable this
Valentine’s Day by keeping her
tootsies toasty-warm with Playboy
Fuzzy Rabbit Head Slippers.
Available for $22 in white, black
or pink, with pink embroidered
Rabbit Head, let her slip into
these naughty yet nice, fuzzy slip-
pers and let the pampering begin.
Relaxing her from head to toe
starts with her feet! Cotton/poly-
ester. Available in Small (5/6),
Medium (7/8), Large (8/9), X-
Large (10/11). Find them on
www.playboystore.com or by call-
ing toll-free 1-800-993-6339.

Guys can show their sweet-
hearts their playful side this
Valentine’s Day with the ultimate
Playmate straight from the Play-
Bear mansion in the Green Moun-
tains of Vermont. The Vermont
Teddy Bear Company, the largest
maker of handcrafted teddy bears
in North America, unveils its sexi-
est teddy bear to date—The Play-
Bear Playmate. She’s dressed from
head to paw, in an authentic repli-
cation of the traditional outfits

worn by the original Playboy Bun-
nies. Available at www.Vermont
TeddyBear.com or by calling toll-
free 1-800-829-BEAR, the 15”
PlayBear Playmate, just $99.95, is
so fun and flirtatious, she’s sure to
become anyone’s favorite valentine
gift.

Giving a stylish, creative Valen-
tine’s Day gift shouldn’t cost you an
arm and a leg. For just $14, let her
flaunt her flair for fashion with
Playboy Legwarmers that are sure
to keep her feeling both toasty and
trendsetting. Show her how
thoughtful you are with these
adorable perfectly pink legwarmers
with silver-studded Rabbit Head
logo. Plus, in a one-size-fits-all, you
can’t go wrong as you warm her
legs and her heart! Locate them at
www.playboystore.com or by calling

toll-free 1-800-993-6339.
Looking for the key to open his

heart? Unlock it with a Playboy
Club Keychain. Based on the origi-
nal keychain of the famous Play-
boy Clubs of the ’60s and ’70s, put
a piece of Playboy history in his
pocket with this item. Considered
a classic access-pass to the good
life, this vintage key with black
background and silver Rabbit
Head logo has a chrome finish. The
ultra-cool keychain will be sure to
show his sex appeal when he opens
his front door or drives his car.
Gentlemen, start your engines!
Suggested retail price: $10. Avail-
able at www.playboystore.com or
by calling toll-free 1-800-993-6339.

Swing into love this Valentine’s
Day with a great golfing gift that
is sure to be a hole-in-one. The
Playboy Golf Collection Gift Box
includes three balls, one golf towel
and twelve tees. For just $19.99,
this gift is a terrific item for
golfers at any skill-level, with all
accessories sporting the famous
Playboy Rabbit Head. The com-
plete line of branded golf products
includes golf balls, tees, club
headcovers, golf towels, divot
repair tools and other golf gift
sets. While he’s having fun on the
fairway, help ensure that your
Valentine’s Day gift keeps his
score up to par. Available at
www.playboystore.com or by call-
ing toll-free 1-800-993-6339.

Last-Minute Gift Ideas To Make Sweethearts Swoon

Frisky gifts featuring the Playboy
Rabbit Head can be a fun way to
celebrate Valentine’s Day.

(NAPSA)—Most Americans
will pay more to heat their homes
this winter as all energy prices
have increased in the last three
years. Here are some steps con-
sumers can take to use energy
more efficiently and manage the
costs of keeping their homes and
families warm.

Keep the cold out
• Reducing air leaks could cut

as much as 10 percent from an
average household’s monthly
energy bill. For example, con-
sumers can seal leaks around
doors, windows and other open-
ings with caulk or weather strip-
ping. Check to see if the attic and
basement have the recommended
levels of insulation.

Use energy wisely
• Set thermostats between 65

and 70 degrees during the winter,
and at 58 degrees when away
from the house for an extended
period. Warmer temperatures are
recommended for homes with ill
or elderly people or infants. 

• Turn down thermostats auto-
matically without sacrificing com-
fort by installing an automatic set-
back or programmable thermostat.

• Change or clean furnace fil-
ters once a month during the
heating season. Furnaces con-
sume less energy if they “breathe”
more easily. 

• Warm air rises, so use regis-
ters to direct warm airflow across
the floor.

• Close vents and doors in
unused rooms and close dampers
on unused fireplaces.

• On sunny days, open drap-
eries and blinds to let the sun’s
warmth in. Close them at night to
insulate against cold air outside.

Long-term improvements
• Conduct a “Home Energy

Audit” to determine specific
household conservation needs. To
find out how, contact your gas
utility for information or access
the U.S. Department of Energy at
www.energysavers.gov for a “Do
It Yourself Home Energy Audit”
feature.

• Check the heating system
and replace old, outdated appli-
ances with high-efficiency natural
gas models.

For additional money-saving
energy tips, visit the American
Gas Association Web site at
www.aga.org.

Make Your Home (And Wallet) More Comfortable

There are a number of simple
steps homeowners can take to
make their homes more energy
efficient.
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