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by Dean Kleckner
(NAPSA)—“Mathematics is the

only science where one never
knows what one is talking about
nor whether what is said is true,”
quipped the philosopher Bertrand
Russell some years ago.

That’s certainly the feeling I
had way back when my teachers
were trying to instruct me in
trigonometry. Small wonder I
decided to become a farmer
instead of a mathematician.

These days, how-
ever, I’m experienc-
ing a sense of déjà vu
as I listen to Euro-
peans talk about
b i o t e c h n o l o g y —
except that this time,
they’re the ones who

are confused, not me. So many of
them don’t seem to know what
they’re talking about.

That’s why Lord Henry Plumb is
such a breath of fresh air. Lord
Plumb is a former president of the
British Farmer’s Union, a dairy
farmer and a long time friend of
mine. But also, as a former presi-
dent of the European Parliament,
he’s a major figure in European
and world politics. Recently, he
applauded the decision by the
United States and a dozen other
countries to file a complaint with
the World Trade Organization over
the European Union’s unfair mora-
torium on approving new biotech
foods.

“Politicians and consumers
should be made aware of the evi-
dence confirming the safety of
biotechnology,” he said. “The anti-
biotech campaigners must not be
allowed to reiterate unsupported
arguments and rekindle consumer
fears.”

Plumb once chaired the Euro-
pean Parliament’s committee over-
seeing relations with developing
nations. Agricultural biotechnology
is crucial to them. He said: “New
technology can help these countries
overcome environmental chal-
lenges, including drought and
salinity, and fight the diseases and
pests such as viruses and worms
which destroy their crops.”

The developed world has much
to gain as well. “Farmers and con-
sumers in Britain and Europe can
benefit from reductions in crop
pests, a diminution of the need for
chemical use and enhanced nutri-
tional value from food,” said Plumb.
“Biotechnology can protect wheat—
one of Europe’s major crops—
against viruses, funguses, and tox-
ins that can destroy harvests and
make wheat unfit for food.”

Plumb also confronted the accu-
sation European consumers and
farmers are hurt by the WTO com-
plaint. “It is the European ban on
genetically modified foods which is
keeping advanced products out of
the hands of farmers and con-
sumers—and that is denying the
essential freedom of consumer
choice.”

These are all excellent points,
made by a man with enormous
credibility to speak about them.
They come on the heels of another
important set of remarks, delivered
by President Bush in a recent com-
mencement address.

“We can also greatly reduce the
long-term problem of hunger in
Africa by applying the latest devel-
opments of science,” said Bush at
the Coast Guard Academy. “By
widening the use of new high-yield
bio-crops and unleashing the power
of markets, we can dramatically

increase agricultural productivity
and feed more people across the
continent.”

The president continued: “Our
partners in Europe are impeding
this effort. They have blocked all
new bio-crops because of un-
founded, unscientific fears. This
has caused many African nations to
avoid investing in biotechnologies,
for fear their products will be shut
out of European markets. Euro-
pean governments should join—not
hinder—the great cause of ending
hunger in Africa.”

The facts are simple. Biotech-
nology is a miraculous tool that
can help us feed a growing world
and protect the environment. It
has remarkable potential in devel-
oping countries, which often have
trouble nourishing their people
and face constant pressure to con-
vert wilderness into farmland. And
it is perfectly safe, as a great num-
ber of scientific studies have
proven.

As Mickey Kantor, U.S. trade
representative under President
Clinton, recently said: “It is a tech-
nology that can have a positive
effect on world hunger.”

I don’t think it can be put in
terms any simpler than that. So
when will the Europeans quit act-
ing like this is so complicated?

Truth About Trade and Technol-
ogy (www.truthabouttrade.org) is a
national grassroots advocacy group
based in Des Moines, IA formed by
farmers in support of freer trade
and advancements in biotechnology.

Dean Kleckner is Chairman of
Truth About Trade and Technology
(TATT) and former President of the
American Farm Bureau (1986-2000).
He currently owns a corn and soybean
farm in North Central Iowa.

Biotech Foods: Some Simple Facts (NAPSA)—There are more
than 17 million Americans with
some kind of a work disability and
about 5 million have a job, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Volunteers of America is one of
the national nonprofit organiza-
tions that, in recent years, has
established programs designed to
help individuals with developmen-
tal disabilities lead fuller lives.   

These programs include work
training that helps develop self-
help skills, gives individuals a
greater opportunity to make deci-
sions about their future, and pro-
vides support services and group
homes.

Serving people with disabilities
became a national priority for Vol-
unteers of America last year. The
organization increased the num-
ber of people they served from
about 3,900 to more than 5,500—a
40 percent growth—and intends
to continue to expand its efforts to
provide individualized services.

“Each year, nationwide, thou-
sands of individuals with signifi-
cant disabilities are receiving job
training for the first time and are
entering the workforce and find-
ing jobs. This new community-
based awareness of helping people
with disabilities develop to their
fullest capacity is an inspiring
challenge,” said Volunteers of
America President Charles Gould.
“It’s amazing to see how individu-
als with disabilities respond and
are then able to be employed and
enjoy social interaction in a com-
munity setting when given the
opportunity.”

One such independent commu-
nity-based program formed by
parents of individuals with dis-

abilities is Mount Vernon Lee
Enterprises (MVLE). 

It reports that in 2002 more
than 60 percent of the 300 people
with developmental disabilities it
serves went to work each day at
jobs sites, while the remaining 40
percent were in work or work
training programs in their center-
based workshop.

The philosophy of the program,
according to Tim Farr, MVLE
president is “to create an exciting
future one person at a time. The
goal is to create a win-win situa-
tion for each consumer we serve
with disabilities.”

Volunteers of America provides
individualized services to people
with disabilities in 12 states. Last
year, the organization served
nearly 1.7 million people.

For more information about
community-based programs for
people with developmental dis-
abilities visit: www.Voluntersof
America.org and www.mvle.org.

Community Programs Helping People 
With Disabilities Live Better Lives

Community-based programs
create a win-win situation for
individuals with disabilities.

(NAPSA)—According to the
experts at Dairy Management
Inc., a delicious way to rejuvenate
America’s classic hamburger with
a flavorful twist is to tuck home-
made roasted garlic butter inside
the patty. The garlic butter gives
the burgers an unexpected burst
of flavor, and keeps them moist
even when cooked well done. One
way to celebrate American cuisine
is with home cooked recipes made
with natural butter. Visit
www.butterisbest.com for entrees,
desserts, side and snack recipes.

If hosting a backyard barbecue
it’s a good idea to offer low alcohol
alternatives to quench adult
thirsts in the hot summer sun.
Seagram’s Coolers are low in alco-
hol and a light, fruity alternative
to beer and wine. Two of the
newest tropical flavors—Orange

Pineapple Bahama Mama and
Raspberry Daiquiri—may make a
splash among your friends. The
coolers are offered in a variety of
delicious blends to tantalize taste
buds and add a taste of the tropics
to summertime activities. To find
out about all of Seagram’s Coolers
refreshing flavors, go to www.sea
gramscoolers.com.

(NAPSA)—The Internet gives
employees and their managers
tools that provide immediate
access and prompt distribution of
requests, reducing employee
inquiries and redundant adminis-
trative tasks. One way employees
get broader access to their
employment information via the
Internet is through ADP’s Total-
Choice Solutions. The system’s
integrated self service features
connect employees and company
managers to the information they
need. For more information, visit
www.majoraccounts.adp.com/tc.
htm.

Research shows that more and
more people are turning to mod-
ern technology to protect their
homes from termites—an innova-
tive termite solution that protects
structures long-term through
proven termite colony elimina-
tion. The Sentricon® Termite

Colony Elimination System,
installed and serviced by a highly
trained professional, safely moni-
tors properties for termites. When
termites are found, the system
uses just grams of termite bait
only where termites are present
to eliminate the colony attacking
the structure. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sentricon.com or
call 1-800-686-6200.

***
True enjoyment comes from
activity of the mind and exer-
cise of the body; the two are
ever united.
—Karl Wilhelm von Humboldt

***

***
Works of serious purpose and
grand promises often have a
purple patch or two stitched on,
to shine far and wide.

—Horace
***

***
When you put your hand to the
plow, you can’t put it down until
you get to the end of the row.

—Alice Paul
***




