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(NAPSA)—It was a cold and
starry night...Santa adjusted his
sack and slid down the chimney.
Once down, he reached for a
cookie from the plate near the
hearth. Then, a broad smile lit up
his face like a Christmas candle.
There, next to his favorite sweets,
was a mug overflowing with fresh
flowers. Yes, Virginia...Santa loves
flowers.

Recent research confirms that
Santa is not alone; fresh flowers
are a universal lift to the spirit. A
scarecrow on the mantle waves a
sunny yellow flower in his
hand...pumpkins along a win-
dowsill flower with blue and red
posies. Even the simplest gestures
can prompt a smile.

“Flowers bring about positive
emotional feelings in those who
enter a room,” says Jeannette
Haviland-Jones, a behavioral sci-
entist at Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey. “They make
the space more welcoming and
create a sharing atmosphere.” 

From Thanksgiving to New
Year’s, fresh flowers can keep your
home blooming with holiday
cheer. Freshen up traditional dec-
orations with seasonal color. Tuck
yellow and burgundy flowers in
with the fruits and vegetables of
the Thanksgiving cornucopia.
Encircle the candles of advent
with a fresh flower wreath.

Despite harsh weather in some
parts of the country, there are
always plenty of flowers available
in all the colors of the season.
Orange, violet and bronze evoke
the warm glow of autumn. As
Christmas approaches, our visions
turn to red. Fresh flowers present
an eye-boggling assortment of reds:
berry red, burgundy red, cerise,
they all spell “Happy Holidays!”

Match flowers with unconven-
tional containers to delight family
and friends. A Christmas stocking
blossoming with flowers...a Santa
Claus teapot steeping with flowers
and holiday greens. Look for orna-
ments that can do double duty as

little containers, holding water
and a fresh stem or two. Hang
them on the tree or suspend them
in a window.

Even decorative boxes and bags
can dress up a mantle, an end
table or a desk. Line the would-be
containers with plastic, or stick
flower stems in water tubes from
the local craft store. If necessary,
hold the tubes in place by pushing
them into dry floral foam.

Fresh flowers are so versatile,
they can carry out a theme or per-
sonalize a special event with your
individual style. For a glittering
Christmas, decorate your tree
with ornaments of shimmering
gold and copper. Then, on Christ-
mas Eve, lace the tree with
nosegays of ivory or golden yellow. 

Set an elegant holiday table
with crimson blooms in tiny
etched glass tumblers. Intermin-
gle the tumblers with votive can-
dles. Include a few stems of sea-
sonal greens for a fragrant and
color-full holiday. 

With so many possibilities, why
wait until Christmas? Let the nat-
ural beauty of fresh flowers flood
your home with warmth and joy
throughout the fall and winter
seasons. For suggestions and tips
on using fresh flowers in home
decorating, visit the Web site at
www.flowerpossibilities.com. For a
free brochure write: FPO, P.O. Box
16, Ovid, MI 48866.

Keep Your Home Blooming With Holiday Cheer 

With all the colors of the sea-
son, fresh flowers are a delightful
way to dress up the home.

(NAPSA)—Responding to con-
cerns about access to higher edu-
cation for academically qualified
low- and moderate-income stu-
dents, one of the nation’s leading
higher education institutions will
offer a scholarship to one student
at every public high school in 18
metropolitan areas served by its
campuses. 

The DeVry University Commu-
nity Scholars program will help
meet the challenge of ensuring
access to higher education for stu-
dents who may not be able to afford
it, and to encourage students to
pursue careers involving technol-
ogy, business and management.

Students at approximately
1,600 high schools across North
America will be eligible for the
program, which targets academi-
cally mid-tier students who may
represent the first generation in
their family to attend college. The
program will be offered annually
to a new group of graduating high
school seniors.

“This is not a scholarship pro-
gram for ‘the usual suspects,’ the
valedictorians and star athletes.
Those students are aggressively
pursued by colleges and universi-
ties and have many options,” said
Dennis J. Keller, chairman and
CEO of DeVry Inc., the holding
company for DeVry University. 

“This scholarship program
wades deeper into the pool of
qualified students to find the stu-
dent who maybe finished a little
farther down in the class but who
clearly has the academic ability to
succeed in college if given the

opportunity,” said Keller, who
announced the nationwide pro-
gram at a meeting of the Chicago
Board of Education.

High school principals and
guidance counselors will select
scholarship recipients, who must
demonstrate proficiency in mathe-
matics and graduate in the upper
one-third of their class. 

Each scholarship award will be
up to $3,000 per calendar year
($1,000 per semester) for a stu-
dent attending year-round in pur-
suit of a bachelor’s or associate
degree, up to $9,000 for the dura-
tion of a degree program, depend-
ing on the student’s field of study. 

Ronald L. Taylor, president and
chief operating officer of DeVry
Inc., said another benefit of the
program is that it points young
people in the direction of promis-
ing careers.

“Despite all the gloom and
doom about the so-called ‘technol-
ogy bust,’ the economy in which
we live and work has been funda-
mentally changed by technology.
It is woven throughout the entire
economy. Individuals with a solid
education that intersects business
and technology will do well,” said
Taylor.

For more information and to
find out if you are eligible, call 800-
73-DEVRY or visit www.devry.com.

College Now Within Reach 
for Thousands More Students

1,600 high school students 
across North America eligible 
for new scholarship program.

Note to Editors: DeVry University has undergraduate campuses in the following loca-
tions: Arizona: Phoenix; California: Fremont, Long Beach, Pomona, West Hills; Colorado:
Denver, Colorado Springs; Florida: Orlando, Miramar; Georgia: Decatur, Alpharetta; Illi-
nois: Chicago, Addison, Tinley Park; Missouri: Kansas City; New Jersey: DeVry College of
Technology, North Brunswick; New York: DeVry Institute of Technology, Long Island City;
Ohio: Columbus; Pennsylvania: Fort Washington; Texas: Irving; Virginia: Arlington; Wash-
ington: Federal Way; Ontario, Canada: DeVry College of Technology, Mississauga; Alberta,
Canada: DeVry Institute of Technology, Calgary.

✁

Making Roads Safer
(NAPSA)—A new road mainte-

nance technique offers increased
safety for drivers and lower costs
for road maintenance agencies. 

The practice, known as anti-
icing, involves applying a liquid
chemical deicer to road surfaces
shortly before a snowfall or storm.
This prevents the snow and ice
from bonding with the pavement,
making it easier for plows to clear
the road down to a bare surface. 

Anti-icing can help prevent
accidents by restoring road sur-
face quality more quickly, so fewer
drivers end up in the ditch or in
fender benders.

It also reduces costs for highway
agencies, as less rock salt and abra-
sives are needed. And because less
plowing is needed, road crews and
vehicles are on the road less so fuel
and manpower costs are lower. 

Liquid calcium chloride prod-
ucts, such as LIQUIDOW® ARMOR®

deicer, provide excellent anti-icing
performance because they can melt
several times their weight in snow
and ice .  Corrosion-inhibited
LIQUIDOW ARMOR also meets or
beats the purity and corrosion
standards established by the
Pacific Northwest Snowfighters.

For more information, visit
www.liquidow.com.

A recent study estimated anti-
icing could save drivers $229 to
$447 million per year in accident-
related costs.

(NAPSA)—Children across
America can spotlight their talents
by participating in a unique contest
that celebrates patriotism. Each
year the competition challenges
young people to explore a certain
American theme that promotes his-
tory, patriotism or good citizenship. 

The contest, run by the Junior
American Citizens (JAC), is open to
all youth, pre-school through high
school, including all students in
special education. Students com-
pete against their peers for top
prizes (special education students
compete with each other, for exam-
ple, while tenth graders compete
with other tenth graders).

This year’s competition, called
“America The Beautiful,” encour-
ages children to study the geogra-
phy, geology, ecology and history
of their communities, states or
regions. Students may gain an
appreciation for the American
landscape as well as a desire to
protect the scenic splendor for
generations to come. 

The contest has three cate-
gories: art, creative expression and
community service. Within the art
category, students can compete on
four subcategories: postage stamp,
poster, banner and photographic
essay. The creative expression cate-
gory is divided into poetry and
short story subdivisions. 

JAC is an educational project  of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution. This patriotic program
is offered through public, private
and parochial schools, approved

home schools, and youth groups
across America and even in several
foreign countries. In the 2001-2002
school year, JAC presented 315
national awards and distributed
over $6,000 in prize monies.

The group recommends teach-
ers use the following questions to
help stimulate discussion about
the contest and the American
landscape:

• What are the special features
of the natural environment in the
area? 

• How did the natural land-
scape influence the history and
settlement of the area?

• What was the natural land-
scape like before settlement?

• How can we keep our part of
America beautiful?

For more information on the
contest visit www.dar.org.

Celebrating The American Spirit

Celebrating The Red White
And Blue—One contest helps
children of all ages develop a
sense of patriotism.

(NAPSA)—You can capture
some of the goodness of the apple
harvest with a delicious, grown-
up twist to that familiar
favorite—the caramel apple. With
drizzles of rich caramel topping
and a sprinkling of chopped
pecans, Caramel-Nut Apple Pie
looks like a dress-up dessert, but
it’s simple to prepare. Just start
with convenient refrigerated pie
crusts and you’re assured the
flaky crusts will look and taste
like homemade. Serve this apple
pie for a Sunday dinner or a
weeknight gathering for friends.
You can find this and other tasty
recipes at www.Pillsbury.com.

A pressure cooker is one of
several handy appliances that
can really help newlyweds cross
the threshold into domesticity.
For example, T-Fal’s Sensor 2
pressure cookers (in 6.4- and 8-
quart models) are manufactured
of high-quality, durable 18/10
surgical steel. Another sugges-
tion to help young marrieds whip
their home into shape is a
blender. T-Fal’s eight-speed Mag-

iclean Blender features a 50-
ounce (six-cup) plastic jar with
pouring lip. With 400 watts of
pureeing power, this model has a
durable, multi-functional stain-
less steel blade designed for
heavy-duty tasks,  including
crushing ice. For more gift ideas
and some recipes, visit www.t-
fal.com.

***
A journey of a thousand miles
must begin with a single step.

—Chinese proverb
***

***
If you cannot win, make the one
ahead of you break the record.

—Jan McKeithen
***

***
Truth is always exciting. Speak
it, then. Life is dull without it. 

—Pearl S. Buck
***
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