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(NAPSA)—A longtime food
favorite in parts of the United
States, the delicious deep-fried
turkey has quickly grown in popu-
larity thanks to celebrity chefs such
as Emeril Lagasse. While some peo-
ple rave about this tasty creation,
some safety experts are concerned
that backyard chefs may be sacri-
ficing safety for good taste.

“We’re worried by the increas-
ing reports of fires related with
turkey fryer use,” says John Dren-
genberg, Underwriters Laborato-
ries Inc. (UL) consumer affairs
manager. UL is a not-for-profit
product safety certification organi-
zation. “Based on our test find-
ings, the fryers used to produce
those great-tasting birds are not
worth the risks. And, as a result of
these tests, UL has decided not to
certify any turkey fryers with our
UL Mark.”

UL engineering staff tested
several turkey fryer models and
found the method of cooking can
be extremely dangerous. Their
results include:

• Some units easily tip over,
spilling the five gallons of hot oil
within the cooking pot. 

• If the cooking pot is over-
filled with oil, the oil may spill out
of the unit when the turkey is
placed into the cooking pot. Oil
may hit the burner/flames causing
a fire to engulf the entire unit.

• Partially frozen turkeys
placed into the fryer can cause a
spillover effect. This may result in
an extensive fire. 

• With no thermostat controls,
the units also have the potential
to overheat the oil to the point of
combustion.

• The sides of the cooking pot,
lid and pot handles get dangerously
hot, posing severe burn hazards.

“Our hope is that people think
twice before using a turkey fryer.
If they do use one, we urge them
to use extreme caution,” Drengen-
berg adds. Here are some tips for
safer turkey fryer use:

• Turkey fryers should always
be used outdoors a safe distance
from buildings and any other
material that can burn.

• Never use turkey fryers on
wooden decks or in garages.

• Make sure the fryers are
used on a flat surface to reduce
the chances of accidental tipping. 

• Never leave the fryer unat-
tended. Some units do not have
thermostat controls. If you don’t
watch the fryer carefully, the oil will
continue to heat until it catches fire. 

• Never let children or pets
near the fryer when in use. Even
after use, never allow children or
pets near the turkey fryer. The oil
inside the cooking pot can remain
dangerously hot, hours after use. 

• To avoid oil spillover, do not
overfill the fryer.

• Use well-insulated pothold-
ers or oven mitts when touching
pot or lid handles. If possible,
wear safety goggles to protect
your eyes from oil splatter.

• Make sure the turkey is com-
pletely thawed and be careful
with marinades. Oil and water
don’t mix, and water causes oil to
spill over, causing a fire hazard.

• The National Turkey Federa-
tion recommends refrigerator
thawing and that people allow
approximately 24 hours for every
five pounds of bird thawed in the
refrigerator.

• If any portion of the turkey fryer
catches fire, do not attempt to extin-
guish or fight. Property and posses-
sions can be replaced. Get everyone
out and away from the house or struc-
tures that are endangered. Im-
mediately call 9-1-1 for help.

To view video footage/still
images of turkey fryers under
testing conditions, visit UL’s Web
site at www.ul.com/turkeyfryers. 

Deep-Frying That Turkey Could Land You In Hot Water

And the hazard is real.

A UL technician demonstrates
a potential hazard of overfilling a
turkey fryer with oil.

(NAPSA)—Some investors think
that finding bargains in the stock
market is the secret to financial
success. Others claim that having a
diverse portfolio is the key. Fortu-
nately, there is a mutual fund that
settles the debate by offering
investors both value opportunities
and diversity—along with paying
any dividends quarterly.  

This fund seeks attractively
priced stocks of leading companies
from different sectors that appear to
be temporarily undervalued. Fund
shareholders can have a stake in
telephone, oil, electric, software and
pharmaceutical companies, along
with department stores and medical
laboratories. This kind of diversity
positions investors to take advan-
tage of growth in a wide range of
sectors at the same time.  

The fund is called Federated
American Leaders Fund, Inc. and is
managed by Federated Investors,
Inc. It seeks to provide investors
with both growth of capital and
income. Typically, it represents all
11 sectors of the S&P 500, an
unmanaged index of common
stocks. It also pays any dividends
quarterly, which can be received in
cash or can be reinvested to buy
additional shares.  

When researching candidates
for the $2.9 billion fund, the fund’s
management team identifies as
many as 1,000 stocks as potential
candidates. Before a stock is
added to the fund, the managers
evaluate factors such as its perfor-
mance, its absolute and relative
valuation to other stocks and fun-
damental factors such as price-to-
earnings data, cash flow and the
company’s management.

Finally, stocks judged as
undervalued are selected and
held for long-term price apprecia-
tion. When the managers believe
a stock is showing signs of
decline or its price has increased
sharply, the position is reduced or
sold.  

As of the first quarter of 2002,
21.7 percent of the fund’s holdings
were in the financial sector, 15.5
percent were in the industrial sec-
tor and 12.4 percent were in the
energy sector.

To learn more about Federated
American Leaders Fund, ask for a
prospectus containing more com-
plete information from your invest-
ment professional or call Federated
Investors at 1-800-341-7400.  Please
read the prospectus carefully before
investing.

Federated funds are distributed
by Federated Securities Corp. Visit
www.federatedinvestors.com for
current fund performance.  

The fund is a managed portfolio
and its holdings are subject to
change. Mutual funds are subject to
investment risk including possible
loss of principal. (7/02)

A Mutual Fund That Offers Value 
Opportunities And Diversity

(NAPSA)—When the economy
slows down, it can pay to bring
your investments up to speed with
market conditions. 

Yet a recent survey found most
investors feel the stocks they hold
are better suited for the market of
two years ago. In addition, 47 per-
cent feel “paralyzed” as investors
by market volatility and 55 per-
cent are “staying on the sidelines”
and taking no action with their
portfolio.

“Nearly seven in ten surveyed
accept the notion that long-term
investors hold their losses, waiting
for the next market rebound, but
this can be a costly mistake,” says
Ed Yardeni, chief investment
strategist of Prudential Securities.
“Inactivity is not the same as ‘buy
and hold,’ especially if your portfo-
lio is filled with stocks that are not
likely to come back.”

The survey, called the Prudential
Financial Anxious Investor Study,
questioned “retail investors”—those
who invest in stocks, bonds or
mutual funds. It found while many
investors knew what they should
be doing with their portfolios,
there is a “disconnect” between
that knowledge and their actions. 

“A significant majority know
they should be looking for buying
opportunities on undervalued
stocks but barely one in five are
doing that,” says Yardeni. “Also,
nearly three-quarters of those
surveyed said they should have
more contact with their financial
advisers, but less than half are

actually doing that.” 
To keep your portfolio with the

economic times, experts advise you:
• Reevaluate your portfolio.

Don’t be afraid to take a loss.
• Actively look for new buying

opportunities.
• Rebalance your portfolio to

match your investment style. 
“Investors don’t have to feel

paralyzed,” says Yardeni. “There
are ways to get your portfolio back
to work for you.”

There may be tax consequences
involved when rebalancing a port-
folio. Consult your tax advisor
about your individual situation.

For more tips on avoiding costly
mistakes, visit prudential.com.

Smart Moves For “Frozen” Investors

The majority of investors say
they should look for buying oppor-
tunities when the market is down.

(NAPSA)—Storing carbon here
on earth—that is, carbon retained
in plant leaves, branches, stems,
and roots and in soil itself—offers
dual benefits. Because it fuels
plant life, food crops become more
abundant, plants more lush, and
farm animals and humans better
fed. It also reduces the concentra-
tion of carbon in the earth’s
atmosphere. 

Because land management is
crucial to successful carbon conser-
vation (also called carbon seques-
tration), farmers and ranchers
have a vital role to play in this
new and growing field. The agri-
cultural practices that promote
carbon conservation make good
sense, too. Conservation tillage
reduces soil erosion and improves
soil productivity while reducing
energy inputs. 

In addition, most scientists
have come to the view that carbon
dioxide emissions from all sources
can be offset to a significant
degree by the sequestration of car-
bon in terrestrial ecosystems com-
prising soils, crop lands, grazing
lands and forest lands if these
ecosystems are properly managed. 

According to experts at the
Environmental Protection Agency,

adoption of recommended man-
agement practices can enhance
the soil carbon pool, and improve
soil quality and productivity.

Grazing lands offer similar
opportunities for carbon seques-
tration through improved species,
integrated nutrient management
and controlled grazing. 

More information about carbon
sequestration is available at
www.co2andclimate.org. 

Carbon Storage—A Formula For The Future

What we do here on earth in
the field of carbon sequestration
has an effect on the amount of
CO2 in the atmosphere.

TransUnion at www.trans
union.com. 
The Nestlé® Ice Cream “Very
Best Teacher” Contest at www.
VeryBestKids.com/TeacherCon
test. 
For more information about
macular degeneration, visit
www.amdfacts.com. 
Capitol Vision at www.glaucoma
congress.org.
Rail Europe at www.raileu
rope.com.
Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren at www.shrinershq.org.
Americans for Financial Secu-
rity at www.afswebsite.org.
American Health Association at
americanheart.org.
The Original Wisconsin Ducks
at www.wisconsinducktours.
com.
Newport News’ Shape fx collec-
tion at www.newport-news.com.
XM Satellite Radio at www.
xmradio.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The first permanent European
settlement of Canada was headed
by explorer Samuel de Champlain
in Nova Scotia in 1605.




