CAR CORNER

Driving Toward Greener Autos

(NAPSA)—If you’re like most
Americans, you have a number of
objectives when thinking about a
new car—safety and fuel economy
are probably at the top of the list,
not to mention price. There is,
however, a new concern growing
in importance: the environmental
“footprint” of the vehicle. In
response, carmakers are learning
that by making vehicles lighter—
without making them smaller—
they can deliver on all of these
fronts.

Enter aluminum. Automotive
aluminum is lightweight to help
increase gas mileage. In fact, a 5
to 7 percent fuel savings can be
realized for every 10 percent
weight reduction by substituting
aluminum for heavier steel.

To curb greenhouse gas emis-
sions, each pound of aluminum
replacing two pounds of iron or steel
in a car or truck can save 20 pounds
of CO, equivalent emissions over
the typical life of a vehicle.

For example, the Chevrolet
Tahoe Hybrid provides both im-
proved fuel economy and strength
compared to the conventional ver-
sion of this vehicle. Its efficiency
is highlighted compared to the
conventional version of this vehi-
cle by aerodynamic enhancements
and significant use of aluminum.
The vehicle weighs 400 pounds
less than the standard model and
consumes roughly 30 percent less

©GM Corp.

Your next car may have a more
environmentally friendly footprint
than previous models and help
you save money.

gasoline on average than its con-
ventional version.

Automotive aluminum is also
highly recyclable, which signifi-
cantly saves on the emissions
associated with primary alu-
minum production. Nearly 90 per-
cent of automotive aluminum is
recovered and recycled and never
needs to be taken to the landfill.

Automotive aluminum helps
create a vehicle that is both big
and safe. Studies confirm that
size, not weight, is more impor-
tant for automotive safety; mean-
ing automotive aluminum can
make the Chevrolet Tahoe Hybrid
safer by making it larger, while
still boosting gas mileage.

Learn more

To learn more about auto alu-
minum and sustainability, visit
The Aluminum Association’s Alu-
minum Transportation Group at
www.autoaluminum.org.





