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(NAPSA)—Nearly everyone born 
between 1996 and 2010—Gen Z, as 
they’re known—owns a smartphone, 
Mediakix research shows. What many 
people don’t know, however, is that 
these young people are often as much 
into nature as they are into technology.

Fourteen-year-old Jake Reisdorf of 
California is a shining example. The 
subject for a school project was the im-
petus that turned an initial interest in 
bees into a full-fledged hobby and busi-
ness, and the young entrepreneur now 
serves as founder and CEO of Carmel 
Honey Company.

He had taken a beekeeping course 
and used that information to create a 
website for a class project. His fellow stu-
dents, however, seemed more interested 
in learning about honey bees than about 
website design. So Reisdorf procured a 
hive and began rescuing wild swarms. He 
now manages nearly 100 hives.

While Reisdorf enjoys selling honey 
and honeycomb to specialty food stores 
and restaurant chefs, he also uses his 
company to raise awareness about how 
important honey bees are to the food 
system, speaking at schools, giving out 
seed packets, and even educating adults 
at Kiwanis and garden club meetings.

He also places hives on properties for 
those looking to support honey bees with-
out becoming beekeepers themselves.

“We place hives on both residential 
and commercial properties,” said Reis-
dorf. “That way, people are able to let the 
honey bees pollinate their garden beds 
or flowers, but they don’t have to be in-
volved in hive management. It’s a great 
way to raise awareness about pollinators 
and get the local community involved.”

Reisdorf ’s support of pollinators re-
cently caught the attention of the Bay-
er Bee Care Program as the company 
searched for its next recipient of the 
Community Leadership Award, which 
recognizes outstanding beekeepers and 
partner organizations making a differ-
ence in their communities. Reisdorf was 
awarded the first-ever Young Beekeeper 
Community Leadership Award for his 
work as a  future key player in an other-
wise aging beekeeping industry. 

Fortunately, he isn’t the only Gen 
Z member who cares about pollinator 
health. This year’s award garnered ap-
plications from nearly two dozen teens 
from across the country who are mak-
ing pollinator health a priority.

Though these young naturalists 
certainly participate in the digital land-
scape, many of today’s Gen Z kids are 
using social media and other forms of 
technology to spread the word: Bees are 
cool, and each individual can play a vi-
tal role in determining their fate.

Gen Z And The Bees

At only 14, Jake Reisdorf is an award- 
winning beekeeper—and, the buzz 
is, he’s not alone in his  generation.

(NAPSA)—Getting a driver’s license 
is an exciting time for a teenager but can 
be a worrisome time for parents. Motor 
vehicle crashes are the leading cause of 
death among 15- to 20-year-old driv-
ers, according to the National Center 
for Health Statistics. To help reduce the 
risk, Les Schwab Tires shares some tips 
on helping keep teen drivers safe and 
lowering their chances of getting into 
an accident. Les Schwab is committed to 
helping keep the road safe for all drivers.

Driver’s Ed Course
The more experience a driver has, 

the better. Professional driving lessons 
will give your young driver more confi-
dence on the road and the ability to react 
more quickly to unexpected situations.

He or she should learn to follow 
these simple but critical rules: 
• Obey the posted speed limits. Excess 

speed can lead to auto accidents.
• Always wear a seat belt. Your teen 

should make sure all of his or her pas-
sengers buckle up, too.

• Hands should be on the steering wheel 
and eyes on the road. Attentive driving 
helps a driver maintain better control 
if faced with a challenging situation. 

Minimize Distractions
• Most teenage auto accidents are the re-

sult of some form of distraction. Cell 
phone use poses one of the greatest 
risks. The driver should place mobile 
phones out of reach, in the glove box 
or backseat. Texting can wait. 

• Restrict the number of passengers in 
the car, as every additional passenger 
adds unnecessary distractions. 

• Your teen may be tempted to eat, apply 
makeup or blast music while cruising 
around town; however, they all can draw 
his or her attention away from the road.

Keep up with Regular Car 
Maintenance

• Keeping a car well maintained is an easy 
way to help your teen stay safe. Regu-
larly check on the condition of basic 
equipment such as windshield wipers, 
tires, headlights and fluid levels. 

• Take advantage of Les Schwab’s free 
pre-trip safety check, which includes 
a visual inspection of tires, alignment, 
brakes and more. 

Know that Accidents Happen
Prepare for the possibility that 

your teens may get in an accident or 
have a roadside issue. Be sure they 
know what to do and whom to call if 
an accident occurs or roadside assis-
tance is needed. 

For more information on how Les 
Schwab’s tire experts can help keep you 
and your teen driver safe on the road, 
visit www.lesschwab.com. 

About Les Schwab Tire Centers
Les Schwab Tire Centers (www.

lesschwab.com) is one of the leading 
independent tire dealers in the Unit-
ed States, with more than 7,000 em-
ployees and more than 475 locations 
throughout Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, Montana, California, Nevada, 
Utah and Colorado. The company 
has been recognized for its business 
practices through several awards, in-
cluding a Milestone award from the 
Oregon Sustainability Board, Oregon 
Economic and Community Develop-
ment Department honors, an Envi-
ronmental Excellence Award from the 
Association of Washington Business, 
an Integrity Counts award from the 
Northern Idaho Better Business Bu-
reau, and The Oregonian’s 2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 Top Work-
places recognition.

Teach Teens Safe Driving Habits

You can teach your teen to be a 
smart, safe driver.

Editor’s note: This article can be helpful to your readers at any time but especially during National Teen Driver Safety Week, Oct. 
15–21, 2017.

✃

(NAPSA)—If your home is like 
most, you no longer have a landline. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 51 percent of 
U.S. homes rely on cell phones alone for 
a telephone connection. So a reliable cel-
lular signal is more crucial than ever.

The Problem
Unfortunately, bad cell reception can 

happen in urban areas, thanks to all the 
obstacles that block cell tower signals 
from reaching your phone. And it can be 
even worse in rural areas, which make 
up more than 72 percent of the U.S. land 
area.

In fact, most cell phone users have 
used a number of creative ways to make 
or receive a mobile call, including going 
outside, standing near a window, finding 
the one spot in the house with a signal, 
standing like a statue and even moving 
like a ninja.

An Answer
If that doesn’t work, you may want 

to try these 10 signal-boosting tips that 
cost nothing.

Tips To Improve Your Cell Signal
1. If you’re moving, stop. When 

you’re stationary, your phone and the 
network don’t have to constantly adjust 
for your changing location.

2. If there’s a case on your phone, re-
move it. A case can block cell signals from 
reaching your phone’s internal antenna.

3. Don’t block the internal anten-
na by holding your phone. Try a dif-
ferent hand position to see if reception 
improves.

4. Go outside or get clear of any 
obstructions. Building materials block 
cell signals, so if you’re in a building, go 
outside to get better reception. If you’re 
already outside, find an open area such 
as a plaza or a park.

5. Keep your battery charged up. A 
low battery can hurt your phone’s ability 
to get and keep a cell signal.

6. Change your location. If you’re 
inside, move to another room of the 
house or into your office corridor. Or 
move next to a window, where the cell 
signal may better penetrate the exterior 
walls. If in a vehicle, try driving a mile 
down the road.

7. Increase your elevation. By mov-
ing to the top floor, you reduce the 
chance of obstructions blocking the cell 
signal. If you’re driving, find a high spot 
and park there. 

8. Use the Wi-Fi network. All newer 
smartphones allow native Wi-Fi calling 
and texting, which is supported by all 
major U.S. cell carriers. There are also a 
bunch of messaging apps now for audio 
and video calling. Solid Wi-Fi may be a 
good substitute for a spotty network.

9. Locate the nearest cell tower.
When you know where the cell tow-
er is, you know which direction your 
signal comes from. Then, move to the 
side of the building nearest the tower. If 
you’re outside, try to get clear of any sig-
nal-blocking obstructions between you 
and the tower.

10. Try switching from 4G to 3G. 
Turn off your LTE service. See if you get 
a better connection with the 3G or even 
the 2G network. 

Learn More
For further ideas on improving your 

cell signal, you can get the “Ultimate 
Consumer Guide to Cell Phone Signal 
Boosters” from the industry leader in 
cellular signal-boosting technology, 
weBoost. The company’s cell phone sig-
nal boosters and accessories overcome 
problems of a weak signal by boosting 
cellular signals by as much as 32 times. 
For a look at the complete line of prov-
en home, vehicle and business products 
that work with any carrier and in any 
location without a subscription fee, go 
to www.weboost.com.

Improve Your Cell Reception In 10 Simple Steps 

Getting a strong signal for your cell 
phone when you need it may be eas-
ier than you realize.

by Joan Lawrence 
(NAPSA)—This holiday season, you 

can pick out toys that are both fun and 
safe with these simple tips:

1. Follow the age guidance and 
other safety information on toy pack-
aging. The age grading isn’t about how 
smart a child is—it’s based on the devel-
opmental abilities of children at a given 
age and the specific features of the toy. 

2.  Choose a toy that matches your 
child’s age and interests. The perfect 
toys are the ones that are right for your 
children. If a toy is too advanced, they’ll 
become frustrated, and if it’s too simple, 
they’ll get bored. Providing kids with 
age-appropriate playthings will help 
them stay safe and reap the full benefits 
of playtime.

3.  Avoid toys with small parts for 
kids under 3. Items around the home 
that have small parts are fine for older 
kids but can pose a choking hazard for 
children under 3 (or kids who still mouth 
objects). Toys with small parts have a 
warning label on the packaging, so keep 
a careful eye out as you shop.  

4.  Shop at a retailer you know and 
trust. Store staff at established business-
es will be knowledgeable about age-ap-
propriate toys. At garage sales, second-
hand stores or temporary “pop-up” 
retailers, sellers may not know about 
the latest safety information and certi-
fied products—and may not be around 
should an issue arise later on.

5. Visit PlaySafe.org for more safe-
ty advice. Once the gifts are unwrapped, 

visit www.PlaySafe.org for tons of advice 
on toys and play. It’s a comprehensive, 
free resource that includes detailed tips 
on small parts, advice for new parents, 
how to keep kids safe during active play, 
information on battery and magnet 
safety, the importance of parental su-
pervision during play and much more.

It’s important to know that all toys 
sold in the U.S., no matter where they’re 
made, are subject to strict federal safety 
laws and standards. So just be sure to 
pick out toys that match a child’s age and 
interests and then get on the floor and 
play with your kids. Showing little ones 
how to properly use a toy can be the best 
way to make sure they understand how 
to safely enjoy it.

• Ms. Lawrence, a.k.a. the “Toy Safety 
Mom,” is a lifelong child safety advocate 
with more than 20 years of experience in 
the toy industry and senior vice president 
of standards and regulatory affairs at The 
Toy Association. 

Top Five Tips For Buying Safe Toys This Holiday Season

Playing with your kids can be one of 
the best ways to be sure they’re using 
their new toys safely—and it’s fun.

(NAPSA)—If you have trouble hear-
ing, advises Dr. Navid Taghvaei, an Ed-
ucational Specialist with Signia, keep a 
backup hearing aid charger, hearing aid 
batteries and the like in your emergen-
cy preparedness kit. For more advice 
on hearing loss and hearing aids, go to 
www.signiausa.com.

A line of small yet spacious sinks, 
Blanco Precis, features the rock-hard 
durability of Silgranit in a sleek mod-
ern single-bowl design. Blanco Qua-
trus stainless steel sinks come with 
built-in cutting boards, colanders and 
magnetic caddies. Learn more at www.
blancoamerica.com.

In “Supreme Power: 7 Pivotal Su-
preme Court Decisions That Had a Ma-
jor Impact on America” (Shadow Moun-
tain), best-selling author and Senior U.S. 
District Judge Ted Stewart explains how 
the Court affects every major area of 
American life. Find it where books are 
sold and at www.shadowmountain.com.

Job hunters can find useful con-
nections and great ideas on LinkedIn, 
which has more than 10 million job 
listings and handy job-hunting hints at 
http://blog.linkedin.com.

Helping vulnerable students is a 
nonprofit called Treehouse that gives 
youth in foster care a childhood and a 
future, helps them achieve high school 
graduation and take charge of their own 
futures. Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 
for further facts, to make a donation, 
host a drive or volunteer. 

Recently, automotive engineers cre-
ated a recreational side-by-side (SXS) 
that delivers the ultimate combination of 
power, suspension and agility. Vehicles in 
the Polaris Xtreme Performance family 
feature the world’s first and only intelli-
gent suspension system designed for off-
road. Learn more at www.polaris.com.

A combination of consumer research 
and a deep understanding of needs from 
field to fork, including those of growers, 
packers, shippers and retailers, helps 
seed companies such as Syngenta sup-
port increased vegetable consumption 
through plant breeding practices de-
signed to make vegetables tastier and 
more convenient to  consume. 

Plan your ski vacation before the cold 
sets in and you’re less likely to get frozen 
out of choice accommodations, advise 
the experts at HomeAway, the world’s 
leading online vacation rental market-
place. For more information or to view 
available rentals, visit www.HomeAway.
com/skiseason. 

When carving a turkey, use a very 
sharp knife, advises cookbook author 
Nathalie Dupree. You can keep it so with 
a Chef’sChoice XV EdgeSelect for an ul-
trasharp, triple-bevel, durable, high-per-
formance Trizor XV edge. Precision 
guides eliminate guesswork. Learn more 
at Chefschoice.com and (800) 342-3255.

By law, independent repair shops as 
well as auto dealers can provide services 
to maintain your new-car warranty, re-
ports the nonprofit Car Care Council. 
It’s behind the “Be Car Care Aware” cam-
paign promoting vehicle care. For a free 
“Car Care Guide,” visit www.carcare.org. 

To help you prepare for your future, 
download a free booklet on Top Tips for 
Retirees, including Reducing Debt in 
Retirement, Managing Prescription Drug 
Costs, Selecting a Long-Term Care Plan, 
and more, from the experts at the Bankers 
Life Center for a Secure Retirement at 
www.BankersLife.com/TopTips6.




