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(NAPSA)—Keep your family
and vehicle safe as you prepare
for your summer travels.

Temperatures are rising and
summer road trip season is here.
It is imperative for motorists to
stay on top of tire maintenance
during summer months because
as temperatures start to increase,
so do the frequency of tire blow-
outs. Maintaining proper tire
pressure not only improves road
safety, it gives motorists the most
from their tires. Improperly
inflated tires lead to decreased
steering and braking control as
well as excessive tire wear and
fuel consumption.

According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, only 19 percent of con-
sumers keep their tires properly
inflated. Improper tire care con-
tributes to about 200 fatalities
each year. The agency also esti-
mates that about 11,000 tire-
related crashes occur annually.

To get the most from your tires
this summer, here are five impor-
tant maintenance tips from the
world’s largest independent tire
and wheel retailer, Discount Tire:

1. Get Pressure Right—Low
tire pressure can decrease fuel
economy. Tires may lose up to one
pound PSI (per square inch) of air
pressure per month. The specific
inflation pressure number may be
found on the vehicle placard
located inside the driver’s door.
Don’t forget to check trailer tires.
Checking the tire pressure for
boat, travel and utility trailers is
as important as for your car or
truck. Make it a point to check
tire pressure every month, using
the vehicle manufacturer’s recom-
mended tire pressure.

2. Stay Sticky with Tread—
Lack of tread affects the tire’s
ability to stick to the road, espe-
cially in wet conditions. Make
sure tires don’t have uneven wear,
which indicates something is
wrong with the tire. High or low
spots or unusually smooth areas

may decrease traction and in-
crease the risk of road accidents.
Road trippers should also check
tire tread depth by using the
“penny test.” Insert a penny
upside down into the tread. If you
see Abe Lincoln’s entire head, it’s
time to replace the tire.

3. Rotate Often—Regular
rotation helps achieve uniform
tire wear and improves road per-
formance. Tires rotated every
6,000 miles have longer life and
will help maximize your tire
investment.

4. Don’t Forget the Spare—
Don’t get stuck with a flat tire in
the middle of nowhere and discover
that your spare is also flat. Check
your spare tire on a regular basis
as you would your other tires.

5. Don’t Overload—Over-
loading your vehicle’s or trailer’s
carrying capacity is dangerous
and can lead to tire failure. Han-
dling, control and braking are also
negatively impacted. Check your
owner’s manual for load capacity
specifications prior to packing
your vehicle before vacation.

Remembering these tips and
taking five minutes each month to
inspect your tires will go a long
way in keeping you and your pas-
sengers safe. Discount Tire offers
free tire air pressure inspections,
available at more than 900 loca-
tions nationwide. To learn more
about tire safety, visit www.dis
counttire.com.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO:
Take Five And Check Your Tires

Your family’s next road trip can
be safer and more enjoyable if
you first take five minutes to
check your tires.
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(NAPSA)—Ancient sights, ro-
mantic nights and days filled with
delights can be found when you
take your family on a cruise to the
Baltics—made up of countries sur-
rounding the Baltic Sea—a breath-
taking region that is gaining popu-
larity as a travel destination. More
than 4 million travelers cruise
around there every year.

Vikings and Norse explorers
once sailed these waters and a
cruise may still be the best way to
meet the warm, welcoming people
who live there now and explore its
many other charms—because you
can save time and money staying
on the ship. Accommodations and
food are taken care of on the
cruise so travelers don’t have to
worry about costs associated with
visiting some of the world’s most
expensive cities.

What’s more, while once many
of the ships sailing the Baltic were
older, midsized cruise ships, the
growing popularity of the region
means cruise lines now deploy big-
ger, more contemporary vessels.
For example, Princess Cruises is
sailing two of its newest ships,
Royal Princess and Regal Princess.

Three More Reasons
To Cruise

First, cruising offers something
for everyone, from the very young
to the young at heart. It’s great for
groups, celebrations and meeting
new people. That may be part of
the appeal for the estimated 10
million people who go cruising
from U.S. ports every year.

Consider this: On board Prin-
cess Cruises, you can watch
“Movies Under the Stars,” with
complimentary blankets and pop-
corn. Alternatively, meet friends for
a small bite and wine by the glass,
and enjoy street performer–style
entertainment in the Piazza. Or
spend a few hours of tranquility in
The Sanctuary—a retreat just for
adults where you can enjoy a mas-
sage, signature drinks and snacks,
or the spectacular sea views and
sunsets from your plush lounge
chair. Evenings are filled with live
entertainment options.

Next, it’s educational. A new
Discovery at Sea program at
Princess, in partnership with Dis-
covery, brings to life the nature,
wildlife and history of the region
that guests are sailing to through
onboard activities and shore
excursions.

Finally, once you get off the
ship, the next exciting phase
begins. From the glorious spires of
St. Petersburg and the idyllic

waterfront of Stockholm to the
fjords of the Norwegian coast,
there are great sites and sights to
see, such as:

•St. Petersburg—Few places
can match St. Petersburg for
sheer opulence. Known as the
“Venice of the North” for its canal
system, this grand city is home to
such treasures as the world-
famous State Hermitage Museum,
opulent Peterhof and Catherine
Palaces, as well as elaborate
parks and magnificent cathedrals.

•Norway—Geiranger Fjord,
lined by soaring snowcapped
mountains and fabled waterfalls,
is a World Heritage Site. The
stark wonders of North Cape and
remote towns like Spitsbergen
and Tromsø await farther north in
the Land of the Midnight Sun.

•Copenhagen—Adding to the
romance of the picturesque sea-
side buildings that welcome trav-
elers is Hans Christian Andersen’s
The Little Mermaid, who sits on a
rock gazing out to sea.

•Tallinn—The capital of Esto-
nia is among the best-preserved
medieval European towns with
cathedral cupolas and golden
crosses rising high above the
rooftops. It dates back nearly a
thousand years. Exploring the
many narrow, winding, cobble-
stoned streets is like taking a trip
to the 15th century.

•Stockholm—Old Town Stock-
holm is one of Sweden’s most spec-
tacular spots. The top of City Hall
offers breathtaking views of the
surrounding area. The Royal
Palace has over 600 rooms and
several museums.

Voyages begin in May and run
into September, either of which can
be a great time to go to enjoy lighter
crowds and lower cruise fares.

Learn More
For further information on

cruising to the Baltic, visit your
professional travel consultant or
go to www.princess.com.

Sailing Away To The Baltics

For a vacation that’s a wonderful
combination of the comfortable
and the adventurous, consider a
cruise around the Baltic Sea.

Lost-No-More App
(NAPSA)—Tired of looking like

a lost tourist, searching your
phone for directions? Use Sky-
scanner ’s Hotels app for Apple
Watch to help you find your way
back to your hotel every time
you’re out.

Skyscanner, a leading travel
search engine, developed the app
to help people avoid putting their

phones at risk when they travel.
It provides step-by-step direction
straight to your Apple Watch. This
means never having to pull out
your iPhone in a crowded place.

The app helps you find your
way back to your hotel with just a
few quick steps. You will need to
“favorite” the hotel you booked
within the Skyscanner iPhone
app. Once you’ve done that, sync
your Apple Watch with your
iPhone, and you can browse
through your favorite hotels on
the watch.

The app provides step-by-step
walking directions back to what-
ever hotel you select. The app uses
Wi-Fi or data to provide directions.

Learn More
You can download Skyscanner’s

Hotels app, as well as its Flights
and Car Rental apps, from the
iTunes App Store. The Hotels app
is also available for Android phones
and tablets. Or, to use the website,
visit www.skyscanner.com. Sky-
scanner never adds extra fees to
your booking.

An app offering easy directions
back to your hotel can be at
hand.

(NAPSA)—To keep your pet
safe when out at night, you can get
a leash and collar from the Pet-
mate Max Glow in the Dark collec-
tion. For further pet facts, tips and
products, visit www.petmate.com.

* * *
Using the right tools for vari-

ous yard care jobs is getting easier
thanks to a new customizable
yard care system. Called FLEX
from Troy-Bilt, it features a single
power base that accepts multiple
attachments. For more informa-
tion, visit www.Lowes.com.

***
Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the
people are right more than half the time.

—E. B. White
***

***
Democracy is the theory that the common people know what they
want and deserve to get it good and hard.

—H. L. Mencken
***

***
The idea of an election is much more interesting to me than the
election itself...the act of voting is in itself the defining moment.

—Jeff Melvoin
***

***
In democracy it’s your vote that counts; in feudalism it’s your
count that votes.

—Mogens Jallberg
***

***
Be mild with the mild, shrewd with the crafty, confiding to the
honest, rough to the ruffian and a thunderbolt to the liar. But in
all this, never be unmindful of your own dignity.

—John Brown
***

***
In men of the highest character and noblest genius there is to be
found an insatiable desire for honor, command, power and glory.

—Cicero
***

***
When you relinquish the desire to control your future, you can
have more happiness.

—Nicole Kidman
***

***
Dignity consists not in possessing honors, but in the conscious-
ness that we deserve them.

—Aristotle
***

***
One must not lose desires. They are mighty stimulants to cre-
ativeness, to love and to long life.

—Alexander A. Bogomoletz
***




