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(NAPSA)—Millions of American
families may be eligible for pro-
grams that can help cover health
care needs and basic costs, but they
don’t even know about them. 

The AARP Foundation Benefits
Outreach Program connects fami-
lies to these important resources
through its new on-line free tool
called Benefits QuickLINK. This
customized version of Benefits
CheckUp makes it easier for peo-
ple to find out if their family may
qualify for 15 of the most valuable
public benefits programs for older
adults and for children available
where they live. 

It also helps them find free and
low-cost prescription drug pro-
grams, and apply for the Medicare
Rx Extra Help program on-line.
These programs help older Ameri-
cans get the help they need and
deserve. Grandparents raising
grandchildren can use Benefits
QuickLINK to find programs for
themselves and their children.
Family members who care for
older relatives can find programs
in another state. 

The Benefits QuickLINK screen-
ing tool makes it easier for people
to learn if they are eligible for some
important state and federal public
benefits available in your area.
They may include: 

• Medicare Savings Programs
• Medicare Prescription Drug

Coverage
• Medicare Rx Extra Help
• Prescription Drug Assistance

Programs
• Medicaid for Aged, Blind and

Disabled
• Food Stamps Program
• Low Income Home Energy

Assistance 
• Property Tax Relief/Rebates

• Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI)

• Telephone Assistance (Link-
Up and Lifeline).

Grandparents raising grandchil-
dren and parents 50 and older with
minor children can use the tool to
determine if they are eligible for a
variety of public benefits for chil-
dren, such as Children’s Health
Insurance Programs, Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC) and Medic-
aid for Children, among others. 

The system is run by Benefits
CheckUp, a service of the Na-
tional Council on Aging and sup-
ported by the AARP Foundation,
AARP’s affiliated charity. 

How Does It Work? 
• Go to www.aarp.org/quicklink
• Answer a short list of ques-

tions, and 
• Download fact sheets and

applications for programs that fit
your situation. 

Learn More
You can learn more on-line at

www.aarp.org/quicklink.

Help For Children And Older Americans

YOU: ENTITLED TO GOVERNMENT
MONEY? Grandparents and others
over 50 who are raising children
may be eligible for benefits from
the government and not know it.
A new Internet site can help.

(NAPSA)—Getting married
doesn’t have to mean saying “I do”
to high wedding costs. Try these
fashion and décor tips from leading
wedding experts and control the
price of your wedding—without
sacrificing touches that can help
make your day even more special. 

First Thing First 
Set the tone for a beautiful

wedding with gorgeous invita-
tions—and control expenses by
designing and printing them your-
self. For a personalized, layered
look, adhere your invitation to col-
ored card stock, or sandwich a rib-
bon in between layers and tie a
bow over the invite. Other extras
that dress up paper goods include
rhinestones, grommets, stickers,
stamps, buttons and punches. 

Sensational Ceremonies
Oftentimes, beautiful outdoor

venues can deliver wonderful
results without a large price tag.
Outdoor living expert Sean Con-
way says the key is to choose a
focal point where you and your
beloved can exchange vows. 

“Create a ceremony spot simply
by standing beneath the boughs of
a large tree,” says Conway. “For
something a bit more elaborate,
decorate an arbor with flowers
and hanging votives, or set up
chairs near a tented gazebo filled
with paper lanterns.” 

Of course, it’s important to be
prepared for weather. A tent or
gazebo is an attractive safeguard.
Conway also suggests filling pots
with umbrellas for an attractive
and useful display. 

“Be creative,” says Conway.
“Transform your wedding space

into a reception spot by adding a
romantic glow to the tables with
candles inside of glass cylinders of
various heights.” 

Here Comes The Bride 
Elegant yet affordable wed-

ding attire is also within reach.
Lauded fashion designer Isaac
Mizrahi recently launched a
bridal collection for Target fea-
turing dresses for brides and
bridesmaids with prices ranging
from $35 to $160. 

“Every woman remembers how
she felt on her wedding day for
the rest of her life. Ensuring that
she feels confident and beautiful
in the ‘perfect’ dress is important
to me,” says Mizrahi. 

The collection features eight
spectacular wedding gowns in
white and ivory. The bridesmaid
collection features several elegant
designs in a myriad of colors.
These are dresses that brides-
maids will want to wear. 

For more information, visit
www.target.com/clubwedd.

Wedding Style Without Breaking The Bank

There are ways to lower the cost
of a wedding while still creating a
day to remember.

(NAPSA)—Eager to buy a home
but uncertain about how you can
make it happen? With the growing
number of home loan options avail-
able for a wide variety of financial
situations, it is now perhaps more
important than ever for potential
homeowners to better understand
the home-buying process. Buying a
home is most likely the largest
financial transaction you will make
in your lifetime. A smart way to pre-
pare for homeownership is to learn
about the home-buying process in
advance from start to finish. 

Now you can do that—at your
own pace, at your own conve-
nience, with no strings attached
and at no cost—with the Home
Ownership Mortgage Education
(H.O.M.E.) program at www.
HomeByCountrywide.com. 

Countrywide’s program gives
consumers easy-to-understand
educational materials and tools
that can help them achieve and
maintain the dream of homeowner-
ship. The Web site provides arti-
cles, worksheets, video clips,
quizzes and printable checklists to
assist consumers when they leave
the site and begin to go through
the actual process of home buying. 

Start The Process 
With Basic Finance

With planning strategies to
help you manage and save for the
future, you’ll be better prepared
for homeownership.
Learn How Credit Affects You

Understanding the importance
of credit and how it impacts your
ability to borrow is critical. Learn
how to read a credit report, how to
report false information, and what
steps you can take to help improve
your own credit score. 

Prepare For Homeownership
Assess your readiness for

homeownership and how to weigh
different home loan choices. Use
the charts and worksheets pro-
vided to help you figure out what
your estimated costs might be and
what you can afford. 

Steps For Buying A Home
Find out how to get help in

preparing your loan documents
and how to avoid surprises when
closing your loan.

Enjoy Life As A Homeowner
Find practical advice to help

keep the investment in your
home solid…like staying orga-
nized, getting adequate insur-
ance, payment do’s and don’ts
and keeping your home in good
repair. 

Buying a home is a big step,
and becoming educated about the
process can help you achieve your
dream of homeownership. The no-
cost, no-obligation H.O.M.E pro-
gram, www.HomeByCountrywide.
com, is offered by Countrywide
Financial Corporation as part of
its mission and the company’s
founding principle: to help indi-
viduals achieve and maintain
homeownership. 

Understand The Home-Buying Process 
From Start To Finish

(NAPSA)—If you’re in the mar-
ket for a used car, it could pay to
watch out for air bag fraud. 

Air bag fraud involves replacing
a damaged air bag system with a
nonfunctioning “dummy” air bag.
These dummy systems are often
stolen or salvaged units and may
not match the particular make and
model of your car. Victims of air
bag fraud have even reported find-
ing paper towels, packing peanuts,
old shoes or virtually anything else
that can fill the hole left by the
missing air bag. 

A Growing Problem 
According to the National

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA), nearly 20,000
lives have been saved by air bags
deploying in an accident. How-
ever, industry experts estimate
that currently, as many as one out
of every 25 previously damaged
vehicles inspected had nonfunc-
tional air bags. Unchecked, this
growing scam can threaten the
safety of unsuspecting victims
who might never know until it’s
too late. 

Fortunately, there are ways to
protect yourself and your passen-
gers. Try these tips: 

• Ask for or order a Carfax
Vehicle History Report to check
for salvage or junk titles, acci-
dents in the vehicle’s past or “air
bag deployed” notations. If any of
these red flags shows up, the air
bag may have been deployed and
you should have it closely in-
spected. Remember, even if it
remained undeployed, the air bag
system may still have been
affected by a crash. 

• Take the vehicle to a certified
air bag mechanic for inspection
prior to purchase to ensure a
properly working air bag system. 

• Turn on the ignition. The air
bag indicator light should appear
momentarily and then go out. If
the indicator light remains on or
flashes, this may indicate that an
air bag system problem exists.
Take the vehicle to a qualified
mechanic for further inspection. 

• If the air bag light never
comes on, it’s highly likely the air
bag is missing and the bulb has
been removed. Also, air bag lights
may also not come on if the previ-
ous owner had an on-off switch
installed. If you face this situa-
tion, ask the owner or dealer to
provide a copy of the NHTSA let-
ter authorizing the switch and
have the air bag turned back on. 

For more information and a
free air bag deployment report,
visit www.carfax.com/airbag. 

Steering Clear Of Air Bag Fraud

Victims of air bag fraud have
found everything from paper tow-
els to packing peanuts stuffed
into the air bag compartments of
the steering wheel or dashboard.

(NAPSA)—Auto repair shops
displaying the Automatic Trans-
mission Rebuilders Association
(ATRA) seal adhere to a strict
code of quality and ethics—and
their “Golden Rule” warranty is
honored at nearly 2,000 shops
throughout the U.S. To locate an
area ATRA member, visit
www.ATRA.com. 

**  **  **
The book homeowners must

read before putting their house on
the market is “Ready, Set, Sold!”
by Michael Corbett, best-selling
real estate author of “Find It, Fix
It, Flip It!” and nationally known
host of “Extra’s Mansions & Mil-
lionaires” on NBC. 

**  **  **
Share Our Strength, one of the

nation’s leading organizations
working to end childhood hunger
in America, is encouraging every-
one—individuals, students, faith-
based, community and business
leaders—to organize a bake sale.
To find out more, visit www.Great
AmericanBakeSale.org.

**  **  **
The American Heart Associa-

tion’s free, online “My Grocery
List” builder at heartcheckmark.
org makes it easy to browse
through more than 800 certified
heart-healthy products. For a free
copy of the “Shop Smart with
Heart” brochure, visit american
heart.org or call (800) AHA-USA1.

**  **  **
Due to new packaging con-

cepts such as Sealed Air Corpora-
tion’s Cryovac® Simple Steps™

package, vegetables and entrées
can be heated and served in the
original packaging. No need to
puncture or remove film before
cooking. For more information,
visit www.ezmealprep.com.

***
We cannot hold a torch to light
another’s path without bright-
ening our own.

—Ben Sweetland
***

***
Life becomes harder for us
when we live for others, but
it also becomes richer and
happier.

—Albert Schweitzer
***

***
A bit of fragrance always clings
to the hand that gives you roses.

—Chinese Proverb
***

***
It takes great wit and interest
and energy to be happy. The
pursuit of happiness is a great
activity. One must be open and
alive. It is the greatest feat man
has to accomplish.

—Robert Henri
***
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