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by Bobby Hamilton
(NAPSA)—Buying a car is one

of the largest investments many
people make in their lives—and
more and more, people are
bypassing new cars for used mod-
els. In fact, used cars have become

big business in the
U.S. and today, con-
sumers have choices
that stretch beyond
the big lots and
dealerships. 

Just remember
that when you’re
buying a car—new or
used—it’s important
to get the facts first.

Doing so can help you be more cer-
tain you’re actually getting the car
you want at the price that’s right. 

“Buyers should be sure to con-
sider all the angles—from mileage,
model and vehicle history, to war-
ranties and financing,” says Brad
Eggleston of AutoVantage. Here’s
how to protect yourself: 

•Check out the model’s repair
record, maintenance costs, and
safety and mileage ratings in con-
sumer magazines or online. Check
the National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Administration’s
Web site (www.nhtsa.dot.gov) to
see if the car you are considering
has any recalls associated with it. 

•Get a vehicle history report
f r o m  E x p e r i a n  A u t o m o t i v e
(www.autocheck.com). It’s a cheap
way to ensure you’re not the victim
of odometer fraud and that the car
wasn’t in a fire, flood or accident. 

•Dealers are required by the
Federal Trade Commission to post a
Buyer’s Guide in every used vehicle
offered for sale. Read it. This guide
provides important information
about the car and always overrules

your sales contract. 
•Consult the Kelley Blue Book

to learn what a car is worth
before going to the negotiating
table. Be prepared to bargain for
the best deal on your car. Also,
visit a qualified mechanic for an
automotive diagnostic and
inspection before buying. Check
the Car Care Council’s Web site
(www.carcarecouncil.org) to find
certified mechanics.

•Take a serious test drive. Test
the acceleration and give the brakes
a workout. Make sure the steering
wheel doesn’t wander from left to
right or shake. Drive up and down
hills, down highways and through
stop-and-go traffic. 

•When financing, beware of
advertisements offering tempting
deals to folks with bad credit or
first-time buyers. Find out the
exact price you’re paying for the
vehicle, the amount you’re financ-
ing, the finance charge, the APR
and how many payments you’re
up against.

Bobby Hamilton, a spokesman
for AutoVantage, is the 2004
NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series
Champion. 

Tips For Buying A Used Car

Check out a used vehicle’s repair
record and be prepared to bargain
for the best deal.

Bobby Hamilton

(NAPSA)—As utilities through-
out the U.S. propose rate increases
of as much as 70 percent, many
homeowners are looking for ways
to lower their energy bills. Simple
steps such as home sealing can
lower a home’s heating and cooling
costs by up to 20 percent, saving
homeowners hundreds of dollars.

“Having an energy-efficient
home is just as important in the
summer as it is in the winter.
Home sealing is a simple way to
keep cool air in, stay comfortable,
and reduce energy bills,” says
Steve Baden, Executive Director of
the Residential Energy Services
Network, a non-profit energy effi-
ciency organization. “One of the
first steps homeowners should con-
sider is properly sealing the home.
Air leaking through gaps and
cracks can add up to as much air-
flow as an open window, and an air
conditioner is one of the largest
summer energy expenditures.”

Sealing the home with silicone
sealants limits the costly escape of
cool air from air-conditioned envi-

ronments. A typical home can be
sealed with four tubes of GE Sili-
cone II, meaning that $20 could
save a homeowner hundreds of dol-
lars in energy costs.

GE offers a variety of silicone
and acrylic home sealing solu-
tions that can help a homeowner
have a tighter, more energy effi-
cient home. Jeff Davis, General
Manager of GE Sealants & Adhe-
sives, recommends a premium
silicone sealant for summer
home sealing.

“Silicone sealants provide
homes with an air and water-tight
seal that creates the highest level
of efficiency and protection
against the elements,” says Davis.
“And because of its unmatched
durability and adhesion, home-
owners only have to seal a home
once with silicone.”

Information on how to properly
seal a home, including windows,
doors, kitchens, bathrooms, base-
ments and other areas, can be
found online at www.gesealants.
com.

Lower Your Bills While “Keeping Your Cool”

SEAL IT—Home sealing is a simple way to keep cool air in and reduce
energy bills in summer.

(NAPSA)—With the annual
number of violent crimes declining
by 35 percent since it peaked at
four million in 1993, it is safe to
say we owe a debt of gratitude to
America’s more than 870,000
sworn law enforcement officers.
On Monday, May 15th, Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, Americans can
show their appreciation and
respect for the brave men and
women who protect our property
and our lives—sometimes at the
expense of their own.

Government agencies, busi-
nesses and private citizens should
fly the American flag at half-staff
on Monday, May 15, Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day. The National
Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Fund (NLEOMF) says this is
a special tribute honoring the
more than 17,000 American law
enforcement officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

In 2006, 466 names will be
added to the walls of the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C. Of this
total, 155 law enforcement officers
were killed in 2005, and 311 oth-
ers died in prior years. 

“Approximately every 53 hours
a law enforcement officer is killed
in the line of duty. Since the first
recorded law enforcement officer
death in 1792, more than 17,000
law enforcement officers have
made the ultimate sacrifice,” said
Craig W. Floyd, Chairman and
CEO of the NLEOMF. “Lowering
the flags on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day is an appropriate way to
show our respect for those officers
who died in the line of duty and to
remember the family, friends and
colleagues left behind.” 

The NLEOMF is a nonprofit
organization established to com-
memorate the service and sacri-
fice of law enforcement officers
and to provide information that
will help promote law enforcement
safety. 

Throughout the year, citizens
can work with NLEOMF in the
following ways to help keep our
law enforcement officers safe: 

• Urge lawmakers to ensure
more officers are issued bullet-
proof vests and similar safety
equipment. 

• Encourage law enforcement
agencies to offer more driver
training and safer vehicles. 

• Be careful when passing an
accident or crime scene. There
may be a police officer on the
road.

For more information, visit
www.nleomf.com. 

Remembering Our Protectors

Show your respect for fallen
police officers by flying your
American flag at half-mast on
May 15, Peace Officers Memorial
Day.

Say It Like They Do
(NAPSA)—The best-selling

guidebook series in North America
has now made it easier for business
and leisure travelers to speak like a
local when they go to Europe.

The Frommer’s PhraseFinder
& Dictionary
series (Wiley,
$7.99 each) was
launched with
Italian, French
and Spanish edi-
tions. The prac-
tical, easy-to-use
series is de-
signed for fin-
gertip referenc-

ing and maximum portability.
That’s good news for travelers

who are eager to try a foreign
phrase or two when traveling

abroad.
The series of-

fers more than
5,000 words and
phrases with
pronunciation
throughout, cov-
erage of real-
world situations
such as shop-
ping, barhop-
ping and getting

around, sample dialogues to give
readers an idea of how the lan-

guage is spoken,
plus illustra-
tions and dia-
grams to pro-
vide helpful
visual cues.

Also included
is a two-way
dictionary that
cross-references
verb conjuga-

tions and the most common
phrases, plus common colloqui-
alisms. For more information, you
can visit www.frommers.com. 

by Frank Abagnale, Jr.
(NAPSA)—As identity thieves

become more of a threat to individ-
uals and businesses, many people
wish they had someone—or some-

thing—to watch over
and guard their
valuable financial
information. 

While most con-
sumers can’t afford
a financial body-
guard, many are
taking advantage of

a real-time identity management
service that can potentially avert
identity crimes. 

I consider one service, Identity
Sweep, developed with MyPublic
Info (MyPublicInfo.com) and Affin-
ion Group (www.affiniongroup
.com), a leader in credit monitoring
and identity theft, to be more
proactive than any other. It may be
the consumer ’s best chance at
avoiding identity-related criminal
abuse. Identity Sweep protects con-
sumer identities in three ways:

1. It includes a leading-edge
identity fraud detection technol-
ogy that scans billions of public
records for suspicious activity
associated with identity fraud,
including attempts to create a
synthetic identity. The service
analyzes the suspicious activity to
provide a risk score.

2. It searches Internet news-
groups, search engines, blogs and
hundreds of thousands of chat
rooms and Web sites looking for
personal and financial informa-

tion. It instantly notifies con-
sumers by e-mail of any suspicious
activity related to their personal
information before the customer is
victimized. This technology works
faster than credit card and credit
bureau monitoring services.

3. It scans online directories
that list a consumer’s information
and requests removal of that infor-
mation to prevent abuse by tele-
marketers and identity thieves. 

For more information, visit
www.IdentitySweep.com and
www.MyPublicInfo.com.

Frank Abagnale is a former
master forger and leading fraud
prevention expert whose early life
was the basis for the movie “Catch
Me If You Can.” To have your
questions considered for this col-
umn, please send it to askfrank@
privacy.trilegiant.com. Frank can
only answer questions selected for
this column.

A Real-Time Way To Avoid Identity Theft

A real-time identity management
service may be a consumer’s
best chance at avoiding identity
theft.

Abagnale

***
Ah, summer, what power you
have to make us suffer and like
it.

—Russel Baker
***

***
A perfect summer day is when
the sun is shining, the breeze is
blowing, the birds are singing,
and the lawn mower is broken.

—James Dent
***

***
Summer afternoon—summer
afternoon; to me those have
always been the two most
beautiful words in the English
language.

—Henry James
***

***
Advice is what we ask for when
we already know the answer
but wish we didn’t.

—Erica Jong
***




