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(NAPSA)—You can save your-
self time, trouble and money if
you know how to recognize—and
avoid—some of the more common
scams. Here’s a look at one that
could happen to you.

The Scam
You place an ad for your col-

lectible, motorcycle or electronic
equipment on a specialty Web site.
You’re contacted by a buyer. Every-
thing appears legitimate. You even
receive a cashier’s check overnight.
The only problem is the check is
written for $5,000 over the sale
price. The buyer says it was an
error and asks you to deposit the
check and refund the overpayment
using a money transfer service. A
week later, your bank informs you
the check was fraudulent. No
funds have been deposited into
your account. Unfortunately, the
item has already been sent, along
with $5,000 in cash.

When the payment is found to
be a fraud, the funds are with-
drawn from your account. In this
type of scam, you could lose both
the amount of the overpayment
and the item you were selling.
Because some banks allow funds
to be drawn before an item has
cleared, you might not learn of the
fraud until it is too late.

The Solution
Before sending a money trans-

fer transaction, consider these
suggestions:

1. Don’t use a money transfer
service to send funds to someone
you don’t know.

2. Be wary of a buyer who is
anxious to complete a transaction
immediately. Most genuine buyers
spend time asking questions and
negotiating the price.

3. Check with your bank to
find out how long it will take the
check to clear. Just because the
bank has given you access to the
funds, that doesn’t mean the
check has fully cleared.

4. Wait until the check has
cleared before sending the amount
of the overpayment.

5. Remember the old adage: If
a deal sounds too good to be true,
it probably is.

Money transfer companies such
as Western Union want to create a
greater awareness of the various
types of consumer fraud. If you
feel you’ve been the victim of
fraud, contact the Attorney Gen-
eral, other local law enforcement
officials and your bank.

The Source
To learn more about sending

money transfers safely, visit
www.westernunion.com.

Fraud Facts And Tips To Help You

It’s a good idea to never use a
money transfer service to send
funds to someone you don’t know.

(NAPSA)—When high school
students spend hours playing
video games, parents often say it’s
a waste of time. However, these
video game players, or “gamers,”
can now find professional opportu-
nities to complement their inter-
est. The relatively young academic
specialty of computer game tech-
nologies has grown in response to
the popularity of the skyrocketing
video game industry. 

According to the NPD Group,
Inc., a global leader in sales and
marketing information, video
game sales have grown from $6.6
billion in 2000 to $9.4 billion in
2004.

Building on the success of the
game and simulation program-
ming (GSP) bachelor’s degree pro-
gram offered at 11 of its campuses
nationwide, DeVry University
announced it will offer the degree
program online beginning in
spring 2006. 

“Game development technolo-
gies will play an important role in
shaping many aspects of the
entertainment and defense indus-
tries for years to come,” said
Steven Riehs, vice president and
general manager of DeVry Uni-
versity Online. 

The campus-based GSP degree
program was met with enthusi-
asm by students, faculty and
employers and it’s expected that
the online GSP program will allow
even more students to pursue
degrees in this growing industry. 

According to Jesse Schell, for-
mer chairman of the International
Game Development Association,
the number of individuals looking
to enter the gaming industry has
grown tremendously in the last 10
years. He stresses that the gaming
industry is not about theory, but
the application of real technology

and notes that individuals with
hands-on experience developing
games are most likely to succeed
in these careers. 

The university’s game and sim-
ulation programming degree pro-
gram features course work in the
math and physics of games, pro-
gramming fundamentals, game
design, modifications (MOD), mas-
sively multi-player online game
programming (MMOG), two- and
three-dimensional graphics pro-
gramming, simulation and game
engine design. 

Graduates will be qualified for
positions as programmers, soft-
ware engineers and project coordi-
nators in the computer game tech-
nology industry, as well as similar
positions in simulation design and
programming. 

Examples include tactical and
strategic military simulations and
training, automotive design and
testing, training for health care
workers, crime scene reconstruc-
tion and flight simulation. 

According to the United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, entry-
level gaming programmers/engi-
neers with three years’ experience
can expect to earn an average
annual salary of $54,300. 

For more information, call (800)
231-0497 or visit www.devry.com. 

Online Degree Program Scores With
Video Game Enthusiasts

Video game players, or gamers,
can now find more professional
opportunities that interest them.

(NAPSA)—Following some
expert tips and keeping a few tools
on hand can help steer drivers
toward safer rides. Here’s some
advice from the experts:

Avoid Breakdowns
Breaking down isn’t just incon-

venient and expensive—it can also
put drivers in danger. If your car is
having problems and you need to
pull off the road, try to do so in a
well-lit area and pull as far over on
the shoulder as possible. Put emer-
gency flares or reflectors on the
road behind your car to help other
drivers see you. 

Of course, one of the best ways
to avoid breaking down is to keep
your vehicle well maintained.
Check your car ’s oil, tires and
belts regularly and bring it in for
regular tune-ups. 

Preventing Theft
A vehicle is stolen every 25 sec-

onds in the U.S. To avoid falling
victim to theft, always lock your
vehicle, no matter where you are,
and avoid parking in isolated areas
where there are few passersby. 

You may also want to consider
anti-theft tools such as The Club
Automotive Security Series. The
line includes steering-wheel locks,
cable and spare-tire locks, padlocks
and specialty locks. The cable and
spare-tire locks can be used to pro-
tect tires mounted on the back of
trucks, luggage or other items.
They run from four to six feet long.

The Weatherproof Automotive Pad-
lock can be used on gates, sheds
and to secure garages, and the
steering-wheel locks render vehi-
cles unusable when attached. 

Be Prepared
Plan out long trips ahead of

time and always let someone
know where you plan to travel
and how long you expect the trip
to take. Also, pack a survival kit
in your car. It should include
flares, jumper cables, a quart of
oil, radiator fluid, a first-aid kit,
bottled water, a blanket and a
road atlas. It’s smart to carry a
cell phone on the road as well. 

In addition, it’s a good idea to
check out your auto insurance pol-
icy. If it doesn’t include roadside
assistance, you may want to con-
sider upgrading. 

For more information, visit
www.theclub.com. 

Auto Safety 101

Tools Of The Trade—The right
equipment can help keep drivers
—and their vehicles—safe.

(NAPSA)—Experience the fra-
grant aroma and delicious tastes
of new recipes while trying out
innovative kitchen tools, all in the
comfort of your own home. For
information about The Pampered
Chef ’s Cooking Shows, visit
www.pamperedchef.com or call
(800) 266-5562 in the U.S. or
(800) 342-2433 in Canada.

**  **  **
Trans fats have been found to

raise blood levels of LDL (or
“bad”) cholesterol. That means a
significantly increased risk of
heart disease. One solution is an
oil called low-linolenic soybean
oil. It can be used alone or in
blends with other vegetable oils
low in trans fats to decrease or
even eliminate trans fats. Learn
more at www.ZeroTransSoy.com.

**  **  **
Sunkist citrus is a great-tasting

way to get the most nutrition and
the fewest calories in one portable,
portion-controlled package.

(NAPSA)—If your face is red,
you may be glad to know a derma-
tologist-trusted brand, Eucerin,
has recently introduced a Redness
Relief Regimen Kit to provide
immediate relief while improving
the condition of visibly red skin in
four weeks. For more information,
visit www.Eucerin.com.

**  **  **
Umbilical cord blood banking

stores stem cells from a baby’s
umbilical cord at birth. Those
cells can be used to treat diseases
such as lymphoma and leukemia
that the child may develop later
in life. For more information, call
800-400-3430, Ext. 3010 or visit
the Web site www.familycord
bloodservices.com/mat.

**  **  **
Significant risk factors for

chronic kidney disease are not
being addressed in the United
States, according to a report of the
National Kidney Foundation’s
Kidney Early Evaluation Program
(KEEP). Those with the disease
tend to have other serious health
problems, such as obesity and ane-
mia. The right kind of screening is
of critical importance. To learn
more, visit www.keeponline.org.

**  **  **
A growing number of women

are finding themselves playing
the role of caregiver. And no mat-
ter whether it’s looking after chil-
dren, elderly parents or a sick rel-
ative, the stress can take a
physical toll on even the most

hardy individuals. The editors of
Caring Today magazine offer a
number of tips to work relief into
busy schedules, such as making
time for a hobby or taking a 10-
minute fantasy vacation. For
more ideas on managing stress,
visit www.caringtoday.com.

**  **  **
Experts agree that the road to

fitness is best traveled with a
buddy. PEERtrainer.com is a free
diet and fitness program that har-
nesses the power of peer motiva-
tion and accountability. Users join
three other like-minded enthusi-
asts who provide group support,
advice and “positive peer pres-
sure.” To learn more, visit
www.PEERtrainer.com.

**  **  **
When choosing a treadmill,

look for one with active shock
management features, such as
PaceMaster’s lineup of treadmills
that use a tri-flex system with
three components to protect
joints. For more information, visit
www.PaceMaster.com.

(NAPSA)—As cleaning time
approaches, you need to pay
attention to your carpets. The
Institute of Inspection, Cleaning
and Restoration Certification can
help you make sure you have
them cleaned by certified, trained
professionals. For answers to your
cleaning or restoration questions,
visit the online resource center at
www.certifiedcleaners.org or call
(800) 835-4624.

**  **  **
To make toilet cleanup much

easier and more infrequent, try
2000 Flushes, which can keep
things sanitary for up to four
months. If your bathroom is so
run-down it’s beyond repair, try
your luck at winning a bathroom
makeover. Visit www.2000flush
eswin.com and explain why you
deserve a “Royal Throne.” You
could win $10,000 toward the
bathroom of your dreams. The
contest ends March 31, 2006.




