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(NAPSA)—Americans recognize
the importance of sharing practical
advice, yet few seek such common
sense very often. A new survey
finds that eight of 10 Americans
believe exchanging common-sense
information makes them smarter
and 68 percent believe it makes
them more successful. Ninety per-
cent even think children should be
taught common sense.

Yet the study commissioned by
SCOTT® Tissue and Towels also
reveals that just 12 percent seek
practical advice more than once a
week on what’s most challenging
for them, and 46 percent look for
such counsel less than or only
once a month. Indeed, 40 percent
of respondents don’t consider com-
mon sense a life skill that can be
learned, and 20 percent simply
think people are born with it. 

But, one expert on practical
intelligence, Robert J. Sternberg,
IBM Professor of Psychology and
Education and Professor of Man-
agement at Yale University,
asserts that common sense is a
life skill that can be learned and
improved, especially by sharing
ideas and advice with others.
“Sharing common sense makes
you smarter in the school of life,”
he maintains. 

While sharing is an important
lesson for children, it’s also a
much-needed skill as an adult.
Fifty-nine percent of Americans
believe they can improve common
sense by sharing it, although 11
percent say they keep information
on practical tips to themselves
instead of sharing it. 

Where do you go to share—and
find—common-sense counsel?
SCOTT Brand, whose tissues and
towels have delivered common-
sense value for more than 90
years, is building upon its popular
online Common Sense Community.
This resource for everyday com-
mon-sense tips and information is
turning “virtual” into reality.

Beginning May 10, SCOTT Brand
will bring its Common Sense Com-
munity to life by touring 15 U.S.
cities through the fall with the
House that Common Sense Built. 

The traveling four-room home
will bring everyday common-sense
counsel to life, acting as a practi-
cal “think tank” as it shares and
gathers useful common-sense
advice from across the nation. The
House and the online community
offer:

• Timesaving strategies that
create room for the things you love 

• Easy organizing solutions
that take only 10 minutes

• Neat and clean tips that’ll
save time on big cleaning tasks 

• Healthful hints that improve
your mind, body and soul.

And if you share your common-
sense tips, you will contribute to
Habitat for Humanity and its
efforts to help improve communi-
ties worldwide. 

To find out how to join the
Common Sense Community online
or visit it in person this summer
and test your own common-sense
sharing ability, visit www.Scott
CommonSense.com.

Survey Finds Americans Realize Value of
Common Sense, But Few Seek It Often 

Join the Common Sense Community Live or Online

(NAPSA)—Here’s some news
about brakes you may want to stop
and read. If your car’s brakes are
squealing, they may be sending
you a message. Brakes that make
noise may be signalling that it’s
time for much-needed repair work.

What’s the best way to keep
your car’s brakes in shape? Install
the best brake pads you can afford.
According to brake pad manufac-
turer, Akebono, when it comes to
replacing your brake pads, experts
agree that choosing the right brake
pads for your driving style will
help you drive more safely and
with more confidence.

So, what’s your driving style?
The Performance Driver—If

you’re a performance driver you’ll
need a brake pad that is designed
to lower operating temperatures
and deliver faster, quieter, more
controlled stops while extending
rotor life and the life of all brake
system components.

The European Driver—Lux-
ury and performance are both
required when you drive Euro-
pean vehicles. Brake pads should
therefore provide the same safe
and aggressive pedal feel you have
come to appreciate, only without
brake dust. 

The Severe Duty Driver—
High miles driver, extreme heat
and cold and heavy loads are all
examples of severe duty driving. To

address these needs, choose brake
pads that are engineered to virtu-
ally eliminate noise and vibration.

The Every Day Driver—
Many drivers feel that because
they simply drive their cars to
work or school every day, they do
not need to pay attention to what
brake pads they put on their car.
“That couldn’t be further from the
truth,” says Bill Hilbrandt, vice
president of research and develop-
ment for Akebono Corporation
North America. Ultra premium
and premium ceramic pads are
the best choice for this style of driv-
ing. Tests show that the leading
ceramic brake pads last longer
than traditional brake pads in
most stopping situations.

To learn more, visit www.ake
bonobrakes.com. 

The Right Brake Pad For You

Regardless of your driving style,
nothing is stopping you from
finding the right replacement
brake pads.

(NAPSA)—Tax reform was one
of many topics discussed recently
by a panel hosted by Boston-based
asset manager Eaton Vance. The
panel of behavioral finance, eco-
nomic, tax, and capital markets
experts discussed a range of
issues facing investors, including
tax reform, social security, the
national deficit, single stock con-
centration, capital markets perfor-
mance, inflation, retirement
readiness and other personal
finance issues. 

According to the sixth annual
investor survey commissioned by
Eaton Vance, investors say that
the tax implications of their
investments are important to
them; however, investors’ actual
level of knowledge about the sub-
ject is low. Nearly one in four sur-
veyed is unaware of current tax
rates, more than half (53 percent)
are unfamiliar with the Alterna-
tive Minimum Tax and less than
one third (31 percent) know about
tax-managed investing. 

Mark A. Weinberger, former
U.S. Assistant Secretary of Trea-
sury for Tax Policy and current
vice chair of Ernst & Young,
expressed concern that many of
those currently unaware of the
Alternative Minimum Tax will be
impacted by it in the near future.
He stated, “right now it only
affects about three million people.
But by 2010, without any changes,
we’re looking at 30 million people
paying the alternative minimum
tax. In fact, the projections esti-
mate that over 90 percent of those
who earn between $100,000 and

$500,000 annually will be paying
the Alternative Minimum Tax.”

Weinberger also commented
that “we need a fairer system, we
need a simpler system, and if we
can go ahead and broaden the
base, lower the rates, get rid of
many of the current deductions
and credits, we will have a much
more economically efficient sys-
tem which will increase our GDP
and our standard of living.”

Alice Rivlin, a visiting profes-
sor at the Public Policy Institute
in Georgetown University and a
senior fellow in the economic stud-
ies program at the Brookings
Institution, expressed a strong
opinion for what actually should
be done regarding the tax situa-
tion, stating, “I would look for a
move over the next several years
[of] higher taxes in the form of a
broad-based consumption tax. I
think we will start seriously
debating it, to reduce our reckless
borrowing to the future.” 

Duncan W. Richardson, senior
vice president and chief equity
investment officer of Eaton Vance
Management, as well as portfolio
manager of Eaton Vance Tax-
Managed Portfolio, made it clear
that with or without tax reform,
taxes were an important consid-
eration for investors. “Going for-
ward we think investors need to
be thinking about tax-manage-
ment, not only of capital gains
but of their income streams as
well.”

The dialogue was based on the
results and implications of Eaton
Vance’s sixth annual survey, a

detailed study of attitudes and
practices about investing. The poll
was conducted among 1,000 U.S.
residents who have invested in
both qualified retirement plans
and investments outside of quali-
fied retirement plans (stock
mutual funds, bond mutual funds,
individual stocks, individual
bonds, variable annuities and
money market funds). This study
was conducted by Penn, Schoen &
Berland Associates, Inc. for Eaton
Vance Corp. during the third week
of November 2004.

Eaton Vance Corp. is a
Boston-based investment man-
agement firm whose stock trades
on the New York Stock Exchange
under the symbol EV. Eaton
Vance and its affiliates manage
over $98 billion in assets as of
January 31, 2005, for more than
100 investment companies, as
well as individual and institu-
tional accounts, including those
of corporations, hospitals, retire-
ment plans, universities, founda-
tions and trusts.

Penn, Schoen & Berland Asso-
ciates, Inc. is a Washington, D.C.-
based full-service strategic polling
and market research firm.

Before investing in any Eaton
Vance Fund, prospective investors
should consider carefully the
Fund’s investment objectives,
risks, and charges and expenses.
The Fund’s current prospectus
contains this and other informa-
tion about the Fund and is avail-
able through your financial advi-
sor. Read the prospectus carefully
before you invest or send money.

Tax Reform Is Imminent, Experts Believe

(NAPSA)—To millions of com-
puter users worldwide, an out-
dated or malfunctioning computer
is no different than a broken
toaster; they simply toss it in the
trash and buy a new one. How-
ever, unlike a busted kitchen
appliance, a computer should not
be thrown away for two critical
reasons: it can lead to identity
theft and poison the environment. 

Protect The Environment 
Some pieces of hardware may

contain toxic materials. Much like
used motor oil or old paint, certain
computer parts must not be dis-
posed of in a public landfill in
order to prevent toxic substances
from leaching into the ground and
contaminating water supplies.
These components should be dis-
posed of properly by trained pro-
fessionals who participate in com-
puter recycling. 

Protect Your Identity 
The hard drive inside your com-

puter contains an extensive
amount of private information,
such as financial records, personal
e-mails, family photos and critical
documents. To prevent this data
from falling into the wrong
hands—which could lead to iden-
tity theft—it is imperative that you
delete it prior to selling, recycling
or disposing of your computer. 

To erase files in a safe, perma-
nent manner, you must do more
than delete them and empty the
Windows “recycle bin.” While
these actions may remove the
information from Windows, they
do not expunge the files from the
hard drive itself. The only ways
to ensure that your private files
are permanently erased are to
use special “shredder” software
programs. 

A word of caution: if your hard

drive is on the fritz or appears to
be “dead,” don’t assume that your
data is incapable of being
retrieved. A crafty thief could
rummage through your trash,
steal the malfunctioning hard
drive you threw out, then use spe-
cial hardware or software tools to
recover your data. Before throw-
ing away any hard drive that
appears to be inaccessible or
severely damaged, make certain
the drive is truly dead by physi-
cally smashing it several times
with a hammer or similar tool. 

Geeks On Call offers a variety
of on-site support services, includ-
ing troubleshooting, maintenance,
upgrades, networking and train-
ing/consulting for computer users
at their homes or businesses.
When virus and spyware issues
surface or other computer
headaches arise, the company’s
certif ied technicians deliver
prompt, expert PC service on-
site, including information on
safely erasing data.

To learn more, call 1-800-905-
GEEK or visit www.geeksoncall.
com. 

The Hidden Dangers Of Computer Disposal

Discarding your old computer
can put your personal informa-
tion and data at risk.

(NAPSA)—According to a
recent AP-America Online Poll,
41 percent of drivers say gas
prices are making them seriously
consider purchasing a more fuel-
efficient car, including hybrids.
The reason may be that hybrids
can go about five times farther on
a gallon of gas than traditional
gasoline-powered vehicles—which
at today’s prices means a savings
of hundreds of dollars a year at
the pump.

Buying directly from auto
insurance writers such as
Esurance may help you save
money because it cuts out the
middleman. An interactive Cov-
erage Counselor tool is available
at www.esurance.com. The site
also provides users with personal
coverage recommendations.




