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(NAPSA)—There’s a new con-
cept in education. Under the No
Child Left Behind Act, schools and
districts are required not only to
include students with disabilities
in state- and districtwide assess-
ments, but they also have to report
how these students are doing.

While there is still variability
in the percentage of students with
disabilities being tested, the aver-
age rate of participation in general
assessments is about 90 percent
according to 2001-2002 publicly
reported data, says Martha Thur-
low, professor and researcher at
the University of Minnesota.

The benefits of including stu-
dents with disabilities in standard-
ized assessments are the same as
those for giving non-disabled stu-
dents standardized tests—it is a
means by which schools can deter-
mine the effectiveness of their edu-
cational programs. Through stan-
dardized assessments, schools can
determine whether their special
education programs are providing
an effective education for students
with disabilities or whether they
need additional resources or pro-
fessional development to improve a
program. 

The Council for Exceptional
Children (CEC) has long sup-
ported including students with
disabilities in assessment and
accountability systems. To ensure
these students are assessed fairly,
CEC also states that:

• No single test score should
be used to make critical educa-
tional decisions for students
with disabilities;

• State determinations of ade-
quate yearly progress must address
the progress made on grade promo-

tions and graduation rates for stu-
dents with exceptionalities; and

• All students with disabilities
should be included when assess-
ment scores are publicly reported,
whether they participate with or
without accommodations or through
an alternate assessment.

“By including students with dis-
abilities in the accountability sys-
tem, we have a real opportunity to
ensure special education programs
are the best and students with dis-
abilities receive the education they
deserve,” says CEC President
Suzanne Martin. “It is a move in
the right direction to improve
accountability and provide quality
education for all children.”

The Council for Exceptional
Children is the largest profes-
sional association dedicated to
improving the educational success
of children with disabilities
and/or gifts and talents. To learn
more about effective educational
practices for all children, visit
www.cec.sped.org.

High Standards: A Move in the Right Direction

Standardized assessments help
ensure that children with disa-
bilities get the education they
deserve.

(NAPSA)—Do prints put on
pounds? Do shoes and handbags
have to match? If the label on a
garment says “dry-clean,” can you
wash it in the machine? 

The answers to these and other
pressing fashion questions are in
a new booklet, “Dispelling the
Myths About Fashion & Fabric
Care.” The booklet, written by
experts at Woolite Fashion
Forum™, is available free to con-
sumers who want the record set
straight on the most common
fashion and garment care fables.

Today, there are more options
and trends than ever before in
fashion. That’s one reason stylists
now say the key to looking great
and shopping smart is knowing
fact from fiction. Here is a sample
of a few myths uncovered in the
booklet:

• The little black dress always
makes you look slimmer—FALSE.
Black is generally flattering for
most women, but it is a myth that
it automatically makes you look
slimmer. Whether the dress is
black or hot pink, women need to
look for the right silhouette for
their body type. Dresses that skim
the body are most slenderizing.

• Suede and leather can never
be machine washed—FALSE.
With the help of new fabric tech-
nology, some leather and suede
fashions can be washed in the
washing machine with a gentle
detergent such as Woolite® Fabric
Wash. Be sure to check the care
label to see if your leather can
take a spin in the gentle cycle of
your machine.

• Never wear white before
Memorial Day or after Labor
Day—FALSE. This is a long-

standing myth that has changed
from true to false due to recent
fashion trends. No longer is the
flattering white suit just for the
summer months. If you are going
to wear white in winter, think of
the fabric first—wool flannel or
silk are more appropriate for the
cooler seasons.

For a free copy of “Dispelling
the Myths About  Fashion &
Fabric Care,” write to Woolite®

Myths Booklet, P.O. Box 1283,
Grand Rapids, MN 55745-1283.

Dispelling Common Fashion Myths

A new booklet debunks a number
of fashion myths.

Paging Mr. Claus
(NAPSA)—Every Christmas,

millions of children ask, “How will
Santa know to come to my house?”

Easing children’s minds about
Santa knowing where to find them
is an important job for any loved
one. A new toy, introduced this
year, puts an end to worrisome
Santa questions—and may even
help start a new family tradition.

The Santa Beacon—a quality,
battery-operated, red, white and
green, illuminated toy signaling
device the size of your palm—
shows Santa and his reindeer
exactly where each child is spend-
ing Christmas and makes their
job a whole lot easier. Children
are given the Santa Beacon on or
before Christmas Eve. They hang
it on any door or attach it to a
window with a magnet, suction
cup or lanyard and sleep well
knowing Santa won’t miss them.

Designed for children under 8
years old and the young at heart,
the Santa Beacon comes wrapped
in a holiday tin and also includes
cookies for Santa and candy for
his reindeer.

Visit www.santabeacons.com or
call (540) 953-2960 for more infor-
mation about the Santa Beacon toy
or Santa’s travels this year.

Children can now signal Santa,
no matter where they’re spending
Christmas.

(NAPSA)—From man-made to
natural, economical to expensive,
stunningly beautiful to plain,
carefree to high maintenance, the
bathroom renovation market
offers an amazing array of vanity
top surface options. So how do you
choose the top that’s right for you? 

Remembering that your bath
vanity top takes a lot of wear and
tear and is the focal point of your
bathroom, consider the following
vanity top surface options: 

• Cultured Marble. Affordable
and readily available, cultured
marble has long been used as a
surface option in the bath. While
cultured marble is an attractive
surface, it is also easily scratched
and scrubbing can wear away the
surface coat or cause dull spots to
appear. 

• Ceramic Tile. Homeowners
have used tile in the bath for
decades for vanity tops and show-
ers. While appreciated for its
durability, tile is disliked for its
difficult-to-clean grout lines. If
you’re willing to commit to regular
cleaning, tile is still a good option,
with colors and designs for every
décor and budget.

• Solid Surface. With a broad
color palette and durability that
guarantees a lifetime of use, solid
surface has gained widespread
popularity. Solid surface offers
consistent color and simple daily
maintenance and is lighter and
easier to work with than natural
stone, meaning fewer hours of
work in your bathroom renovation. 

• Granite. Long used for top-of-
the-line baths, granite is a luxuri-
ous surface option for the home-
owner with a big renovation

budget. While granite is elegant
and durable, it is also porous and
must be resealed regularly to pre-
vent staining. Because granite is a
natural material, colors are limited
to the hues created by Mother
Nature.  

• Engineered Quartz. For the
high-end look of granite but with-
out the maintenance, consider an
engineered quartz vanity top.
Made from natural quartz, pig-
ments and plastic resins, this sur-
face is the strongest natural stone
on the market, resilient to cracks,
scratches and stains, virtually
maintenance free and available in
vibrant color collections.

One such line is the Transolid
Natural Quartz collection, offered
in 10 designer colors and available
at many fine bath and kitchen
stores and Lowe’s Stores nation-
wide. Visit www.transolid.com to
design your own natural quartz
vanity top and view color options.

Bathroom Vanity Top Surface Options Growing

Whether your renovations are
guided by style or budget, there
is a vanity top surface option to
meet your needs.

(NAPSA)—Many people con-
sider their car or truck to be their
pride and joy. Others consider the
vehicle to be an essential part of
their lives, whether it’s for home
or for work. The reality is, vehi-
cles have become an essential part
of our lives. Unfortunately, we do
not always take the necessary
steps to protect this valuable
asset.

In the U.S., a car or truck is
stolen every 25 seconds—that
equates to over 1,200,000 vehicles
stolen every year. No vehicle will
ever be 100 percent theft-proof,
and discouraging thieves is not an
easy task. But a thief ’s biggest
enemy is time; the more time the
thief has to spend attempting to
steal a vehicle, the greater the
chance of getting caught.

Simplicity is the key to theft
prevention. Here are some helpful
tips to help keep your vehicle in
your hands:

• Always lock your car and
pocket the keys.

• Never leave your car running
while unattended.

• Park in well-lit, high-traffic
areas.

• Completely close all win-
dows, including the sunroof.

• If you have a garage, use it
and lock it.

• Park with your wheels
turned to the curb.

• If your vehicle is rear-wheel
drive, back into your driveway.

• Activate your vehicle’s secu-
rity system. 

Following these simple proce-
dures will help protect your vehi-

cle. Unfortunately, thieves may
not realize that your vehicle is
equipped with an alarm or engine
“kill switch” until after they have
entered the vehicle. The result is
damaged door locks, broken win-
dows and even stolen personal
property. The best deterrence to
prevent this from happening is a
visual deterrence. The presence of
The Club is an effective tool that
stops the thief from even consider-
ing breaking into your vehicle. 

The Club is the original,
patented, vehicle steering wheel
lock and the best-selling mechani-
cal anti-theft device for cars and
trucks. It provides affordable
automotive security, and its high
visibility deters thieves from even
attempting to steal your vehicle—
stopping them before they can get
started. Police say this is the best
way to stop thieves from stealing
your car or truck. The device is
highly durable—made of cromoly
steel, it resists sawing, prying,
hammering and freon gas. 

For more tips on how to protect
your vehicle and to learn more
about where to purchase The

Tips On Keeping Your Vehicle Safe

A visual deterrent can be the
best way to prevent your car from
being broken into.

***
More people should learn to tell
their dollars where to go instead
of asking them where they went.

—Roger W. Babson
***

***
The more you learn what to do
with yourself, and the more you
do for others, the more you will
learn to enjoy the abundant life.

—William J.H. Boetcker
***

***
It requires a great deal of bold-
ness and a great deal of caution
to make a great fortune, and
when you have got it, it requires
ten times as much wit to keep it.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***




