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(NAPSA)—What if someone told
you that, each year, your family pays
$200 to $300 more than necessary
for insurance—all because insurance
fraud is so rampant? Would you be
mad enough to do something about
it? You should be.

Auto insurance rates are based
on each company’s expected cost of
doing business, which includes the
cost of paying claims—including
fraudulent ones. And fraudulent
claims only drive up the cost of
insurance for all consumers.

According to a recent study con-
ducted by Roper/ASW for the
Insurance Resource Council, one-
third of Americans believe it’s okay
to exaggerate insurance claims to
make up for a policy deductible.
And, one in five respondents
agreed that it is acceptable to
increase the amount of a claim to
make up for insurance premiums
paid when no claim was made.

“Consumers should be outraged
by insurance fraud because accord-
ing to the National Insurance
Crime Bureau (NICB), people
involved in fraud are stealing more
than $30 billion a year from orga-
nizations and the American pub-
lic,” said Ray Albertini, director of
special investigations for the Pro-
gressive group of insurance compa-
nies, the country’s third largest
auto insurer. “People need to be
aware of fraud, be willing to report
it when they suspect it and be will-
ing to get involved to stop it.”

If you don’t think you can do
something about insurance fraud,
think again. If you know someone
who is committing insurance
fraud, call the NICB at 1-800-
TEL-NICB (1-800-835-6422).
Callers can remain anonymous
when providing information.

“Insurance companies like Pro-
gressive aggressively fight fraud

and prosecute those involved,
helping to drive those costs out of
the system,” Albertini said. “But
we need everyone’s help.”

The Progressive group of insur-
ance companies is committed to
fighting auto insurance fraud and
employs a team of special investi-
gators throughout the country
that regularly work with law
enforcement agencies, the NCIB,
each state’s Department of Insur-
ance and other authorities as
needed, to help combat auto theft
and auto insurance fraud, which
in turn helps keep insurance rates
down for all consumers.

“We want to send a clear mes-
sage that Progressive aggressively
investigates and prosecutes people
who commit fraud, and works to
root out this kind of criminal
behavior. People who steal and
commit fraud drive up the cost of
auto insurance for everyone, and
we stand strongly behind protect-
ing people’s property and working
to keep the cost of auto insurance
down,” said Albertini.

For more information, visit
www.progressive.com.

Fighting Fraud Helps Keep Premiums Down

The high cost of auto insurance
is, in part, fueled by the need to
pay for fraudulent claims.

Automakers Drive
Economy On Many Levels

(NAPSA)—While the automo-
bile industry continues to be
America’s largest manufacturing
industry, the majority of those
jobs are in supplier and related
industries, with total auto indus-
try and related employment
numbering 13.3 million, a new
Center for Automotive Research
study shows. About 6.6 million
jobs are connected to automotive
manufacturing and new vehicle
sales, generating more than $240
billion in annual private sector
compensation. 

“When you look under the hood
of today’s automobile, you’ll see
goods from America’s greatest
industries across the country,”
said Auto Alliance president and
CEO Josephine S. Cooper. “These
include textiles from the South-
east, computer chips from Cali-
fornia, aluminum manufactured
in Iowa, and air bags produced in
Arizona.”

For more information visit
www.autoalliance.org.

Automobiles are responsible for
one out of every 10 jobs in the U.S.

(NAPSA)—Getting through
crowded airports during busy holi-
day travel has never been easier,
thanks to enhanced technology.
Many carriers offer convenient
alternatives for passengers to
check in for flights and avoid
ticket counter lines. You may be
able to save time on your next
flight when you use one of these
easy check-in options:

• Online Check-In. Several
airlines allow passengers to check
in and print boarding passes from
the convenience of their home,
office or anywhere with Internet
access and a printer. American
Airlines has extended its online
Flight Check-In window to 30
hours prior to departure, giving
customers one less thing to worry
about on the day of their trip.
Travelers can select seats and
request certain upgrades online,
allowing them to bypass airport
check-in altogether. Passengers
needing to check luggage can use
Curbside Check-In.

• Self-Service Check-In.
American Airlines customers can
take advantage of more than 700
automated Self-Service Check-In
machines found in more than 85
airports nationwide. The ma-
chines, located near ticket coun-
ters and identifiable by yellow
arrows, allow travelers to select
seats, request certain upgrades,
check bags and print boarding
passes—all in a matter of minutes.  

• Curbside Check-In. If you
have several bags or are in a
hurry this holiday season, Curb-
side Check-In is a convenient
alternative. You can check luggage
and receive a boarding pass before
you even enter the airport.

The American Airlines Web
site, AA.com, offers the following
tips for holiday travel planning:

• Book Online. Travelers can
save time and money by making
air, car and hotel reservations
online. AAdvantage members can
receive up to 1,000 bonus miles
and pay no booking fees this way. 

• Flight Status Notification.
Many travelers use the flight sta-
tus notification function offered on
several airline Web sites, which
alerts you to gate, flight time and
baggage claim updates on any
enabled phone, pager or PDA.
Flight status notification is a
great way for you—or the individ-
ual picking you up—to stay
informed about a flight.  

• Arrive Early. Anticipate pos-
sible slowdowns caused by heavy
traffic, weather and busy airport
parking lots. Travelers must check
in at least thirty minutes prior to
departure for domestic flights and
one hour prior for international
flights, so any additional obstacles
will require extra time.

This holiday season, you can
simplify your travel experience
with a one-stop resource to find
low fares, book air travel, cars and
hotels, check gates and flight
times, and check in for flights.
For more about online travel plan-
ning or to book a trip, log on to
www.aa.com.

Airport Tips

(NAPSA)—Finding the ideal
stocking stuffer can be quite the
challenge. Fortunately for technol-
ogy lovers, there are many choices
this season. From security devices
to mobile accessories, technology
gadgets are a perfect fit in this
year’s holiday stocking. 

Give the gift of security and
convenience! The Secure Touch
Optical Mouse provides unprece-
dented security by protecting
information saved on the com-
puter. Available for under $100
from Fellowes, Inc., a global
leader in mobile, computer and
consumer electronic accessories,
the mouse uses advanced biomet-
ric technology allowing finger-
prints to be read and eliminating
the need to remember passwords.  

Satellite radio, a subscriber-
based service with up to 100 radio
channels of uninterrupted, near
CD-quality music, is the latest in
radio technology and sure to be a
hot item this holiday. Body Glove®

offers a protective case for XM
SKYFI™ satellite radio receivers
that’s a perfect stocking stuffer for
new subscribers. The case is under
$10 and features a Velcro closure.

Finally, there’s the Mobile
Proximity Alarm, also from Fel-
lowes. This portable security
system sounds an alarm if  a
mobile device is left behind or
being stolen. The slim, light-
weight device easily fits in a
stocking and is available for
under $30.  

For more information on gad-
gets for the stocking, or other
computer accessory solutions, visit
www.fellowes.com. 

Stocking Stuffers For Gadget Lovers

Gadgets are a perfect fit in the
tech lovers holiday stocking.

***
Small obligations, given habitually, are what preserve the heart
and secure comfort.

—William Davy
***

***
Our bravest and best lessons are not learned through success, but
through misadventure.

—Amos Bronson Alcott
***

***
Not many sounds in life, and I include all urban and rural sounds,
exceed in interest a knock at the door.

—Charles Lamb
***

***
Ability is of little account with-
out opportunity.

—Napoleon Bonaparte
***

***
When you drink the water,
remember the spring.

—Chinese proverb
***

***
God is subtle, but He is not mali-
cious.

—Albert Einstein
***




