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(NAPSA)—Parents can add to
a child’s understanding of and
success in math by using concepts
found in everyday life. 

Many basic math concepts that
children learn in school are rein-
forced through everyday experi-
ences at home, in the grocery
store and in the car. Helping your
child gain an understanding of
math and a sense that math is
enjoyable will help him or her
develop the skills needed for a
successful life.

Here are some tips to get your
kids excited about math:

1. Choose toys and games that
reinforce important math skills.
For example, card games and
board games broaden a child’s
thought processes to include logic,
reasoning, prediction and problem
solving as well as addition and
subtraction. 

2. Make math a part of daily
activities around the house. For
example, ask your child to assist
you in preparing dinner. Measur-
ing ingredients to match a recipe
can teach kids comparisons, mea-
surement, volume, estimation,
whole numbers and fractions. 

3. Use interactive technology to
make learning math more enjoy-
able and rewarding. For example,
Scholastic has introduced a new
software series, Math Missions,
designed to help children practice
real-world math challenges, like
sizes and weights, in a fun setting. 

The two CD-ROMs—Math Mis-
sions: The Race to Spectacle City
Arcade (Grades K-2) and Math
Missions: The Amazing Arcade
Adventure (Grades 3-5)—each
contain three complete grade lev-
els of math curriculum. 

4. Practice math over weekends
and school vacations using every-

day activities. Bring your children
to the store and ask them to solve
real-life problems. For example, if
yogurt is on sale at four containers
for a dollar, ask your child how
many containers three dollars will
buy. 

5. Incorporate math into things
kids love. Watch a baseball game
with your child and discuss the con-
cept of batting averages. Ask him
or her what it means when a player
is batting at .300 and use equations
to determine how the batting aver-
age increases or decreases after
each pitch and game.

From sports statistics to the
prices in stores to the amount of
gas needed for a road trip, math is
a very important tool in daily life.
Encourage your child to use these
skills every day. When parents get
into the equation, each day is an
opportunity to make math fun.

Fun Is An Important Part Of The Math Equation

Parents can help strengthen
children’s understanding of math
in some surprisingly simple ways.

(NAPSA)—Approximately 40
percent of homes in the United
States contain one or more
firearms. If not handled and
stored carefully, they can cause
serious injury or kill a member of
the household. In fact, having a
gun in your home increases the
odds that you will die from a gun-
shot wound, compared to people
who do not keep guns in their
home, according to a study in the
June 2003 Annals of Emergency
Medicine. 

Approximately 1,500 children,
ages 14 and under, are treated
annually in hospital emergency
rooms for unintentional firearm-
related injuries. Most uninten-
tional firearm-related deaths
among children occur in or around
a home; half of these shootings
occur at the home of the victim,
and about 40 percent at the home
of a friend or relative. 

The American College of Emer-
gency Physicians strongly urges
families to carefully consider their
reasons for keeping a firearm,
especially a handgun, in the
home. If you choose to keep a gun
in your home, ACEP suggests you
consider one with proper safety
features such as a loaded chamber
indicator, a grip safety, a maga-
zine safety and a drop safety (fir-
ing pin block). 

“Unfortunately, it is very diffi-
cult to find handguns that incor-
porate several safety devices,”
said Dr. Arthur Kellermann, of
the American College of Emer-
gency Physicians. “Many hand-
guns sold or imported into the
United States lack basic safety
features. If we can design safer
cars and sell child-resistant
aspirin bottles, we should be able
to design and sell safer hand-
guns. It’s a matter of common
sense.” 

When a gun is kept in the

home, ACEP recommends you
take the following precautions: 

• Complete an educational pro-
gram on gun safety, such as the
program offered by the National
Safety Council.

• If you own firearms, carefully
consider where you keep them. 

• When storing a gun, make
sure it is placed unloaded in a
secure lockbox or gun safe.

• Store ammunition in a differ-
ent place than where the gun is
stored. 

• If you don’t own a lock box,
keep a gunlock on the gun. 

• Never handle a gun when
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs. 

• Teach children never to touch
a firearm and to immediately tell
an adult if they find a gun. 

• Know where your firearms
are at all times.

“Guns are the second leading
cause of fatal injury in the U.S.,”
said Dr. Kellermann. “The toll of
firearm injuries extends well
beyond the victims themselves, to
their families, and to society,
which pays the high costs associ-
ated with these tragedies.” 

For further information on
health and safety topics, visit us
at www.ACEP.org.

Guns In The Home? Consider The Risks

Most unintentional firearm-
related deaths among children
occur in and around the home.

So You Want To Make Some
Money?: “REAL” Real Estate

Books for REAL Moneymakers
(NAPSA)—A pair of entertain-

ing, easy-to-understand books on
profiting from real estate have
landed a lot of interest. 

They’re part of  the Make
Money series by real estate
investor and author Gary W.
Eldred, Ph.D. Dr. Eldred shows
how to profit from what he calls
the safest, most reliable wealth
builder in the world. 

In Dr. Eldred’s Make Money With
Fixer-Uppers And Renovations book,

(Wiley, $19.95) he
shows you how to
buy properties at
bargain prices,
add thousands of
dollars to their
value by making
some creative im-
provements and
sell or rent them
for high profits. 

Another easy-to-follow guide to
success in real estate is Dr. Eldred’s
new book Make Money With Small
Income Properties, (Wiley, $19.95)
which shows you step-by-step how
to buy and manage some multi-unit

rental proper-
ties. His expert
guidance shows
how to boost
property values
and increase
rent collections
through effective
and friendly
m a n a g e m e n t
(Rule #1: Never

think of yourself as a landlord). He
also explains how to pick the right
neighborhoods, accurately price
properties and build equity fast.

You can find these and other
books in the series at local stores
or online at www.wiley.com.

(NAPSA)—The last thing a
motorist wants to hear is the
sound of an engine grinding to a
halt. Yet, more than 20 percent of
all consumers neglect key parts
like belts and hoses,  placing
their cars in danger for major
repairs. 

When it comes to keeping your
car in fine running shape, preven-
tion is key. The parts that cause
your car to die suddenly and
strand you are things like belts,
hoses, fuel pumps, water pumps
and alternators, among other
things. 

A timing belt failure, for exam-
ple, can be a serious problem, not
only because it strands the
motorist, but also because of the
engine damage it can cause. Tim-
ing belts synchronize the critical
rotation of the camshaft and
crankshaft. On some engines, the
belt also drives other components
such as the oil pump, water pump,
and balance shafts. If the timing
belt breaks, everything in your
engine stops dead. On many
engines, timing belt failures may
result in bent valves, damaged
pistons and a very expensive
repair bill. 

As a general rule, most car
manufacturers recommend replac-
ing timing belts every 60,000
miles. Independent technicians
agree, but to be safe, they also rec-
ommend replacing timing system
idlers and pulleys, which may
have a shorter operational life
than the belt. Because some water
pumps are driven by the timing

belt, these two items should be
replaced at the same time. 

Does your car have a timing
belt and could your engine suffer
major damage if it breaks? Your
local ASE certified technician in
the NAPA AutoCare Network can
answer that question quickly. The
nation’s largest independent auto-
motive service and repair net-
work, the NAPA AutoCare pro-
gram has some 12,000 service
dealers around the country. For 75
years, NAPA has been the recog-
nized quality leader in the auto
parts and repair business. 

To find the NAPA AutoCare
Center near you, call 1-800-LET-
NAPA or log on to www.NAPA
online.com.

Is Your Car In Jeopardy Of A Major Breakdown?

Preventative maintenance on
your car’s timing belt can help
you avoid a major breakdown.

(NAPSA)—It is important to
be alert and recognize the danger
signs of brake problems.Warning
signs include an illuminated
brake warning light, brake grab-
bing, low pedal feel, vibration,
hard pedal feel and squealing,
say experts at the Car Care
Council. As part of the “Be Car
Care Aware” education cam-
paign, the Car Care Council is
also offering a free service inter-
val schedule to help take the
guesswork out of what vehicle
systems need to be routinely
inspected and when service or
repair should be performed. The
schedule can be obtained for free
at www.carcare.org.

The abrasive nature of many
traditional brake pads against
the rotor may cause squealing.
Low quality rotors could be the
noise culprit, as well. Neither of
these situations is ideal, but the
resulting noise is more annoying
than anything else. Groaning
noises also can be caused by low
quality or abrasive brake pads.
Squealing and groaning can both
be minimized by installing pre-
mium brake system components.
You may want to have your
installer use the same type of
pad fitted as original equipment
or an upgrade pad. Ultra-pre-
mium ceramic pads, such as Ake-

bono’s ProACT brand, are now
available for virtually all domes-
tic,  Japanese and European
models.

More affordable housing may
soon be a reality on Native Ameri-
can reservations. In an effort to
provide this housing, Rep. Rick
Renzi (R-AZ) and officials from
the Federal Home Loan Bank of
San Francisco (FHLBSF) recently
met with leaders from the White
Mountain Apache and Navajo
nations. The meeting at the Pine-
top, Ariz. reservation was hosted
by the FHLBSF and included the
Arizona Department of Housing.
It focused on ways the bank could
qualify housing projects on the
reservation for its Affordable
Housing Program. For more infor-
mation, visit www.fhlbsf.com.

***
Emancipate yourselves from
mental slavery. None but our-
selves can free our minds.

—Bob Marley
***

***
Genius is an infinite capacity
for taking life by the scruff of
the neck.

—Katharine Hepburn
***

***
A home-made friend wears
longer than one you buy in the
market.

—Austin O’Malley
***




