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(NAPSA)—How often have you
had your film developed only to be
disappointed that the photos
weren’t “picture perfect?” You’re
not alone. According to a recent
survey, commissioned by Hewlett-
Packard, two out of three Ameri-
cans acknowledge that they are
unhappy with the outcome of their
rolls of film. 

The survey also found that 84
percent of Americans are aggra-
vated by problems commonly
associated with traditional film
photography, such as red eye, out-
of-focus/poorly framed photos,
and running out of film.

With advances in digital pho-
tography, these frustrations can be
virtually eliminated. No more cut-
ting off dad’s head or thinking you
captured that “magic moment” at
your child’s first birthday—only to
find that you forgot to load the
film. Digital imaging gives you
complete control over the outcome
of your photos because you can
view, edit, re-shoot and delete
images as you are taking them.

Today, digital cameras and
printers are more affordable and
easier-to-use than ever. In fact,
with products from HP’s new digi-
tal imaging line, you can set up
your own photo lab at home for
under $400. The new HP Photos-
mart 318 digital camera and Pho-
tosmart 100 photo printer allow
you to instantly capture, share
and print images. There are also
enhanced photo papers that
achieve high-quality, long-lasting
prints that have the same look
and feel of traditional prints.

Purchasing a digital camera
can be intimidating. Julie Adair
King, author of Digital Photogra-
phy for Dummies, offers the fol-
lowing tips for choosing a digital
camera that fits your lifestyle and
budget:

• Find a good physical “fit.”
Take a few test shots and evaluate
how comfortable the camera feels
in your hands and that the con-
trols are easy to manipulate. 

• Megapixel madness! The
greater number of megapixels, the
higher the resolution and quality.
One-megapixel digital cameras

produce great snapshots and 5x7-
inch prints. Two-megapixel cam-
eras generate quality 8x10-inch
prints. Three- or four-megapixel
cameras create high-quality prints
at even larger sizes. 

• Photo-enthusiast or casual
photographer? For serious photo-
enthusiasts, look for advanced fea-
tures such as manual focus, optical
zoom, exposure control and the
ability to use accessory lenses and
filters. Casual photographers may
want a digital camera with fewer
features (and lower cost).

• Removable memory. Most
cameras store images on remov-
able memory cards, such as Com-
pactFlash or Smart Media cards.
When the memory card is full,
either delete unwanted photos or
simply pop in another and con-
tinue shooting. You can also take
advantage of new printers, like
the HP Photosmart 100 or 1315
photo printers that print photos
directly from memory cards.

• Don’t forget the batteries!
Digital cameras need lots of juice.
To reduce the cost of taking pic-
tures, look for a model that uses
rechargeable batteries.

For additional purchasing tips
and information regarding digital
photography products, visit the
Web site at www.hpshopping.com.

Say Cheese! Tips On Buying A Digital Camera

New printers and cameras that
accept memory cards allow com-
puter-free printing...so you can
share pictures of your new baby
immediately.

Winter Driving Tips
(NAPSA)—Snow, ice, hail and

freezing rain can make driving
conditions treacherous.

“Preparation and cautious dri-
ving could make the difference
between a safe trip and serious
trouble,” said Mary Kimbro, of the
CertifiedFirst™ Network.

Here are some winter driving
safety tips:

• Clear all ice and snow from
windows, mirrors and lights
before driving.

• Reduce speed during snowy
and icy conditions and use extra
care on bridges, curves, intersec-
tions and hills.

• Maintain a safe following
distance behind snowplows. If you
must pass, use particular caution.

• Always maintain at least a
half tank of gas during the winter
season. 

• If you must travel during
snowy and icy conditions, budget
extra travel time and keep
updated on road and weather con-
ditions through local news media.

• Keep an emergency kit with
items like flares, rock salt, a tow
strap and a blanket in your trunk.

For more information, visit
www.certifiedfirst.com. 

The CertifiedFirst Network is
made up of auto body repair shops
meeting high industry standards
of customer satisfaction and facil-
ity quality.

I f  you must  t ravel  dur ing
snowy and icy conditions, budget
extra travel time.

(NAPSA)—With the start of the
new year, millions resolve to
improve the everyday things of
life. You may not know that you
can streamline the conventional
process of paying bills: sorting
bills, writing checks, buying
stamps, licking envelopes, making
the trek to the mailbox and some-
times paying late fees.

Waiting for your bills to arrive
in the mail, then opening each
envelope to see how much the bill
is for and when it is due can also
be a tedious and time-consuming
chore—except for those who have
already discovered electronic bill
payment and presentment ser-
vices. Receiving and paying bills
online, including common monthly
expenses such as cable and tele-
phone bills, has never been easier.
By signing up for the secure, elec-
tronic bill payment and present-
ment services of a local financial
institution or other service pro-
vider, consumers streamline the
monthly chores of reconciling bills
and expenses.

It’s easy to see why electronic
bill payment and presentment
services are gaining popularity
and piquing the curiosity of the
consumer seeking a simplified bill
payment process. The advantages
of online bill-presentment solu-
tions at your fingertips offers con-
venience and flexibility 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. No more
waiting for the statements to
arrive in the mail.

Once logged on using your indi-
vidually-selected ID and pass-
word, access to the electronic bill
payment and presentment service
is granted. Depending on the level
of service available through your
financial service provider, you can
view the bills that have arrived
and when they are due. In addi-
tion, some services provide a
record of when past bills have
been paid or the added conve-
nience of setting up automatic

monthly payments for common
recurring bills, like insurance pre-
miums. The pre-authorized pay-
ment amount is determined by the
consumer and can be a fixed 
dollar amount in a quarterly,
monthly or weekly time frame, or
it can fluctuate like a phone bill.
The service is flexible and the
choice is yours; any user can stop
automatic payments at any time
or employ this bill-payment
method indefinitely.

Recent research indicates the
average U.S. resident receives, on
average, 12 bills each month, for a
total of 21 billion bills nationwide
each year. It’s also estimated that
about 90 million households use
the Internet in some form, making
it possible for most consumers to
access the benefits of electronic
bill payment and presentment.

To learn more about electronic
bill payment and presentation
services, ask for additional de-
tails at a bank or financial insti-
tution. Account fees may apply in
certain instances. A new, free
brochure about online bill-
payment and bill-presentation
services is also available from
MasterCard by sending an e-mail
to billsonline@mastercard.com.

Financial Tip Of The Day:
Viewing And Paying Bills Online

An increasing number of
Americans are eyeing the conve-
nience of paying bills online.

(NAPSA)—A new commemora-
tive stamp has been created to
honor the volunteering spirit of
our nation.

Called “Mentoring a Child,” the
stamp recognizes the contribution
made by America’s mentors.

According to the National Men-
toring Partnership, a mentor is an
adult who provides support, coun-
sel, friendship, reinforcement and
constructive examples for young
people. Mentors are good listen-
ers, people who care, people who
want to help bring out the
strengths that young people will
need to succeed in the future.

Richard J. Strasser, chief finan-
cial officer and executive vice pres-
ident of the Postal Service said,
“We are very proud of the Mentor-
ing stamp. The best way to pre-
pare the new generation of leaders
is for the current generation to
guide, advise and develop them.”

Strasser believes raising public
awareness of mentoring will let
the Postal Service help make a
positive difference in the lives of
thousands of young people.

Designed by Lance Hidy, the
34-cent, self-adhesive stamp fea-
tures computer-generated artwork
that depicts an adult offering

guidance to a child. Derry Noyes
of Washington, D.C. was the art
director 

To view the stamp, visit the
U.S. Postal Service Web site at
www.usps.com. For a free catalog,
call 1-800-Stamp 24.

With headquarters in Alexan-
dria, VA, the National Mentoring
Partnership is an advocate for the
expansion of mentoring and pro-
vides assistance to any individual
or organization wanting to devel-
op, operate or volunteer in a men-
toring program.

For more information on men-
toring, visit The National Mentoring
Partnership at www.mentoring.org.

New Stamp Honors America’s Mentors

The “Mentoring a Child Stamp”
continues the U.S. Postal Service’s
tradition of raising awareness of
social issues.

(NAPSA)—The Orlando/ Orange
County Convention & Visitors
Bureau, Inc. (Orlando CVB) has
rolled out the “Magical Orlando
Getaways” program, where the pur-
chase of a minimum two-night stay
gets travelers one additional night,
free. More than 75 hotels are par-
ticipating in this program, offering
rates beginning at $35 per night.
The program is available through
Dec. 20, 2001. For more informa-
tion, visit the Orlando CVB Web site
at orlandoinfo.com/getaways, or call
800-551-0181.

A healthier family may start
before conception, with both parents
eating well and taking supplements
to be sure they have all the nutri-
ents they need. An increasing num-
ber of men take a nutritional sup-
plement called Proxeed to potentially
improve sperm motility and count,
both of which contribute to a man’s
ability to successfully father a child.
For more information, visit
www.proxeed.com or call toll-free 1-
888-PROXEED (776-9333).

Enjoy creating recipes? Enter
the “Crunchy Creations” contest!
Create an original recipe using at
least 11⁄3 cups of French’s Taste
Toppers french fried onions. Send
it to “Crunchy Creations,” 546
Valley Rd., Upper Montclair, NJ
07043. Deadline is January 15,
2002. The Grand Prize winner
receives a gift check for $500 to be
used at any kitchen supply store.
Ten runners-up receive gift checks
for $25.

The first automobile race in
the United States was held in Illi-
nois in 1895. The track ran from
Chicago to Evanston, with the
winner averaging 7.5 miles per
hour.

Elvis Presley earned only
three Grammys, all in the Gospel
category. His second gospel
album, How Great Thou Art
earned him his first Grammy
award.




