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(NAPSA)—The solution to a big
problem in America’s schools may
be as simple as opening a book-at
home. 

The problem is poor reading
skills. According to the U.S.
Department of Education, about
40 percent of fourth graders are
unable to read a paragraph from a
basic children’s book. 

Experts believe one solution is
reading aloud to children at home.
Reading aloud as a family can
help build reading skills and
develop an appreciation for books.
And it doesn’t just apply to young
children. 

“There is a growing movement
today to encourage reading aloud
to children of all ages, as an activ-
ity the whole family can enjoy
together,” said Eunice Ellis, direc-
tor of Pizza Hut’s BOOK IT! read-
ing incentive program and a for-
mer educator. 

Many parents are aware that
reading aloud is important to pre-
readers and beginning readers.
But most people find it surprising
that reading aloud is beneficial
into the middle-school grades,
because children’s reading skills
don’t catch up to their listening
skills until about the eighth
grade. 

A new Pizza Hut-sponsored
program, BOOK IT! Families, pro-
vides parents with read-aloud tips
and resources, including a list of
suggested books. Here ’s some
advice from the experts at BOOK
IT!:

• Schedule brief, daily reading
sessions—just 15 to 20 minutes a
day.

• Vary the material. Along
with books, consider newspaper
and magazine essays and articles.

• Remember that younger chil-
dren can listen to and appreciate
material that’s more advanced
than what they are able to read on
their own.

• Encourage family discussion
and ask questions.

• Read stories geared to family
interests. If your family is plan-
ning to take a trip, read about the
place you’ll be visiting. 

• Have fun! Reading aloud is a
great way for busy families to
spend quality time together.

Since BOOK IT! was created in
1985, Pizza Hut has given away
free pizza certificates totaling
$178 million to schoolchildren
across the country as a reward for
accomplishing their reading goals.
Tips on starting a family routine
of reading aloud can be found at
www.bookitprogram.com.

Reading Aloud Benefits Older Children Too

Reading aloud is a valuable
activity the whole family can
enjoy together.

Acrylic Picture Frames
Measure Up

(NAPSA)—A growing number
of homeowners are thinking
acrylic when looking to protect and
increase the value of their framed
art. 

The trend comes as professional
framers are finding that materials
like ACRYLITE® acrylic sheet allow
them to provide customers with
high optical clarity and protection
against fading.

Why the new interest in acrylic
sheet? 

Aside from being half  the
weight of glass—which makes it
excellent for large or oversized
pieces of art—ACRYLITE sheet is
also shatter-resistant and pro-
tects against scratches. It’s con-
sidered a safe alternative to
glass, especially for homes with
small children.

What’s more, ACRYLITE sheet
comes in different grades to meet
specific needs. ACRYLITE® FF-3
acrylic sheet is manufactured to
provide the highest optical clarity
available for acrylic framing.
Another grade for conservation
framing,  AC RY L I T E ® AR-OP-3
acrylic sheet, filters out 98 per-
cent of harmful UV light that can
cause artwork to deteriorate,
while providing a chemical and
abrasion resistant coating.

More information is available
by calling 800-631-5384 or e-mail-
ing framewithacrylite@cyro.com
and requesting “D-tips.”

CLEAR THINKING—When fram-
ing pictures, more homeowners are
thinking acrylic.

(NAPSA)—In the wake of
recent major national tire recalls,
people are beginning to realize the
importance of tire safety and truly
understanding the condition of
their vehicles. Even with the enor-
mous media exposure, still this
issue hasn’t reached everyone.
Statistics show that more than
two million people have yet to get
their recalled tires replaced—a
dangerous game to be playing.

According to Mitchell G. Lei-
bovitz, chairman, CEO and presi-
dent of Pep Boys, a leading auto-
motive aftermarket retail and
service chain, and one of the
nation ’s largest tire retailers,
“Families need to feel safe and
protected when they get into their
vehicles, so whether or not their
tires are the subject of a recall, it’s
vital that everyone check the con-
dition of their tires and keep them
in top shape.”

Pep Boys certified technicians
say this can be done in a few sim-
ple steps either at home or by a
trusted professional. The three
things to look for are proper infla-
tion, even tread wear and protrud-
ing objects or punctures. 

Proper Inflation—When
your tires are cold, use a tire
pressure gauge to measure the
pressure on all  four tires.  It
should read the same as the cor-
rect PSI printed on the tire wall.
If you don ’t know how to read
that,  ask a Pep Boys service
technician to help. They’ll also
help inflate or deflate your tires
to the correct pressure level.

Tread Wear—Look at both the
inside and outside edges of each
tire to check for uneven tread
wear. If your tires are worn more
on one side than the other, you
should have an expert look to see
if a tire alignment or possible rota-
tion is needed. Also be sure to
check the tread depth. When it has
worn down to 1/16 of an inch, it’s
time for a new set of tires, because
you’ll soon be driving on smooth
rubber, which is dangerous.

Protruding Objects or Punc-
tures—Glass, rocks or bits of metal
can get caught between tire treads
and eventually work their way
deeper into the tire, potentially
causing air loss. Anything punctur-
ing the tire should be left in. Your
vehicle should be taken to a special-
ist and you should have the tire
repaired or replaced immediately to
avoid additional tire damage. 

If you need to purchase new
tires, look for ones that come with
road hazard warranties. Some of
these warranties typically have cov-
erage that extends to damage such
as unrepairable tread punctures,
damage from potholes, nails, glass
and jagged metal, which causes
cuts, snags, punctures, impact
breaks, bruises and rim cuts. Cover-
age with a Road Hazard Warranty
usually extends for the full period of
the mileage of the tire. It’s impor-
tant to note that certain restrictions
apply with most warranties.

“Good driving habits and pre-
ventive maintenance—proper air
pressure, balance, alignment, and
rotation—can add miles to your
tires and provide better fuel econ-
omy and safety for you and your
family,” added Leibovitz. 

For more information about
tire care or to find the Pep Boys
store nearest you, call 1-800-PEP-
BOYS or visit www.pepboys.com.

Checking Tire Condition Vital To Personal Safety

Checking your tires regularly
is an important part of automo-
tive safety.

(NAPSA)—The Internet forever
changed the way consumers shop
for products and services. Tradi-
tionally, consumers endured a
long and arduous process that
included researching and gather-
ing information about different
offerings and features, selecting a
brand and ultimately scanning
various stores to determine the
lowest price. The process was not
only time-consuming but also
frustrating.

Today’s savvy consumers have
turned to the Internet. With the
click of a mouse consumers can
comparison-shop and gain infor-
mation on a myriad of products.
The Internet streamlined the
process and helped consumers
determine which brand (and
price) fit their needs. Using the
Internet, consumers have the
chance to purchase the highest
quality products at bargain prices
and still enjoy an easy and safe
shopping experience—if they
know where to shop.

One successful example of
Internet shopping is auction sites
which allow consumers to pur-
chase products directly from other
consumers. In many instances
consumers can obtain a great bar-
gain. Unfortunately, consumers
have neither a guarantee of the
seller’s legitimacy or a guarantee
of the quality or authenticity of
the product. Also, because most of
these products are used, there is
no available warranty. This is not
the safest way to purchase every-
day items but may be a good bet
for rare collectibles.

Another option is to go to sites
that offer used or refurbished
goods. In many instances these
goods also do not come with war-
ranties and few come with techni-
cal support guarantees. Many of
these sites are not secure and cus-
tomer service may be minimal at

best. The money saved does not
balance out the time spent for
many consumers.

A new and better option for
auction shoppers may be to search
for auctions run by intermediaries
for name-brand manufacturers.
Companies such as MoonBuzz
place goods for auction on the
Internet’s most popular auction
sites for the manufacturers. For
instance, consumers can go to
their favorite auction site, search
for “moonbuzz,” and know that
they are looking at quality goods.
Searching for these intermedi-
aries offers consumers a safe and
superior buying experience. The
best part is that the consumer
pays a reduced price for merchan-
dise direct from the manufac-
turer ’s factory. Goods are sent
directly from the manufacturer
with complete documentation, ser-
vice and warranty information so
there is no middleman when it
comes to customer service, war-
ranty claims and tech support. So
the next time you are online,
check out the auctions that are
being powered by one of these
intermediaries—the deals may
just surprise you.

For more information on how
to purchase quality products at
low prices—with confidence,
please visit moonbuzz.com or
search for “moonbuzz” at your
favorite auction site.

How To Buy Products SAFELY Online

(NAPSA)—A toilet that gur-
gles, burbles or squeaks is crying
for help. But why? Experts point
out that deciding which repair to
make can be tricky. So, the best
way to start is to check for leaks.

Here ’s an easy
check for toilet tank
leaks from Fluid-
master ’s  dist in-
guished expert,
Professor Flush:

1. Remove the toilet tank lid,
then flush. 

2. After the flapper or tank
ball drops and as the tank refills,
add a few drops of dark food color-
ing to the tank’s water. 

3. Wait 20 minutes without
flushing. 

4. If any trace of color appears
in the toilet bowl, there’s a leak at
the flush valve, related to either
the drain seat or flapper/tank ball.

If a leak is revealed, check the
drain seat of the flush valve. If it’s
cracked or corroded, replace the
entire flush valve unit (which will
also include a new flapper).

If the drain seat looks fine, the
culprit is probably a worn flapper
or tank ball. If so, replace it with a
new flapper. 

Fluidmaster is the world ’s
leading manufacturer of toilet
repair parts. Each month Prof.
Flush answers hundreds of toi-
let-related questions via phone,
mail and on the company’s Web
site. To learn more about toilet
troubleshooting visit www.fluid
master.com or call 1-800-631-
2011. 

Try These Toilet Troubleshooting Tips

CHECKING for toilet leaks is
easier when you add a few drops
of dark food coloring to the
tank’s water.

✁
Note to Editors: October is Toilet Repair Month.

Here are a few Web sites worth
watching:
The 60 Second Time Machine
toothbrush from KidGenics at
www.timemachinetoothbrush.
com. 
Glenmede Trust Company at
www.glenmede.com.
National Highway Traffic Safety
traffic safety tips at www.nhtsa.
dot.gov/people/injury.
Just For Men® Haircolor at
www.justformen.com.
Blazin’ Key Cars! at www.irwin
toy.com. 
Edison Electric Institute at
www.eei.org.
Fleischmann ’s Yeast Test
Kitchens at www.breadworld.
com.
eHealthInsurance at www.
eHealthInsurance.com. 
The Drive to Read @ your
library™ program at www.at
yourlibrary.org and www.her
sheysmilk.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
It is always a mistake not to
close one’s eyes, whether to for-
give or to look better into one
self.

—Maurice Maeterlinck
***




