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(NAPSA)—Is breaking the law
ever acceptable behavior? Does it
depend on who is committing the
crime or should everyone be
treated equally under the law? 

According to research con-
ducted by International Data Cor-
poration (IDC) in 2004, informa-
tion technology (IT) professionals
believe that the illegal copying of
software by an individual for a
friend is a harmless infraction and
that the same activity at a small
business could be tolerated due to
a lack of resources. 

However, the same research
from the “Global Software Piracy
Study” shows that IT profession-
als felt that inappropriate use of
software at large companies is
unethical and illegal. This
dichotomy in attitudes is a major
contributing factor to the software
piracy problem. Today, 22 percent
of the software in the U.S. is
pirated, according to the Business
Software Alliance (BSA), the orga-
nization representing the leading
software developers.

Attitudes Toward 
Software Piracy

The research measured IT pro-
fessionals’ attitudes toward soft-
ware piracy and found that most IT
professionals admitted that their
organization is either currently out
of compliance or has been out of
compliance at some point in the
recent past. However, they do not
consider themselves to be commit-
ting a crime but rather they feel
they are victims of circumstances
that make it difficult to get compli-
ant. They feel that they have
“fallen” out of compliance for a vari-
ety of reasons including compla-
cency, lack of rigorous procedures
and failure to get senior manage-
ment and business decision makers
to take the problem seriously and
to allocate funds to bring the com-
pany into compliance.

Knowing The Consequences
Changes Behavior

Establishing software manage-
ment policies that protect comput-

ers from unlicensed software and
educating employees about these
policies will help mitigate the
risks of software piracy. Knowing
that companies are paying signifi-
cant fines for software piracy is
causing IT professionals and
senior management to take notice.
There are also serious technologi-
cal and security risks associated
with unlicensed software use.
Autodesk, Inc., a founding mem-
ber of BSA and one of the largest
software companies in the world,
aggressively pursues organiza-
tions that illegally copy its design
software. With six million users,
Autodesk is the world’s leading
software and services company for
the building, manufacturing,
infrastructure, digital media and
wireless data services fields.

“We find that small and
medium-sized companies that lack
formal procedures and resources
are the biggest culprits,” said
Sandy Boulton, director of Piracy
Prevention at Autodesk. “But size
is no excuse. Paying for software
is one of the costs of doing busi-
ness. We have free resources and
toolkits at our Web site to assist
companies with instituting formal
software management policies.”

To learn more about software
piracy prevention, find helpful
resources or report suspected
Autodesk piracy confidentially,
contact www.autodesk.com/piracy
or 1-800-NO COPIES.

Pirates Come In All Shapes and Sizes

While 22 percent of the software
in the U.S. is pirated, there are
ways to protect yourself and your
company.

(NAPSA)—As today’s world
grows more and more complex,
parents and teachers agree on the
importance of early childhood edu-
cation. Research has shown that
common sense is correct: Being
involved in your child’s education
can lead to better grades and
attendance, higher self-esteem,
less drug and alcohol abuse and
less violent behavior.

Here are some tips for helping
your child master reading:

• Reading to children helps
them to understand that stories
have a structure, that printed
words are meaningful and that
reading is fun. It helps them get
accustomed to both reading for
pleasure and in general.

• Teach your children alphabet
recognition, one of the single
strongest predictors of reading
success for young children enter-
ing school.

• Lay a foundation for reading
by labeling things in your home,
such as doors, chairs, the refriger-
ator and so on. You can give the
labels to a slightly older 
preschooler and have him or her
try to put the right tag on the
right thing.

• Encourage reading as 
entertainment by limiting televi-
sion time.

• Have your child look for
familiar signs on the road or when
you go out.

• Help your child learn to
write his or her name, compose
notes to friends and relatives and
copy out favorite words.

• Look for educational videos
and DVDs, such as School 
Specialty’s Noodlebug series, that
can maximize your child’s learn-
ing potential.

The Noodlebug product line
incorporates seven essential
brain-building activities for kids

in a format designed to capture
and hold their attention and 
interest. Each DVD in the 
award-winning series, which
comes with a free audio CD, has:

• Music, which boosts memory
and teaches pattern recognition

• M o v e m e n t ,  t o  i m p r o v e
coordination

• Stress reduction, through
humor as well as music

• Storytelling, to improve
vocabulary

• Health information, teaching
the benefits of proper nutrition
and rest

• Problem solving
• Second-language portions, to

develop the child’s ear for sound,
lay the groundwork for formal 
foreign-language instructions
later on and increase his or her
understanding of foreign cultures.

You can find Noodlebug products
in stores or online at www.school
specialtypublishing.com.

Kids Who Dance And Sing And Learn

Noodlebug’s live action and 
animation provide a fun, educa-
tional experience for your kids.

Five Leaders Honored
With Heinz Awards
(NAPSA)—Five notable Ameri-

can leaders have been selected to
receive the prestigious Heinz
Awards. The 11th annual awards
are among the largest individual
achievement prizes in the world,
with each winner receiving
$250,000.

Additionally, Richard Goldman,
San Francisco philanthropist
and chairman of Goldman Insur-
ance Services, received the special
Chairman’s Medal, occasionally
given for lifetime achievement.
There is no monetary award asso-
ciated with the Chairman’s Medal.

The awards are named after
U.S. Senator John Heinz, who
died in 1991. Teresa Heinz estab-
lished the awards to honor her
late husband and to recognize out-
standing leaders in areas where
he was most active.

This year’s recipients in their
respective categories are:

• Arts and Human-
i t i e s :  M a r k  d i
Suvero,  sculptor,
artistic visionary
a n d  f o u n d e r  o f
Socrates Sculpture
Park, from New
York City

• Environment: Jerry Franklin,
Ph.D., forest ecologist, educator
and the “father of new forestry,”
from Seattle

• Human Condition: Joseph
Rogers, mental health administra-
tor and advocate and founder of
Project SHARE, from Philadelphia 

• Public Policy: Sidney Drell,
Ph.D., theoretical physicist, edu-
cator and arms control advisor,
from Stanford, Calif.

• Technology, the Economy and
Employment: Mildred Dressel-
haus, Ph.D., scientist, researcher,
educator and trailblazer for
women in the sciences, from Cam-
bridge, Mass.

Additional information is avail-
able at www.heinzawards.net.

di Suvero

(NAPSA)—Combing through
the responses of the 11th annual
Best Tressed® survey, it was found
that six in 10 Americans visit a
hair salon at least four times a
year, with more than half of them
diligently visiting every five weeks
or more often. The survey, which
was conducted by Harris Interac-
tive Inc. and Sally Beauty, asked
participants to rate the best and
worst celebrity hairstyles and real-
ity show styles and to rate their
own personal styling habits. If you
have a beauty question, e-mail
Kristi Fuhrmann at
www.asksally.com.

One of the best ways for stu-
dents to choose a college to attend
is to visit campuses with their par-
ents. Eric Kaplan, Dean of Admis-
sions and Financial Aid at Lehigh
University, says when visiting a
campus, be certain to schedule
enough time to see what you want
and to talk to students and faculty.
It’s also a good idea to bring a note-
book and write down five or six
points about each campus you see. 

A medical food for the daily
dietary management of gas has

been developed that stops gas
before it starts. To learn more,
visit www.ganedenbiotech.com. 

Travel can be more fun in a
van conversion. Specialty compa-
nies can outfit a vehicle with
amenities that transform them
into living rooms on wheels:
plenty of space; comfortable, indi-
vidual seating; 22-inch flat screen
TVs; surround sound stereos;
PlayStation2s and DVD players.
Families can visit the Recreation
Vehicle Industry Association Web
site at www.RVIA.org for more
information.

Selling items online can reduce

the pressure for people who are
moving and pressed for time.
Experts say it’s getting easier due
to eBay drop-off services such as
AuctionDrop, available at any The
UPS Store®. To learn more, call 1-
866-385-DROP or visit www.auc
tiondrop.com.

The North American Spine
Society (NASS) is the nation’s
leading nonprofit, multidisciplin-
ary medical society dedicated to
advancing spine care. Those
interested in improving their
spine health can find instructions
for home exercises on the “For
Spine Patients” section of the
NASS Web site at www.spine.org,
or purchase one of the newly pub-
lished patient education books
titled “Know Your Spine” and
“The Spine Owner ’s Manual,”
available online at Amazon.com.

“With the recent heightened
awareness of identity theft, more
and more companies are buying
shredders to protect their busi-
ness,” said John Fellowes, Shred-
der Marketing Manager, Fellowes,
Inc. His company, a leading man-
ufacturer of shredders for home

and office use, “makes shredders
that can safely shred staples,
paper clips, credit cards and even
compact discs—valuable features
in today’s information age.” For
more information, visit www.
fellowes.com.

According to a survey con-
ducted by the Consumer Federa-
tion of America and credit card
issuer Providian Financial, many
engaged couples incorrectly
believe that their FICO scores
will be combined after they get
married. “While credit extended
in both married partners’ names
will affect both individual credit
scores, it is not unusual for part-
ners to have different credit
scores—which is why knowing
your FICO score is so important,”
said Chris Lewis, executive vice
president with Providian, which
is the only issuer that provides
free FICO credit scores monthly
for its customers.

You can assert your identity
with the new One of a Card Visa.
Each credit card can be unique
because you can customize it with
your own photo. Learn more

(NAPSA)—Grilling fans can
now try some of the best barbeque
recipes from America’s finest
resorts. The talented chefs at ten
U.S. resorts, part of the RockRe-
sorts collection, are creating
recipes using indigenous ingredi-
ents which offer a twist on the
traditional barbeque fare. For
more recipes from RockResorts
visit www.rockresorts.com/recipes. 

A delicious low fat cake can
begin with Krusteaz Fat Free
Blueberry Muffin Mix. All you add
is lemonade concentrate, water, an
egg and freshly grated lemon zest.
The cake bakes up with a light
texture and a tasty golden top.

By choosing a wide variety of
colorful fruits and vegetables,
you reap the benefit of all the
unique combinations of fiber,
nutrients, and phytochemicals
that each fruit and vegetable pro-
vides. For information on fresh,
sweet cherries and other fruits
from Stemilt Growers, visit
www.stemilt.com and for infor-
mation on the health benefits of
eating colorful fruits and vegeta-
bles visit www.5aday.org.




