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(NAPSA)—Severe storms, floods,
tornadoes and hurricanes can bring
about several problems—such as
power outages—that your family
can be prepared to handle.
The International Association

of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), Energizer
and 6,100 fire departments urge
families to get ready for severe
weather by preparing emergency
power kits.
“An emergency power kit can

literally be a beacon of light in a
storm,” says Chief Larry J.
Grorud, CFO, MIFireE and Presi-
dent of IAFC. “It’s very important
to have flashlights on hand during
power outages; they are always
safer than candles in these situa-
tions and can significantly reduce
a family’s risk of injury.”

Important Tips for Building a
Power Through It All™ kit:

• Include at least one flash-
light for every member of the
household.
• Include a battery-powered

lantern for illuminating larger
spaces and rooms, such as an
Energizer Dual Power Lantern.
• Include a battery-operated

weather radio to track the storm.
• Include extra batteries in a

variety of cell sizes for extended
power outages, specifically Ener-
gizer MAX Batteries (AA, C and
D), as well as specialty batteries
for critical devices such as glucose
monitors and hearing aids.
• Include battery-operated cell

phone chargers like an Energizer
Energi To Go and extra lithium
batteries, to keep your family safe
and connected during severe
weather.

Other Important Items

After your power kit is com-

plete, here are some additional
items to consider when preparing
for severe weather:
• Blankets and pillows
• Clothing: seasonal / rain gear /

sturdy shoes
• First-aid kit, including medi-

cines and prescription drugs
• Cash (with some small bills):

banks and ATMs may not be open
or available for extended periods
• Keep important documents in

a waterproof container or water-
tight resealable plastic bag: insur-
ance papers, medical records, bank
account numbers, Social Security
card(s), etc.
• Put the kit in a spot that is

easily accessible to every family
member.
Each year, when you change

your clock in the spring and fall,
check the batteries in your flash-
lights and emergency power kit.

Flashlights Instead of Candles

According to the National Fire
Protection Association, candles
are the third-leading cause of
injuries from home fires, following
cooking and heating. On average,
one home fire caused by candles is

reported every 34 minutes. There-
fore, the IAFC encourages fami-
lies to use only battery-operated
lighting devices when a power
outage occurs.
“All too often, home fires are

ignited by candles used for light
when the power goes out. We are
reminding families to stay pre-
pared for blackouts by preparing
emergency power kits that include
flashlights for every member of the
family, battery-operated radios,
portable cell phone chargers and
extra batteries,” says Grorud.
In addition to having an emer-

gency power kit, there are other
steps you can take to get your
home and family prepared.

Other Ways to Stay Safe at
Home in a Power Outage

• Turn off electrical equipment
you were using when the power
went out. Just leave one light on
in the house so you’ll know when
the power comes back on.
• Keep refrigerator and freezer

doors closed as much as possible
to prevent food spoilage.
• Do not run a generator inside

a home or garage.
• Know how to shut off water

valves.

Keep Safe. Keep Going®

Building an emergency power
kit is part of the Energizer year-
long, family preparedness Keep
Safe. Keep Going® disaster pre-
paredness program and the Change
Your Clock Change Your Battery
fire preparedness program.

Learn More

For more tips on preparing for
storms and home fire safety, visit
www.energizer.com/preparedness
and www.iafc.org.

AreYou Ready? Storm Safety ForYour Family

Resist the urge to light a candle
when the power goes out and
use flashlights instead.

(NAPSA)—Here’s good news
about the environment that may
surprise you: The nation’s yellow
school buses are turning green as
the industry actively works to
reduce emissions through positive
environmental initiatives.
Many people overlook the in-

herent environmental advantage
of school buses. It’s estimated that
every school bus replaces an aver-
age of 36 passenger cars. With
more than 480,000 school buses
out each day, nearly 17.3 million
fewer vehicles are needed to
transport kids to and from school.
Recent advances in school

bus engine technology have cre-
ated more environmental advan-
tages. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) says
heavy-duty trucks and buses
will soon reduce particulates by
90 percent.
“Not only are school buses the

safest form of transportation for
our students, they are more effi-
cient than ever,” said Mike Mur-
ray, CEO of FirstGroup America,
the nation’s largest provider of
school transportation. “By contin-
uously investing in our fleet,
adopting new technologies, explor-
ing alternative fuels and enacting
the right policies, we significantly
reduce bus emissions.”

Reduced Idling
Even the little things make a

difference. Drivers are trained to
adhere to a no-idling policy,
which requires them to turn off
idling buses after no more than
five minutes, unless weather
conditions make it unsafe. Dri-
vers are also trained to keep
tires inflated at the proper pres-
sure and follow the most fuel-
efficient route possible.

Better Buses
School bus manufacturers are

also working to improve technology
to meet progressively stringent
emissions standards. For example,
new school bus engines from IC
Bus reduce particulate matter by
90 percent and nitrogen oxide by 50
percent compared to previous emis-
sions standards. John McKinney,
president of IC Bus, notes, “By next
year, our engines will even further
reduce emissions and be fully com-
pliant to the 2010 standards.”

Further Improvements
The school bus industry is

doing more to reduce school bus
emissions, including:
• Updating bus fleets with

vehicles that research shows run
60 times cleaner than buses built
before 1990;
• Retrofitting older buses with

special exhaust filters to reduce
diesel particulate matter by
approximately 40 percent;
• Exploring the use of green

technologies and alternative fuels,
such as hybrid electric, biodiesel,
propane or compressed natural gas;
• Keeping school buses at peak

performance through rigorous pre-
ventative maintenance programs.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.firststudentinc.com.

Yellow School Buses: Greener Than ManyThink

Each school bus on the road
replaces approximately 36 pas-
senger cars.

The Roman Emperor Augustus, it’s said, was so afraid of thunder he
would hide in a closet whenever a thunderstorm came up.

The American inventor Alexander Graham Bell wrote for the
National Geographic magazine as H.W. Largelamb, which is an ana-
gram of his name.

***
Make your bargain before begin-
ning to plow.

—Arab Proverb
***

***
Don’t make use of another’s
mouth unless it has been lent
to you.

—Belgian Proverb
***

***
Seize opportunity by the beard,
for it is bald behind.

—Bulgarian Proverb
***

***
Be not afraid of growing slowly,
be afraid only of standing still.

—Chinese Proverb
***

(NAPSA)—No matter the chal-
lenges, Motorola’s purpose-built
broadband wireless networks thrive
in the most extreme places on Earth
and under the harshest of condi-
tions. For information about the
company’s wireless broadband solu-
tions, including examples of these
solutions in action, visit
www.motorola.com/
wirelessbroadband.

**  **  **
Guillermo Rotman, CEO, The

Regus Group Americas, says there
are cost-effective options such as
fully furnished, move-in-ready
offices that can help small busi-
ness owners establish the profes-
sional presence they need to help
legitimize their business. Visit
www.regus.com for tips for small
businesses and startups. 

**  **  **
The Heart Truth campaign,

sponsored by the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute
(NHLBI), equips women with
information to lower their risk of
heart disease. Supermodel Heidi
Klum joins Diet Coke for the sec-
ond year as its heart health
ambassador in support of the

campaign. For more information,
visit DietCoke.com.

**  **  **
Teachers and school adminis-

trators are using a new Bank of
America Visa Supply Shelf Card.
The prepaid debit card is loaded
with a designated amount of cash
that can be used to buy supplies.
For more information, call (866)
709-8014,  Ext.  200,  or visit
www.bankofamerica.com/supply
shelf.

**  **  **
To mark a half century of fla-

vorful snacking, Nestlé Push-Up
is launching Push-Up and Create,
a search for kids who can create
the next great work of “pop” art.
To learn more, visit www.push
 upandcreate.com.




