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(NAPSA)—Whether you know
exactly the type of car you are
looking to purchase or you are
still researching to decide, one of
the easiest and most convenient
places to begin your car-buying
process may be the Internet. It
allows you to compare prices, read
vehicle overviews and search mil-
lions of vehicle listings from deal-
erships and independent owners.
So how do you narrow millions of
vehicle listings down to a set that
meets your general or specific
needs? Several Web sites provide
ways to make your search more
efficient. 

If You Know
If you know the features you’re

looking for in your next vehicle,
consider searching for cars via the
checklists and/or pull-down boxes
provided by some Web sites. Begin
with general criteria, such as
make and model, then add more
specifications like price, transmis-
sion, color and mileage. Check-
lists with popular options that
offer the opportunity to select
comfort features such as leather
interior, electronic features like
navigation systems, and safety
features such as side air bags are
also available on some Web sites. 

If You’re Still Deciding
If you’re still deciding what

your vehicle needs are, you may
want to consider an open-ended
option to search Web sites. Simi-
lar to search engines, blank
search fields can be located within
auto classifieds sites such as the
one available on AutoTrader.com’s
“Find Your Car” search page. Sim-
ply type in the appropriate feature
you’re searching for in the key-
word search text box and vehicle
listings that match your entered
text will appear.

For example, if you are looking
for a handicapped accessible vehi-

cle, but you don’t care about specific
body type, then keyword search
may be your best option. Type
“handicapped accessible” in the
keyword search text box and the
results will show all vehicle types
available that are handicapped
accessible. Even highly selective
criteria, such as vehicles owned by
nonsmokers, those with roof racks
or those with a Bose stereo, can be
found using keyword search. 

Both types of Web site users
can benefit from additional ways
to search efficiently. Look for
“Newly Listed” indicators that
mark new postings within seven
days of your last search. Save
even more time by creating a per-
sonalized account such as My
AutoTrader.com, where you can
save search requirements and
results, make comparisons and e-
mail listings to friends and family.

Purchasing a vehicle is an im-
portant and complicated decision.
Fortunately, there are Web sites
that make the car-buying process
easier and allow you to customize
your experience. To learn more,
visit www.autotrader.com.

Simplify Your Car Search

RESEARCHING YOUR NEXT CAR online
can put you on the road to an
easier car-buying experience.

(NAPSA)—The next time you
want to show you have the gift for
giving, you may care to follow
your nose and present a present
with a pleasant scent. 

Scent can affect your mood,
your memory, your entire sense of
well-being. For example, in a Rus-
sell Research survey, 39 percent of
respondents said the smell of pie
produces happy memories. Anthro-
pologists speculate that humans
have been making and wearing
flower-scented ointments for 9,000
years. 

That may be one reason flowers
are generally appreciated. You can
find arrangements suitable for
men as well as for women. Attrac-
tive vases, balloons, boxes of
candy and even stuffed animals
can accompany the posies,
depending on the occasion and the
recipient.

If you want to give something
more lasting than flowers, local
stores now offer a number of per-
fume and pampering gift sets that
most any woman—maybe even
you—would want.

One has an uplifting citrus flo-
ral fragrance to energize the body
while exciting the senses and
reviving the spirit. In a spa-style
white waffle bag you get Elizabeth
Arden Green Tea-scent spray,
enriched body butter, body scrub,
bath and shower gel, shampoo and
conditioner.

For an intoxicating floral exotic
scent, there’s Elizabeth Arden
Provocative Woman eau de par-
fum spray and touch-on, body
lotion and bath and shower gel.

Sparkling champagne and wild
berries mingle with the seductive
warmth of cashmere, musk and
white chocolate to create Provoca-
tive Interlude, a modern fragrance
with gourmet accents. It comes
from Elizabeth Arden in eau de

parfum spray and body lotion.
The scintillating signature fra-

grance from Elizabeth Arden, Red
Door, has an elegant bouquet of
deep, rich florals. It’s available in
a five-piece set, including eau de
toilette spray, body cream, bath
and shower gel, perfumed body
powder and perfume spray. 

As glamorous as the original,
but with a sensual softness all its
own, is Red Door Velvet. A femi-
nine bouquet of rich florals com-
bine with fresh notes of aromatic
Earl Grey Tea to reveal a veil of
airy musk and a feeling of velvety
softness in eau de parfum spray
and body lotion.

The company’s 5th Avenue is a
warm, sheer, floral fragrance
available in perfume, body lotion
and cream cleanser with a style
and spirit that’s all its own. 

Finally, to give a sweet and
soothing experience to everyone
you encounter every day, tuck a
fresh rosemary or lavender sachet
in your lingerie drawer or linen
closet. Aromatherapy experts say
rosemary and lavender can help
alleviate nervousness. 

Keep these ideas in mind and
you may find you can come up
smelling like roses whenever it’s
gift-giving time.

 

The Sweet Smell Of Successful Giving 

Your nose knows a great scent
makes a marvelous gift—includ-
ing for yourself.

(NAPSA)—More than 100,000
housing professionals are ex-
pected to descend on Orlando,
Fla., for The 2007 International
Builders’ Show (IBS). Building
industry professionals and their
affiliates may register online by
visiting www.BuildersShow.com.

* * *
A prepaid calling service uses

the Internet to provide calling to
hundreds of worldwide destinations
for pennies a minute. Called
Pingo, it can be used with both
fixed-line and mobile phones—no
additional equipment or installa-
tion is required. To learn more,
visit www.pingo.com.

* * *
When the weather is cold in

North America, in Chile they’re
busy harvesting a wide variety of
favorite summer fruits, a healthy
source of vitamins and minerals.
For recipes and information about
fresh fruits from Chile, visit
www.cffausa.org.

* * *
During winter, you need an oil

that can handle low temperatures
and quickly flow to critical engine
parts on those cold mornings. A
fully synthetic oil such as Mobil 1
is ideal for the winter months; it’s
designed to flow well even in
lower temperatures.

* * *
Many older Americans are

turning to supplements such as
glucosamine, chondroitin and
MSM to make sure they can keep
active. Information can be found
at MSMGuide.com, an indepen-
dent Web site containing con-

sumer and practitioner frequently
asked questions and abstracts of
clinical research about dealing
with osteoarthritis. 

* * *
People who have Shell Plat-

inum MasterCard® from Citi®

Cards earn 5 percent rebates on
Shell gasoline purchases and 1
percent rebates on all other 
purchases made with the card.
For more information, call 877-
MYSHELL or log on to www.
877MYSHELL.com. 

* * *
Pairing a York® Affinity™ heat

pump with an Affinity gas fur-
nace offers homeowners a num-
ber of benefits, beginning with
more personalized comfort. For
more information, visit www.
yorkupg.com/affinity or call (800)
910-YORK.

* * *
In his controversial and bril-

liant new book, prosperity guru
Randy Gage explores the “mind
viruses” that infect people and
lead to self-sabotage behavior.
Even his title, “Why You’re Dumb,
Sick & Broke...And How to Get
Smart, Healthy & Rich!” (Wiley),
is a wake-up call.

Cold Weather; Hot Idea
(NAPSA)—A hot idea that

homeowners across the nation are
warming to is outdoor entertaining
during the winter. Not only is the
crisp winter air refreshing, but bug
activity is also low. Outdoor enter-
taining also extends the living
space of your home. Here are four
tips that will help get your home
ready for winter entertaining:

• Have a hot-tub party
• Add a simple outdoor fire-

place or fire pit
• Buy an enclosed gazebo
• Set the mood at night with

candles or outdoor lighting.

Outdoor hot tubs continue to
gain in popularity with families.
The main reason is that there’s
nothing quite like relaxing in a
bubbling spa with warm, steamy
water on a cold day. In fact, hot
tubs are more than just warm
water and a few jets. Many
include CD stereo systems with
MP3 plugs and docking stations
made for iPods, and four-season
water features that operate when
you want. 

“Hot tubs and wintertime have
a long history together—it’s the
perfect pairing after skiing or any-
time people want to socialize,”
notes Erica Moir, Vice President of
Sundance Spas, the largest acrylic
spa manufacturer in the U.S.

In addition to hot tubs, a few
smart and simple accessories
make cold weather entertaining a
hot idea. Look for privacy gaze-
bos, fire pits and illumination
features to make the transforma-
tion complete.

For more ideas, visit www.sun
dancespas.com or www.jacuzzi.com.

Jacuzzi is one of several top
manufacturers with steamy hot
tubs that double as entertain-
ment centers.

by Michael V Draper
(NAPSA)—While most of us

know that green building is good
for the environment, creates
healthier living and work spaces,
and lowers operating costs, not
everyone knows exactly what it
means to build green.

According to the Green Build-
ing Initiative (GBI), a nonprofit
organization formed to help edu-
cate builders and consumers,
there’s no one-size-fits-all ap-
proach. But a green structure will
adhere to certain fundamental
principles, whether it’s a home,
school, industrial park or office
tower. For example:

• Green buildings are energy
efficient. In addition to saving
money, this helps to minimize pol-
lution (including carbon dioxide
emissions, which are a major
cause of global warming).

• They’re water efficient, which
is becoming increasingly important
as the population—and demand—
grows. Last year, a group of U.S.
mayors conducted a survey and
found that 40 percent of their cities
won’t have an adequate supply of
water in 20 years.

• They’re resource efficient.
Among other things, this means
using fewer materials, choosing
recycled content materials, using
wood that’s certified as having
come from a sustainably managed
forest, and reducing waste.

The financial benefits of build-
ing green include utility compa-
nies offering cash incentives to
encourage energy and water effi-
ciency, while different levels of
government offer tax deductions

and other incentives such as fast-
tracking the building approval
process.

What To Look For
For information on what to look

for in a green-built home, the
National Association of Home
Builders’ Model Green Home Build-
ing Guidelines (www.nahb.org) are
an excellent resource. For commer-
cial structures, the Green Globes
system is a user-friendly online
tool for designing green buildings
and assessing their performance
over time. In fact, a recent Uni-
versity of Minnesota green build-
ing study concluded Green Globes
“better integrates lifestyle think-
ing into its rating system”—mean-
ing that it measures the impact of
a building throughout its exis-
tence. Modules for New Construc-
tion and the Continual Improve-
ment of Existing Buildings are
available on the GBI Web site at
www.thegbi.com. 

Mr. Draper is vice president,
Western District of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America.

What Does It Mean To Build Green

THIS GREEN HOME is being con-
structed using energy-efficient
and environmentally friendly
building techniques.

***
Libraries are reservoirs of
strength, grace and wit,
reminders of order, calm and
continuity, lakes of mental
energy, neither warm nor cold,
light nor dark. In any library in
the world, I am at home, unself-
conscious, still and absorbed.

—Germaine Greer
***

***
If I had my life to live over, I
would perhaps have more actual
troubles but I’d have fewer
imaginary ones.

—Don Herold
***




