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by Pete K. Rahn
(NAPSA)—State departments of

transportation and related indus-
tries applauded congressional adop-
tion of a 27-month transportation
authorization recently. The funding
program moves the nation’s trans-
portation policy in the right direc-
tion but the real question that still
remains unanswered is: How will
the nation pay for transportation in
the future?

After almost three years of
wrangling and multiple exten-
sions, “Moving Ahead for Progress
in the 21st Century Act,” or MAP-
21, uses 10 years of savings and
new revenues to pay for essen-
tially a two-year bill. Clearly, this
is not sustainable.

MAP-21, given the poor outlook
for gas tax collections, was a
remarkable bipartisan effort
between the House and Senate
that provides more than $120 bil-
lion to fund the two-year trans-
portation bill. This is a positive
indication that Congress under-
stands the importance of trans-
portation to our economy and the
daily lives of all Americans. A
$120 billion investment sounds
huge. However, it is an actual
decline from fiscal year 2009.

Beyond the funding levels,
there are numerous positive ele-
ments to MAP-21. They include:

•States get more flexibility in
administering the program.

•The bill consolidates the ex-
isting interstate maintenance,
National Highway System and
highway bridge programs, while
increasing the percentage of fed-
eral transportation funding appor-
tioned to these programs.

TIFIA Funding Is Increased
The bill significantly increases

funding for Transportation Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation
Act programs and allows TIFIA to
fund up to 49 percent of a project.
These changes will quickly con-

vert dozens of state projects from
“on-hold” to “full-steam-ahead”
status. It also makes many previ-
ously thwarted public-private
partnerships and tolling projects
financially viable/critical compo-
nents of any longer-term solution.

With all this good news, the big
issue that still remains is where
and how to find a sustainable rev-
enue stream to fund a rapidly
aging and increasingly congested
transportation system. MAP-21
provides some breathing room.
However, elected officials and the
public must continue to work to
increase investment into the High-
way Trust Fund in preparation for
the next deadline in 2014. America
deserves a long-term, well-funded
transportation plan that includes
multiple modes of travel.

For more information about
infrastructure investment, contact
the state department of trans-
portation or visit www.hntb.com.

• Mr. Rahn is Leader National
Transportation Practice at HNTB
Corporation.

Transportation Bill Focuses Needed Attention
On Infrastructure

America deserves a long-term,
well-funded transportation plan
that includes multiple modes of
travel.

(NAPSA)—Homeowners look-
ing to reduce their utility bills are
beginning to explore more-effi-
cient alternatives—like solar pan-
els and geothermal systems—to
traditional technology to heat and
cool their homes.

Although solar panels are pri-
marily used to generate electricity,
homeowners have begun to
expand the functionality of solar
energy to heat and cool their
homes as well. However, the suc-
cess of solar panels depends on
the climate and the location of the
home. Homeowners living in the
Southwest, which generally gets
up to 300 days of sunshine a year,
would benefit more from solar
panels than residents of the
Northeast, where it’s only sunny
about 50 percent of the time.

Geothermal, on the other hand,
relies on temperatures beneath the
ground’s surface, which remain
constant all year long, regardless
of the location. A geothermal sys-
tem consists of pipes that reach
beneath the frost line. To warm the
home, the system utilizes a com-
pressor to pull the heat from
underground and circulates it
through the home as either forced
air or hot water for radiant heat.
The process is reversed when the
home needs to be cooled: The com-
pressor removes heat from inside
the home and transfers it back to
the pipes. The remaining cool air is
circulated throughout the home.

Homeowners should also con-
sider costs of the two systems.
Solar systems produce a limited
amount of energy per square foot
and take up a considerable
amount of space. In addition,
accommodating the heating and
cooling needs in a home requires a
large number of costly solar pan-
els, while just one geothermal
heat pump can effectively cool and
heat an entire home.

Finally, most geothermal manu-
facturers offer hot water equipment
that can provide hot water to the
home. These systems can heat
water at three to five times the effi-
ciency of traditional gas or electric
heaters, and unlike solar solutions,
provide hot water 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, 365 days a year.

Many geothermal units are eli-
gible for a 30 percent federal tax
credit and may qualify for utility
and state rebates. Meanwhile,
states are beginning to acknowl-
edge that geothermal systems offer
as much benefit through energy
conservation as wind and solar pro-
vide through clean generation. The
state of Maryland, for example,
recently enacted legislation making
it the first state in the nation to
allow utilities to claim renewable
energy credits for the installation of
geothermal heat pumps.

To find a geothermal system
that fits your needs, visit www.
waterfurnace.com or talk to a
WaterFurnace expert at (800)
GEO-SAVE.

The Geothermal Alternative To Traditional
Heating And Cooling Technology

Most geothermal systems can
heat water more efficiently than
traditional gas or electric heaters.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’ll be
home for the holidays or traveling,
hosting parties or a guest at them,
you may be glad to know it’s now
easier than ever to keep kids
entertained in the house and on
the road.

An Entertaining Idea
That’s because they can now

instantly watch on Netflix a huge
range of age-appropriate enter-
tainment on a TV, PC, Mac, iPad
or game console.

Kids, parents, grandparents or
sitters can scan through rows of
movies and shows organized by
easy-to-understand genres includ-
ing superheroes, princesses, dino-
saurs and girl power, with simple
descriptions of each plot. Offerings
include popular TV shows such as
“SpongeBob SquarePants” and
“Dora the Explorer,” as well as var-
ious family-oriented movies. Kids
can also recognize shows by click-
ing on images of their favorite
characters (Big Bird, Thomas the
Tank Engine) to find a great selec-
tion of TV shows and movies fea-
turing that character.

All programs shown are com-
pletely commercial free. The Net-
flix “Just for Kids” tab at the top
of the company’s main page leads
to a special section featuring con-
tent aimed at the 12 and younger
crowd. It will even personalize
your kids’ viewing patterns so if,
say, your daughter watches mov-
ies about horses, more options fea-
turing horses will be presented.

To ensure a family-friendly
viewing experience, without any

exposure to violent or other not-
age-appropriate programming,
the site’s selections were picked
using ratings and reviews from
Common Sense Media, a leading
nonprofit that provides in-
dependent, trustworthy ratings,
reviews and information to help
parents make great media
choices.

Further Fun Ideas
•When you’re not busy, your

family can create memories with
new holiday traditions such as
movie night: Make popcorn and
cuddle with the little ones while
watching together your favorite
holiday shows, movies and TV
characters.

•It can also be fun to find a fun
holiday movie or TV episode and
get in the spirit as you all wrap
presents.

•For a present you don’t have
to wrap, consider giving a Netflix
subscription.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.netflix.com.

Entertain Your Kids The Family-Friendly Way

Children can have fun watching
family-friendly shows on tablets
and computers.

Bald Is Beautiful
(NAPSA)—For many men—

and the women who admire
them—hair is overrated. Bald,
they agree, is the new bold when
it comes to men’s grooming.

The Problem
Unfortunately, ordinary shaving

and skin care products don’t really
meet the needs of those with bald
or shaved heads. The skin on the
head is very sensitive to nicks and
scratches, breakouts, shine and the
sun.

The Buzz About a Solution
To help men maintain this high-

fashion look, a new collection of
innovative necessities has arrived
packed with effective, high-quality
ingredients for superior hydrating,
and infused with antioxidant and
antiseptic properties.

These products gently exfoliate
and thoroughly cleanse, leaving
the entire head and face feeling
totally clean, refreshed and
revived. They tone and hydrate
while eliminating and preventing
shine, smoothing away fine lines
and wrinkles and preventing dry
patches. Called Bee Bald, it’s
made with honey and bee pollen
extract, which are healing and
antiseptic, while protecting
against pollution, UV rays and
other inflammatory factors.

Learn More
For more information about

how to take charge and pro-
actively be baldly beautiful, visit
www.beebald.com.

From the boardroom to the big
screen and everywhere in be-
tween, men are baring it all and
sporting smooth “haute heads.”

(NAPSA)—Solutions for Care-
givers, available through employee
assistance programs, provides care
planning and care coordination ser-
vices designed to support the over-

all well-being of the person receiv-
ing care and help alleviate stress for
the family. Learn more at www.
WhatIsSolutionsForCaregivers.com
or by calling (877) 765-4473.

Baseball player Roger Maris, who hit 61 home runs in 1961, won only
one home run title.

Apples and blueberries are 90 percent pollinated by honeybees.




