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(NAPSA)—While sticker price
may be considered one of the most
significant numbers when choosing
a new vehicle, you should also con-
sider a number not found today on
any window sticker. Depreciation
(or loss of value) often is the great-
est expense incurred by drivers
during the first five years of vehicle
ownership. To get the most for your
money, do some extra homework to
ensure you make wise purchase
decisions based on several key fac-
tors other than just the negotiated
sale price.

“When purchasing a new vehi-
cle, consumers often forget to take
future resale value into considera-
tion, something that can have a
major effect on their finances down
the road,” said Jack R. Nerad, edi-
torial director and executive mar-
ket analyst for Kelley Blue Book. 
What You Need To Know About

Vehicle Depreciation
An average vehicle will only

retain about 35 percent of its origi-
nal value after a five-year owner-
ship period, meaning that a
$20,000 new car today will only be
worth somewhere close to $7,000
after five years. Vehicles with aver-
age or below-average resale values
are generally plentiful in the mar-
ketplace and easy to find, such as
models often found in rental fleets.
But certain vehicles are projected
to hold their value better than oth-
ers. Vehicles that maintain their

value best are those that are de-
signed and engineered well, and
usually they are in limited supply
and in high demand. 

To help car buyers make better
purchase decisions, Kelley Blue
Book named the top 2006 model
year vehicles that will best hold
their value after five years, based
on the company’s residual value
guide. These vehicles will retain
closer to 50 percent of their origi-

nal value after a five-year owner-
ship period.

Features That Help Vehicle
Resale Value 

What can you do to enhance
the resale value of a vehicle you’re
about to purchase? Certain fea-
tures available on new cars today
will be desirable by a majority of
used-car buyers three or five years
down the road, and these features
will help the vehicle maintain
more of its original value. Con-
sider the following options in your
next new vehicle to help better
retain its value. First, choose a
popular exterior color, such as
black, white or silver. Then select
equipment that many buyers
want. Included on this list are:
antilock brakes (ABS), alloy
wheels, CD player/CD changer,
parking sensors, navigation sys-
tem, sensing cruise control and
leather-covered seats. At the same
time, avoid less popular colors and
go easy on customization. 

“Vehicles that are painted in
odd colors and vehicles that have
been overly personalized will be
desired by a smaller group of peo-
ple down the road,” said Nerad.
“That will negatively affect their
resale value.”

For more information about
new or used car values, vehicle
purchasing advice and more, visit
Kelley Blue Book’s Web site at
www.kbb.com. 

Vehicles That Best Retain Their Value
2006 BEST RESALE VALUE: BRAND 

BMW and MINI (Tie)
2006 BEST RESALE VALUE: TOP 10

(in alphabetical order)
BMW 5 Series Lexus GX 470
Chevrolet Corvette MINI Cooper 
Honda Accord Porsche Cayenne
   Hybrid Toyota Prius
Infiniti G35 Coupe Volvo XC90
Infiniti M45 

2006 BEST RESALE VALUE: CATEGORY
SEDAN: Honda Accord Hybrid
LUXURY: Infiniti M45
COUPE: Infiniti G35 Coupe
PICKUP: Toyota Tacoma PreRunner
CONVERTIBLE: Chevrolet Corvette
SPORT UTILITY: Porsche Cayenne
WAGON: Subaru Outback 
VAN/MINIVAN: Honda Odyssey
HATCHBACK: MINI Cooper/
 Toyota Prius (Tie)

(NAPSA)—Give your dining
room a quick makeover by creat-
ing beautiful, holiday-themed,
chair-back covers. This easy-to-do
project from Rowenta, manufac-
turer of high-performance gar-
ment care products, will help you
dress up your home, just in time
for all those holiday guests.

You will need:
Decorator fabric (according to

measurement of chair)
Beaded trim or 11⁄2-inch-wide

ribbon (according to
measurement)

Paper-backed fusible web tape
CUTTING DIRECTIONS:
Beaded Trim Version:
• Measure from the top of the

chair back down to the desired
length and add 21⁄2”.

• Cut a length of trim to twice
the width of the chair plus 1”.

Ribbon Version:
• Add 1” to the width of the

chair back and 21⁄2” to its height. 
• Cut two pieces of decorator

fabric to this measurement.
• Cut two pieces of ribbon

twice the height of the chair back
plus 2”.

SEWING DIRECTIONS:
For Beaded Trim Version:
• Pin fabric with right sides

together. 
• Stitch along the top and side

edges with a 1⁄2” seam allowance. 
• Press seams open.
• Turn under and press 1” at

the lower edge of the chair back. 
• Turn under 1” a second time

and secure hem in place with
fusible tape.

• Pin trim in place along the
hemmed edge of the chair back
cover. 

• The band of the trim should
be on the wrong side of the hem
(inside of the cover) and the beads
should extend beyond the hem. 

• Secure in place with fusible
web tape.  

For Ribbon Version:
• Pin fabric pieces with right

sides together. 
• Stitch along top edges with a

1⁄2” seam allowance. 
• Press seams open.
• Place fabric wrong side down

on a flat surface. 
• Pin ribbon in place about 11⁄2”

in from each side edge. 
• Fuse ribbon in place or stitch

close to each edge.
• With right sides together,

stitch the two side seams with a
1⁄2” seam allowance. 

• Press seams open.
• Turn under 1” at the lower

edge of the chair back cover. 
• Turn under 1” a second time

and secure hem in place with
fusible web tape.

For more information on
Rowenta garment care products or
project ideas, visit the company’s
Web site at www.rowentausa.com.

Holiday Party Chair Back Covers

It’s easy to make festive holiday
decorations for your chairs.

(NAPSA)—For many women
cosmetic surgeries are not the
solution to looking young. Instead,
more and more women are using
gentler, nonabrasive methods to
attain youthful-looking skin. 

According to a national survey
conducted by Harris Interactive,
only 17 percent of American
women are willing to undergo cos-
metic surgery and just 27 percent
have tried nonsurgical cosmetic
treatments such as botox and
microdermabrasion to reveal
younger skin. Although cosmetic
treatment extremes, such as face-
lifts and laser surgery, have been
on the rise for the past eight years,
according to the American Society
for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, the
survey’s results identify a new
trend in which American women
are seeking alternative natural
methods and skin care regimens
that will yield the same youthful
results as these harsh treatments. 

The survey also found that
nine out of ten women use a regi-
men to fight aging and micro-
swelling—the skin’s natural reac-
tion to harsh elements. Results of
repeated micro-swelling include
fine lines, wrinkles, discoloration,
loss of firmness and thinning
skin. Additionally, the survey
found that 85 percent of women
prefer the convenience of at-
home facial regimens to those at

a doctor’s office. 
“This shift away from abra-

sive cosmetic treatments and
surgery shows there is a growing
demand for regimens that are
gentle and assist in achieving
younger-looking skin,” said skin
care expert Ann-Celeste Billings
of Tahitian Noni International.
“Women are purchasing facial
products that combine natural
ingredients to restore the skin to
a supple, smooth ideal state and
stop the visible cascading effects
of micro-swelling.” 

What’s more, the data shows
that 87 percent of women prefer
regimens with natural, rather
than synthetic ingredients such

as alpha hydroxy acids, if they
yield the same results. To fight
micro-swelling, products contain-
ing tropical botanicals such as
noni leaf and bamboo possess
unique properties known to pro-
vide the following safe benefits
that skin needs to stay healthy
and beautiful: 
• Fulfill the skin’s needs with nat-

ural nutrients
• Protect against repeated micro-

swelling 
• Build and protect healthy skin

barrier 
• Improve issues from past micro-

swelling, including: 
—Expression lines and wrinkles 
—Skin discolorations 
—Dark under-eye circles and

lines 
—Loss of firmness and thinning. 
To help, there’s a natural spa

quality face care line that incorpo-
rates Tahiti’s natural, nutrient-
rich ingredients. This facial prod-
uct line focuses on every woman’s
individual beauty needs with 11
unique products for a daily skin-
care regimen that helps fight
micro-swelling from the comfort of
a woman’s home. Along with the
proprietary tropical botanicals,
TAHITIAN NONI® TePoemä™ fea-
tures noni fruit and noni leaf
extract which contain unique
properties known to help main-
tain healthy skin.  

Women Are Moving Away From Cosmetic Surgery Look

The search for nonabrasive
alternatives to achieve younger-
looking skin is on the rise.

(NAPSA)—If you plan to ship
gifts this holiday season, DHL
offers the following tip: Double
box fragile items. Securely pack
the item in a small box, then
place the small box in a larger box
and fill all empty spaces with
packing material. For more tips,
visit www.dhl.com. 

Buying inexpensive, pirated
software may seem like it’s saving
you money, but experts say it
could cost you in the long run. The
software leaves computers more
susceptible to viruses, it is some-
times used as bait in identity theft
scams and it opens companies up
to copyright infringement litiga-
tion. For more information, visit
http://www.microsoft.com/genuine.

The Internal Revenue Service
has discontinued its file-by-phone
program called TeleFile. That
move leaves more than 3 million
U.S. taxpayers who relied on the
program without the option of
picking up the phone to send their
tax returns to the IRS. Former
TeleFilers have new options they
can use to do their taxes and
learn about the benefits of elec-
tronic filing. This year, TeleFilers
can prepare and electronically file
their tax return (1040EZ) with
SnapTax at www.telefiler.com.

Amusement parks around the
world are starting to look a lot

like Christmas. To learn about the
many events and attractions, visit
TicketForFun.com. 

For many, the most bother-
some signs of an aging face are
the unavoidable effects of gravity.
Now more and more people are
choosing minimally invasive
options to produce lasting results.
One such technique is a new pro-
cedure called the Contour Thread-
Lift™. Learn more at www.con
tourthreads.com.

If you’re giving the gift of com-
puter upgrades this holiday sea-
son, it’s a good idea to have a pro-
fessional install them. One
convenient service, Geeks On
Call, has certified, trained spe-
cialists who can help optimize
computer systems with added
memory and other accessories.
You can learn more online at
www.geeksoncall.com or by call-
ing 1-800-905-GEEK. 




