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(NAPSA)—There’s an old saying:
Everyone talks about the weather,
but no one does anything about it.
This conventional wisdom is chang-
ing for thousands of home owners
who install retractable awnings that
let them control the weather on their
decks and patios with the push of a
button. 

A retractable awning has a lat-
eral arm system, electric motor
and electronic controls that
extend a fabric awning when you
want to escape the sun’s burning
rays. Retractable awnings let peo-
ple enjoy being outside even in
summer, while preventing sun
damage to interior furnishings
and reducing energy costs. 

“When the awning is extended,
you block out more than 90 per-
cent of harmful UV rays for any-
one lounging on the deck or patio,
while you also reduce the temper-
ature inside your home by as
much as 20 degrees,” said Larry
Bedosky, director of marketing for
Durasol, a leading manufacturer
of retractable awnings. “Extend-
ing and closing the awning is as
easy as pushing a button and with
remote control you could not ask
for more convenience.”

Some of the newest innovations
in retractable awnings include
electronic sensors that automati-
cally extend the awning when the
sun comes out and automatically
retract it if the wind picks up. 

“A home owner can override the
automatic sun control function at
any time, but there is great peace
of mind knowing that you have
added protection from high winds
if you are not at home to bring the
awning in,” said Chris Olivieri,
director of marketing for Somfy
Systems, a leading manufacturer
of electric motors and electronic
controls for retractable awnings. 

In addition to being practical,

retractable awning systems are
long lasting and add to the beauty
of a home. Somfy electric motors
are fully contained within the
roller tubes of a retractable
awning system for a sleek instal-
lation that blends right into your
home. The motors are also sealed
so they require no maintenance
for years of trouble-free service.  

High-performance fabrics,
such as the Sunbrella® brand,
contribute to the beauty of re-
tractable awnings and help
assure years of trouble-free
enjoyment. The fabrics come in a
wide variety of solid colors and
stripes that complement the most
popular shingle, brick, siding and
trim colors. Highly fade- and
mildew-resistant and easy to
clean, Sunbrella fabrics are
backed by a limited five-year
warranty. 

For more information about
retractable awnings and to locate
a professional installer, visit
www.durasol.com. 

Control The Sun With Push-Button Ease 

The latest generation of retractable
awnings offers the convenience of
remote control.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for high school and middle grade
students looking for guidance on
how to plan for college and a
career.

A new online student resource
center has been created to provide
middle grade and high school stu-
dents with a virtual “map to
tomorrow” while they learn about
the “economics of life.”

An organization described as
the world’s largest institution dedi-
cated to educating young people
about business, economics and
entrepreneurship—Junior Achieve-
ment—has created the JA Student
Center.

This online resource (http://stu
dentcenter.ja.org) is said to offer
information and assistance geared
to help teens become workforce
ready in the 21st century.
Through interactive sections, stu-
dents can navigate the site to gain
knowledge on how to find a col-
lege, pay for college, plan a busi-
ness, handle their money, find a
career, and much more, making
the online destination a one-stop
resource for students planning for
a successful future.

Students can search for indus-
tries, careers and occupations that
align with their interests. The
Career Center includes sections
on the “16 industry-specific clus-
ters” as outlined by the Depart-
ment of Education, offering
details such as job outlooks, edu-
cation requirements and industry
trends as they relate to each of
the 16 “clusters.” 

Students can also enhance their
experience by first taking an

online career assessment designed
to provide them with direction and
guidance as they select a career. 

“JA Worldwide is proud to offer
students an expanded online
resource to help them plan for col-
lege, engage in career exploration
and planning, and learn more
about starting their own busi-
ness,” said Dr. Darrell Luzzo,
senior vice president of education
for JA Worldwide.

Support for the JA Student
Center was provided by the
Diversity Pipeline Alliance, The
Goldman Sachs Foundation, Nel-
net, the NASDAQ Educational
Foundation, and U.S. Office of
Justice Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Office of Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention.

JA reaches 4 million students
in the U.S. and over 2.5 million
students in nearly 100 countries.
For more information, visit
www.ja.org or write JA Worldwide
Headquarters, One Education
Way, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.
You can also contact the nearest
JA office.

Online Center Helps Students Plan For College

A new online resource is said to
offer information and assistance
to help teens become college
and workforce ready.

(NAPSA)—It may seem hard to
believe that we can actually
change the Earth’s climate, but
scientists say greenhouse gas
emissions generated from human
activities are making our planet
warmer. According to the scien-
tists, average global temperatures
have increased by about one
degree Fahrenheit over the past
century, and are expected to keep
rising over the next hundred
years. It may not sound like much
but even a small increase over a
long time can have a big impact.
Businesses and states are taking
action to address the risks of
global warming. The good news is
we can all be part of the solution,
by taking simple steps at home to
help the environment.   

Most people don’t realize that
the average household can be
responsible for nearly twice the
greenhouse gas emissions as the
average car. The leading source of
greenhouse gas emissions is
energy production; whenever you
operate any product in your home
that runs on electricity, a power
plant is most likely generating
that electricity, by burning fossil
fuels (such as coal and oil), which
produces greenhouse gases. 

To help reduce the risks of global
warming, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) offers sug-
gestions for actions you can take
that will make a positive difference,
right away and every day. 

Start by looking for products
that have earned the Energy Star®

for energy efficiency. Energy Star
qualified products prevent green-
house gas emissions by meeting
strict energy efficiency criteria. 

There are other actions that we
can all take to reduce energy use,
save money and help protect the
environment, including:

1. Replacing your five most fre-
quently used lights, or the bulbs
in them, with models that have
earned the Energy Star; 

2. Heating and cooling your
home smartly; 

3. Sealing your home with ade-
quate insulation; and 

4. Helping to spread the word
that energy efficiency is good for
our homes and the environment. 

Celebrate our earth every day, by
making the right choices that will
contribute to a better environment
for your family and community.  

For more information on how
you can make a difference, visit
www.energystar.gov or call 1-888-
STAR-YES (1-888-782-7937). 

Celebrate The Earth Every Day
Learn How You Can Help Reduce 

The Risks Of Global Warming

(NAPSA)—When the weather
warms up, it may be time to
repair the damage that the cold
has done to your skin. Cool
weather outside and dry heat
inside can take quite a toll on
your skin, zapping its moisture
and leaving it pale, uneven and
flaky.

Luckily, there are a number of
ways to revive skin and achieve
that healthy glow. Robert Scott,
celebrity aesthetician and well-
ness expert, emphasizes the im-
portance of caring for skin during
this transition period: “During the
winter months, clients often com-
plain about dull, dry skin, but
there are some fantastic products
out there with a double duty for-
mula that moisturize skin while
adding a hint of color so we can
transform winter skin from drab
to fab.”

Using a color-enhancing mois-
turizer that hydrates skin and
gives an instant radiance helps
get skin in shape for the warm
weather. Try a product like Olay
Radiance Reviver, which delivers
the following benefits:

• Hydrates skin—Moisturiz-
ing ingredients eliminate dry-
ness, delivering soft, healthy,
hydrated skin.

• Adds a hint of color—A cus-
tomized formula works with every
woman’s skin tone, resulting in a
natural-looking glow.

• Evens skin tone—High levels
of glycerin help improve skin tone
and texture. 

Once your skin is glowing and
ready for body-baring fashions,
you can focus on building a warm
weather wardrobe to complement
your radiant skin. According to
celebrity stylist Jeanne Yang,
“summer looks should be fresh,
light and flirty.” 

She offers several suggestions
for getting your wardrobe ready
for the body-baring season.

Clean out your closet
• Dry clean your bulky win-

ter sweaters and overcoats and
keep them folded up in paper for
protection.

• Store heavy winter items in
the back of your closet or inside
hallway closets.

• Donate clothes you rarely
wear to a charity such as the
Women’s Alliance (log on to
www.womensalliance.org ). 

Shop for fashions and colors
that show off your skin

• Wear strapless tops and hal-
ters, which are very popular this
season and show off renewed,
radiant skin.

• Choose clothing in citrus
shades and bright colors like char-
treuse, salmon and turquoise to
accentuate skin tone.
Use accessories to brighten up

your outfit
• Try donning some dazzling

ethnic jewelry, Indian coral ear-
rings or a turquoise necklace.

• Add a colorful summer bag or
purse to a subdued outfit.

With these helpful tips, you can
renew and revive your skin as
well as your wardrobe for the
warm weather! 

Warm Weather Skin Shape-Up

(NAPSA)—According to celebrity
colorist Rita Hazan, approximately
60 percent of women regularly color
their hair and while celebrities
might make it look easy, deciding
to change your color and main-
taining the new look can be a chal-
lenge. To learn about Pantene Pro-
V Expressions—a collection of
shampoos, conditioners, treatments
and styling products that are spe-
cially designed to help keep your
color looking richer longer—log on
to www.pantene.com.

Venting skylights not only
help your house breathe easier,
but also bring healthy, natural
light into your home. To learn
more, visit www.veluxusa.com,
www.nfrc.org or www.efficien
twindows.org. To obtain free
booklets on condensation and
skylights, call 1-800-283-2831 or 
e-mail www.veluxusa.com.

Did you know that flat-panel
computer screens are not only
stylish, they require less electric-
ity and give off less heat? For
more information about how to
purchase a flat-panel monitor,
visit www.planar.com.

(NAPSA)—A new book from
famous children’s author Shel
Silverstein puts a fun new spin
on wordplay. It uses what’s
known as “spoonerisms” to
switch parts of words in delight-
ful ways. Called “Runny Babbit,
A Billy Sook” (Harper Collins,
$17.99), the book introduces kids
to the world of Runny Babbit, Toe
Jurtle, Rirty Dat and others—as
well as the unique art of Silver-
stein. For more information,
visit www.shelsilverstein.com or
www.harpercollins.com.

A young f ish is  cal led a
fingerling.




