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(NAPSA)—A number of people
looking to clear up their acne have
seen the light—and the results
have been significant. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
recently authorized the use of laser
and light-based devices for acne
treatment. 

By administering a series of
gentle laser/light treatments in
the office, dermatologic surgeons
are observing up to a 90 percent
clearance of acne lesions in some
patients with persistent inflam-
matory acne. 

As many as four out of five peo-
ple are affected by acne at some
point in their life, most commonly
in adolescence. The condition can
range in severity from the occa-
sional blackhead or pimple to vast
patches of red, inflamed skin or
deep lumps and cysts. While not a
life-threatening condition, acne can
be upsetting and disfiguring. When
severe, acne can lead to serious
and permanent scarring. Even less
severe cases can lead to scarring. 

The noninvasive laser/light-
based treatments for acne are
relatively simple and take about
30 minutes. The skin-care spe-
cialist numbs or cools the affected
area to reduce discomfort, and
then aims a laser beam or spe-
cially filtered light over the acne
lesions. Visible clearing of acne
occurs in a few days following
treatment. 

Experts are not yet certain why
laser treatment improves acne,

but they believe the thermal
effects of therapy are either alter-
ing the sebaceous glands where
acne lesions occur or eliminating
the type of bacteria thought to be
the primary cause of inflamma-
tory acne or both. Early clinical
studies show that any area of the
body should respond favorably to
treatment, but common test areas
are the face, neck, chest and back.
Also, the high-tech devices appear
to work well on patients of all skin
types. In most cases, the dermato-
logic surgeon will recommend a
series of treatments over the
course of several weeks to achieve
optimal acne clearance.

Although acne is generally
thought to be a teenage ailment, it
strikes at any age. It normally
goes away on its own sometime in
the early twenties. However, acne
can persist into the late twenties
or thirties or even beyond. Some

people may get acne for the first
time as adults. In many cases,
hereditary factors play a large role
in whether a person will suffer
from prolonged acne. 

Until now, topical and oral
treatments were the primary
acne-fighting options for most
patients. While generally effec-
tive, these drugs can have draw-
backs. Topical medications such as
benzoyl peroxide or retinoids usu-
ally need to be applied several
times a day. 

Oral antibiotics require daily
compliance and can take several
weeks until improvement is visible.
Isotretinoin (trade name Accutane),
the most powerful oral acne med-
ication available today, remains the
treatment of choice for severe cystic
acne but may cause severe side
effects in certain patients.

As the pioneers in laser/light
technology, dermatologic surgeons
are recognized as experts in this
new treatment approach for acne.
As specialists in the health and
beauty of skin, dermatologic sur-
geons are also uniquely qualified to
evaluate specific skin conditions
and recommend appropriate, effec-
tive solutions. 

For more information about
laser/light-based acne therapy, and
to locate a qualified dermatologic
surgeon ,  v i s i t  the  Web  s i t e
www.aboutskinsurgery.org or call
the American Society for Dermato-
logic Surgery at 1-800-441-2737
(ASDS).

High Tech Ways To Treat Acne

A noninvasive laser treatment
is now used to treat acne.

(NAPSA)—Another chapter
has been added to one of the most
enduring children’s book series:
animated adventures.

Now airing on PBS KIDS, “The
Berenstain Bears” is designed to
reflect true family life joys, trials
and tribulations. The series is a
nostalgic look at simple country
life that reinforces traditional val-
ues, a sense of community and
the universal circumstance of life:
the family. The educational objec-
tive of the series is to teach chil-
dren social and emotional compe-
tence by encouraging them to
recognize how to make thought-
ful, informed and responsible
choices and decisions.

Created from the timeless
books that have delighted children
throughout the world, each
episode of the new weekday series
follows the storyline of an original
Berenstain Bears book and is pre-
sented in 15-minute segments.
Joining “The Berenstain Bears” to
complete the half-hour are all-new
15-minute episodes of Maurice
Sendak’s “Seven Little Monsters.”

Based on their own experiences
with life’s daily struggles, the
author/illustrator team of Stan
and Jan Berenstain developed the
adventures of the bears into a
family business, which boasts the
biggest-selling book series in the
history of publishing.

Over the years, little has
changed about the Berenstain
Bears. Their universal experiences
and everyday dilemmas persist in
popularity, despite nearly half a
century of technological advances

and social change. “The Beren-
stain Bears” animated adventures
will introduce children to a wide
range of important social values
and bring the acclaimed books’
love, warmth and kinship to life
for children and families to enjoy
five days a week.

“The Bears haven’t changed,
and neither have their readers,”
says Stan Berenstain. “Kids still
tell fibs and mess up their rooms
and throw tantrums in the super-
market. The Bears have the typi-
cal problems that every family
experiences.”

Both “The Berenstain Bears”
and “Seven Little Monsters” are
produced by Nelvana Limited, one
of the world’s most celebrated ani-
mation production studios. To
learn more about these programs,
visit www.pbs.org.

Animated Series Features Classic Characters

Color your friends Brother and Sister Bear.You can watch them in
The Berenstain Bears, a new animated television series airing on PBS

KIDS.

(NAPSA)—Imagine a vault
built to hold 1,000 of the crown
jewels of rock-and-roll history.
Items such as:

• The legendary Beatles ’
harpsichord used in 1967 to
record “Lucy In The Sky With
Diamonds” and “All You Need Is
Love”

• The Fender Stratocaster
guitar that Dick Dale played on
the surf-music classic “Let’s Go
Trippin”

• The black leather motorcy-
cle gear worn by Bruce Spring-
steen—back before he was the
“Boss”

• The khaki U.S. Army uniform
Elvis wore in the movie G.I. Blues

• Sunglasses worn by Bono,
Stevie Wonder and Roy Orbison

• Kurt Cobain’s high-school
yearbook

• Bob Dylan’s original lyric
manuscripts for “Stuck Inside of
Mobile”

• A pair of blue suede shoes
autographed by Carl Perkins.

Fans of rock and roll will be
glad to know that such a vault is
not “just their imagination.” 

One of the most recognized
music, entertainment and dining
brands in the world—Hard Rock
Cafe International—has announced
the opening of the Hard Rock Vault
on International Drive in Orlando,
Fla.

This interactive, multimedia
experience will immerse music
fans of all ages in a “living time-
line” of the evolution of music as

expressed through videos, cos-
tumes, instruments, and icono-
graphic images and artifacts. 

“Time after time our guests
have told us that they are looking
for an opportunity to make a per-
sonal, physical and sometimes
even spiritual connection to the
music and artists of their time,”
said Pete Beaudrault, president
and CEO of the company.

“With that in mind, we have
taken the ‘memorabilia experi-
ence’ beyond the confines of a
cafe and past the velvet rope for
an ‘All Access’ peek into the
energy, originality and passion of
music, artists, events and audi-

ences that have helped define us
as a culture.” 

The Vault also includes a mer-
chandise store featuring Hard
Rock Vault T-shirts, hats, jewelry
and other items as well as The 
F-Stop, an eatery that offers light
snacks, beer and other refresh-
ments amidst the ambience of
impressive rock and roll photogra-
phy by such famous shutter-bugs
as Annie Liebowitz, Jim Marshall
and Albert Watson. 

As the undisputed leading
curator, collector and exhibitor of
music memorabilia worldwide
with more than 64,000 items val-
ued at more than $32 million,
Hard Rock Cafe is uniquely poised
for such an undertaking. 

The chain’s rock memorabilia
collection got its impromptu start
when British guitar-legend Eric
Clapton donated a guitar to mark
his favorite stool at the original
Hard Rock in Hyde Park, London. 

Currently there are more than
100 Hard Rock Cafes in more than
40 countries, combining the spirit
of rock music, memorabilia from
musical artists of the last 50
years, classic American food, and
a commitment to widespread
humanitarian causes. 

The Hard Rock Vault is open
every day of the year from 9 a.m.
to midnight. Admission is $14.95
for adults and $8.95 for children,
with group rates for parties of 15
or more.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.hardrock.com/vault.

Hard Rock Cafe Opens Up Its Vault of Memorabilia

A new interactive multimedia
rock and roll experience and
memorabilia collection opened
recently in Orlando, Fla.

***
Serenity of manners is the zenith of beauty.

—F. Bremer
***

***

Decisions determine destiny.
—Frederick Speakman

***

***
Hold a true friend with both your hands.

—Nigerian proverb
***




