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(NAPSA)—Amysterious island.
An abandoned orphanage. And a
strange collection of very curious
photographs. It all waits to be dis-
covered in “Miss Peregrine’s Home
for Peculiar Children,” an unfor-
gettable novel that mixes fiction
and photography in an electrify-
ing reading experience.
Deemed “[A] thrilling, Tim

Burton-esque tale with haunting
photographs” by USA Today, the
novel begins with a horrific family
tragedy that sets 16-year-old
Jacob journeying to a remote
island off the coast of Wales,
where he discovers the crumbling
ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children.
As Jacob explores its aban-

doned bedrooms and hallways, it
becomes clear that the children
who once lived here—one of whom
was his own grandfather—were
more than just peculiar. They may

have been dangerous. They may
have been quarantined on a deso-
late island for a good reason—and
they may still be alive.
Author Ransom Riggs is a film-

maker, photographer, blogger and
writer who combs flea markets for
unusual vintage photos, a hobby
that spawned the inspiration for
the book.
Now a New York Times best-

seller, with film rights sold to
20th Century Fox, “Miss Pere-
grine’s Home for Peculiar Chil-
dren” will delight adults, teens
and anyone who relishes an
adventure in the shadows. CNN
says, “Readers searching for the
next Harry Potter may want to
visit ‘Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children.’” Available as a
hardcover or e-book at booksellers
and online retailers everywhere.
Visit Quirkbooks.com for more
information.

An Exciting Read ForTeensWith ATaste For TheWeird

...should delight anyone who rel-
ishes adventure in the shadows.

A new book illustrated with
haunting vintage photography...

(NAPSA)—For most parents,
the start of a new school year
can’t come soon enough. Sixty per-
cent of moms and dads polled in a
new Yahoo! Shine survey (Ipsos
OTX MediaCT) say they are
extremely excited for summer
break to end. But ramping up for
the first day of classes can be hec-
tic and frustrating, as parents
race to gather school supplies
while watching their wallets.
The pressure to buy trendy

brands is as fierce as ever. Half of
the parents surveyed said they
buy their children “hip” or
“trendy” brands to help them be
more “popular” or “cool” at school.
And families also say they are
gearing up for a busy year of
after-school activities. Three-
quarters of the 2,001 adults
surveyed say their children partic-
ipate in at least two extracur-
ricular activities.
How can famil ies enjoy a

fresh start in the Fall while
keeping the stress at bay? There
are lots of ways technology can
help parents manage spending
and scheduling. Here are a few
tips from Yahoo! Web Life Editor
Heather Cabot:
•Organize Your In-box. For

starters, you can get a handle on
electronic clutter in your in-box by

making use of the new Yahoo!
Mail service. The new mail format
allows you to access the Web tools
you use most without leaving your
in-box.
From tracking your back-to-

school purchases with the All My
Purchases App to instantly
responding to Facebook messages
and sending PTA meeting Evites,
Yahoo! Mail is the hub for all your
e-traffic and will help you earn
“Supermom” status.
•Get More Done With

Apps. Instead of wasting time
searching through a marketplace
of hundreds of apps to find the
best grocery list maker, calorie

counter or comparison shopping
tool, now you can take all the
guesswork out of finding the
apps you need most. Yahoo!
AppSpot is a fast, easy way to
discover new apps that are just
right for you. Each day, you get
daily picks based on the apps you
already use and that are most
important to you. For more infor-
mation, visit appspot.yahoo.com.

•Don’t Miss Out On Deals.
Don’t waste time surfing the
entire Web for sales and promo-
tions. Instead, let Yahoo! Deals do
the coupon clipping for you. The
deal website scours the Web to
find coupons, sales and bargains
to save you money.
At deals.yahoo.com, visitors

can find everything from cheap
daily deals to codes for online
coupons, free grocery coupons and
printable local coupons for all
their favorite stores and products.
Plus, committed bargain

hunters can sign up for deal
newsletters from coupon sites,
including RetailMeNot.com and
FatWallet.com, for instant alerts
on sales.
According to Cabot, a little

organization can go a long way
when it comes to organizing your
online life, finding bargains and
reducing back-to-school stress.

ThreeWaysTo CopeWith Back-To-School Stress

Using the latest technology can
help you manage the flow of elec-
tronic clutter in your in-box—and
stay on top of the latest trends.

(NAPSA)—Even as federal tax
credits for traditional heating and
cooling systems have decreased,
incentives for geothermal systems
remain considerably higher—at
30 percent of the installed cost of
the system with no limit. In fact,
homeowners can take advantage
of the federal residential renew-
able energy tax credit through
December 31, 2016. What’s more,
the credit is retroactive to Jan. 1,
2009 and can be used in combina-
tion with utility rebates and state
tax incentives to make geothermal
systems more affordable than
ever.
The savings associated with

operating a geothermal system are
just as attractive. By taking advan-
tage of the abundant source of free
solar energy stored in the earth to
heat and cool a home, a geothermal
heating and cooling system can
save homeowners as much as 70
percent on their cooling bills in
summer. The system can also pro-
vide supplemental hot water, sav-
ing homeowners even more.
Instead of being extracted from the
ground to preheat hot water, the
heat comes from the house.
A geothermal system offers a

number of other benefits, including
even distribution of heating and
cooling for improved comfort, a
reduced carbon footprint, improved
indoor air quality, quiet operation,
little to no maintenance and a life
span that exceeds 24 years.
To qualify for the tax credit, res-

idential systems must meet
ENERGY STAR requirements. Home-

owners can file for the credit by
completing the Residential Energy
Efficient Property Credit, Form
5695. A copy of the form, as well as
an informative brochure that
explains the federal tax incentive
and a listing of those products that
qualify for the tax credit, is avail-
able on the WaterFurnace website
at www.waterfurnace.com.
To learn more about federal tax

credits and the many other bene-
fits that a geothermal system
offers, visit the site or talk to a
WaterFurnace expert at (800)
GEO-SAVE.

Tax Incentives Continue For Geothermal Systems

The ground around your home
can provide family and friends
with warmth and comfort inside
the house.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
people in business these days, an
ability to be in two places at once
would do a lot for your bottom line.
While you can’t quite achieve

that, today’s technology does make
it at least partly possible. That’s
because Web conferencing lets you
meet with anyone, anywhere, in
real time from your computer or
your mobile device—wherever you
happen to be. It combines desktop
sharing through a Web browser
with phone conferencing and video,
so everyone sees each other and
sees the same thing—it’s just like
you’re all in the same room.
What The Research Reveals
A study by Outsource Research

found half of all meetings are spon-
taneous and mostly in the main
workplace. With Web conferencing,
people in remote offices, traveling
or working at home can all still
join in easily and instantly—even
if the meeting is ad hoc.
You can even schedule, host and

attend meetings right from your
iPhone, BlackBerry or any other
Wi-Fi or 3G-enabled mobile device.
All your meeting participants need
is the app on their device and they
can join your online meeting. And
as the host, you give anyone the
presenter role anytime you like.
You can even transfer the meeting
from your phone to your desktop
with a flick of your wrist.

A full portfolio of Web conferenc-
ing solutions can take you from an
occasional one-on-one meeting to a
webinar or an online event with
5,000 participants.

What You Get
Web conferencing lets you:
•Meet with everyone you need,

wherever they are;
•Share PowerPoint, Excel and

Word documents or draw on a vir-
tual whiteboard;
•Give product demos and share

information;
•Record meetings, so even if

someone can’t make the meeting,
he or she doesn’t miss a thing.

Peace Of Mind Included
You and your company can save

time, trouble and money and even
help the environment because you

can cut down on travel.
You can count on the highest

levels of performance and security
because every meeting is delivered
over a highly secure, scalable and
available meeting network. Plus,
you have a variety of security
options—such as meeting pass-
word protection—to control who
attends and ensure that all your
data is safe, every time. Upgrades
and patches are automatic.
Because WebEx is Web confer-

encing software as a service
(SaaS), there’s no complicated
hardware installation or software
maintenance.

What Else To Get
Other types of business technol-

ogy you may consider, the experts
at the U.S. Small BusinessAdminis-
tration say, include:
Accounting software. Even if

you have an accountant, it can
help you see your profits and losses
at a glance and design and main-
tain a budget.
Planning software. A calen-

dar system can help you keep orga-
nized.
Time-tracking software. It

can help you determine what tasks
can be eliminated, outsourced or
improved.

Learn More
You can find more information

online at www.webx.com or call
(877) 509-3239.

Making Meetings More Efficient And Effective

A big help for small to medium-
size businesses is an ability to
attend meetings from anywhere
via iPhone and iPad.




