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(NAPSA)—To keep your car on
the road longer, now is the time to
spring for vehicle maintenance. 

“Preventative maintenance is
the key to maintaining optimum
performance for your vehicle,” said
Pietro Gorlier, president and CEO
of Mopar, Chrysler Group LLC’s
service, parts and customer-care
brand. 

According to the Car Care
Council, 80 percent of vehicles
inspected experienced at least one
part or system failure.

What To Do
Mopar recommends six ways to

stay out of such statistics. 
• Check Tires. Air pressure

should be checked on all tires,
including the spare. Inspect tread
and sidewall areas for uneven or
irregular wear. Replace any tires
that are worn or damaged. 

• Check Fluid Levels. Engine
oil should be changed regularly. All
vehicle fluids and lubricants
should be checked and changed at
recommended intervals. A good
fuel filter traps contaminants
before they reach the engine. For
diesel engines, a 7-micron diesel
fuel filter from Mopar can keep
water from contaminating injector
pumps and fuel injectors. 

• Check Engine Belts and
Hoses. Prevent a breakdown or
serious engine damage by replac-
ing belts and hoses at recom-
mended intervals. They should
meet stringent quality standards
and offer precise fit, optimal ser-
vice life and original-equipment
performance. 

• Change Air Filter. Engines
need to breathe. Restrict the sup-
ply of air and they won’t work as
well as they should—something
that’s usually reflected in higher
fuel consumption. A new air filter
will allow clean, unrestricted air
flow into the engine and help

ensure proper performance and
longer life. 

• Check Battery. Whether it’s
the first start-up in the morning
or having the reserve power to
run the air conditioning and other
accessories, the battery is a criti-
cal source. Have batteries tested
and replaced if necessary. 

• Check Wiper Blades. For
optimal visibility and quiet opera-
tion, get all-season wiper blades
built for the long haul with a
strong, all-metal superstructure for
durable, reliable performance.
Mopar even has an innovative
wear indicator that turns from
black to green to yellow as the
blades wear. 

In addition, Gorlier says, al -
ways follow the recommended
maintenance schedule in your
vehicle’s owner ’s manual. His
company, Mopar, is the source for
all original-equipment parts for
Ram, Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep
vehicles. 

Learn More
For more information and to find

a service location, visit Ram.com,
Dodge.com, Chrysler.com, Jeep.com
or Mopar.com.

Get Your Car Set For Travel Season

Preventative maintenance is the
key to maintaining optimum perfor-
mance for your vehicle.

(NAPSA)—Three is no longer a
crowd when it comes to family liv-
ing arrangements—new research
shows that more families are
squeezing everyone from grand-
parents to grandchildren into one
household. Coldwell Banker Real
Estate recently surveyed its
national network of real estate
professionals and found that 37
percent have seen an increase in
buyers looking to purchase homes
for more than one generation of
their family. Furthermore, about
6.6 million households had at
least three generations of family
members, an increase of 30 per-
cent in a decade, according to U.S.
Census Bureau figures.

The survey found that agents
and brokers cited financial rea-
sons as the leading factor (39 per-
cent) driving this trend among
their home buyers and sellers.
However, monetary reasons were
not the only factor that played
into the decision.

“While saving money is cer-
tainly an incentive for buying a
home that accommodates multiple
generations, the benefits go be -
yond financial reasons,” says
Diann Patton, the Coldwell
Banker Real Estate consumer spe-
cialist. “With two or three genera-
tions living under one roof, fami-
lies often experience more flexible
schedules and quality time with
one another, and can better juggle
child care and elder care.”

With more people looking for
multigenerational homes, Patton
recommends that home buyers
who fit this description make sure
they are clear about their exact
needs. Some families may just
want additional bedrooms for fam-
ily members, while others require
areas with a separate kitchen or
entrance, handicap accessibility or

even a larger garage. Desired
location may also be influenced by
proximity to local hospitals, senior
centers or other important activi-
ties for family members.

Extended families purchasing a
home together should also con-
sider signing a written contract
outlining everything from fi -
nances to chores and child care.
Each family should assess its situ-
ation individually and find a plan
that works best for them all. 

As more multigenerational
buyers enter the marketplace,
sellers with homes that fit the bill
may find themselves at an advan-
tage. Whether it’s a garage apart-
ment turned into a “mother-in-law
suite” or a refurbished basement,
this separate space can help one
home stand apart from the others
on its block. 

Ultimately, communicating with
family members and consulting
with real estate professionals are
key steps in the process. “Talk to
everyone involved and determine
how comfortable the family mem-
bers are about sharing bathrooms,
office space or common areas and
let that guide your search,” Patton
advises. “All these topics are
incredibly important in finding the
right kind of home to fit the family.”

Multigenerational Families 
Squeezing Under One RoofEntertaining Idea

(NAPSA)—Drive-ins may be
few and far between, but there’s
an easy way to bring the fun and
excitement of watching films out-
side into your own backyard.

Both adults and kids may be
happy to learn that an inflatable
movie screen, such as the Airblown
Inflatable Widescreen Movie
Screen from Gemmy, can help turn
any patio into an entertaining
party space. Here are a few ideas
for family fun:

• Taking your whole family to
the movies can add up, but rent-
ing a DVD and watching it on the
widescreen can be just as much
fun, and the kids can run around.

• Kids getting restless? Hook
up their favorite video games and
let them invite a few friends over. 

• Family reunion time? Show
footage of family events from
throughout the year.

When you’re done, the screen
collapses to fit inside a storage
bag. The screen is available at
Walmart.com, HomeDepot.com,
Target.com and other online
retailers. 

Movie time in your backyard can
be more fun for parents of small
children than asking them to sit
still in a theater.

(NAPSA)—How do you improve a
classic? Just add robots, cyborgs and
interstellar space travel. That’s what
Quirk Books and best-selling author

Ben H.
Winters
did when
they re-
imagined
Leo Tol-
s t o y ’ s
m a s t e r -
piece to
c r e a t e
“Android
Karenina, ”
a steam-
p u n k -
inspired
retelling of
“ A n n a
Karenina.”

Jason
Rekulak,
associate
publisher
at Quirk
B o o k s

and editor of the Quirk Classics
series, explains: “Everyone remem-
bers ‘Anna Karenina’ for the
romance and adultery, but Tolstoy’s
novel also explored how new tech-
nology was changing the landscape
of 19th century Russia.” Rekulak
asked Ben H. Winters, author of
The New York Times best seller
and monsterpiece “Sense and Sen-
sibility and Sea Monsters,” to push
that new technology even further.
Winters introduced robots and
rocket ships to the story and

rewrote the love story within the
context of a larger-than-life science
fiction novel. 

Quirk Books began the literary
mash-up craze in 2009 with The
New York Times best-selling “Pride
and Prejudice and Zombies” by Seth
Grahame-Smith and Jane Austen.
W i t h
m o r e
than 1
m i l l i o n
copies in
print, it
has been
t r a n s -
l a t e d
into 20
l a n -
g u a g e s
a n d
optioned
to be -
come a
film star-
ring Natalie Portman. Inspired by
the original novel, Quirk recently
published “Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls,” a
prequel by award-winning novelist
Steve Hockensmith. Already a New
York Times best seller, this terrify-
ing and hilarious book explains
the genesis of the zombie plague
in early 19th-century England
and tells the story of young Eliza-
beth Bennett evolving from a
naïve young teenager into a
slayer of the undead. All four
books are available wherever
books are sold. For more informa-
tion, visit www.quirk classics.com.

When Machines And Monsters Meet The Classics

The pursuit  of  love
can be tantalizingly
terrifying—especially
when you add a robot
uprising.

(NAPSA)—Reynolds® Baked for
You® StayBrite™ Baking Cups
have a line of fashion-inspired
designs that won’t fade during
baking, thanks to their
StayBrite™ foil lining. For infor-
mation, recipes and inspiring
ideas for making your own cup-
cakes, visit www.Reynolds
 CupcakeCentral.com. 

**  **  **
Chef Jennifer Schaertl, author

of “Gourmet Meals in Crappy Lit-
tle Kitchens,” recommends all-
natural choices like Wholly Gua-
camole, which can be used as a
snack or quick entrée. “Adding
freshly chopped ingredients such
as cilantro, onions, tomatoes,
peaches or mangoes makes it
homemade.” For more informa-
tion, visit www.eatwholly.com.

**  **  **
People with arthritis can now

get a set of no-sew fasteners that
look like buttons but are actually
easy-to-use VELCRO® brand clo-
sures. Each Button Conversion
Kit includes nine sets of buttons to
iron on. Learn more at
www.velcro.com or (800) 235-6640. 

**  **  **
For their extraordinary efforts

in serving others through volun-
teerism, 10 middle and high
school students from across the
country have been named Amer-
ica’s top 10 youth volunteers for
2010 in the 15th annual Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards. 

**  **  **
The Eldercare Locator is the

first step to finding resources for
older adults in any U.S. commu-
nity, such as meal delivery, trans-
portation and financial assis-
tance. Call the Eldercare Locator
at (800) 677-1116 or visit
www.eldercare.gov to learn about
resources. 

***
One important key to success is self-confidence. An important key
to self-confidence is preparation.

—Arthur Ashe   
***

***
Modest egotism is the salt of 
conversation.

—Henry van Dyke   
***

***
Don’t look back. Something
might be gaining on you. 

—Satchel Paige
***

***
Honesty is the cornerstone of
all success, without which con-
fidence and ability to perform
shall cease to exist.

—Mary Kay Ash   
***

California’s almond crop is
the biggest in the world.




