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(NAPSA)—A teacher who
started a program that pairs chil-
dren with dogs to teach students
responsibility, anger management
and the importance of consistency
is being recognized for her results. 

Since Jennifer Wise, a teacher
at the Dorothy Thomas Center in
Tampa, Fla., started the Kids
and Canines program, atten-
dance of participating students
has improved by 52 percent, math-
ematics scores have increased by
approximately 39 percent and
reading levels have gone up by 12
percent. 

These achievements led to the
program receiving the  “Best in
Class” honor in the 2005 ING
Unsung Heroes award program in
celebration of the program’s 10th
anniversary. 

Over the past 10 years, the ING
Unsung Heroes awards program
has recognized nearly 1,000 K-12
educators nationwide with more
than $2.3 million in grants for
their innovative teaching methods,
creative educational projects and
ability to make a positive influence
on the children they teach. 

“Jennifer’s Kids and Canines
program has had a dramatic
impact on the lives of our students
as well as members of the Tampa
community,” said Principal Tony
Giancola. “Many of these kids have
troubled family lives, and not only
has their well-being improved, but
also the quality of their perfor-
mance in school. We want to thank
ING for its additional grant to help
us continue the program for the
years to come.” 

With her original grant of
$27,000 as the first-place ING

Unsung Heroes awards winner in
2003, Wise was able to expand
her Kids and Canines program,
where at-risk middle school tru-
ant students at the Dorothy
Thomas Center train golden
retriever puppies to become assis-
tance dogs for the physically dis-
abled in the community. 

The 2005 ING Unsung Heroes
first-, second- and third-place win-
ners include: 

• First place: Peggy Carlisle of
Pecan Park Elementary in Jack-
son, MS for her “Kenyan Project.”
Through a partnership with three
bush schools serving students in
Kitale, Kenya, the project helps
Carlisle’s students gain first-hand
accounts of life in another country
by learning Swahili, writing let-
ters to the Kenyan students and
communicating with the schools
through an exchange of class
books and photographs. Peggy
and Pecan Park Elementary were
awarded $27,000.

• Second place: Carol Burch of
Hannibal High School in Hanni-
bal, N.Y., for her “Wind or PV:
What Should it Be?” program,

which provides more than 150
ninth grade physics and environ-
mental science students the
opportunity to become hands-on
researchers and engineers of two
types of renewable energy genera-
tion systems, for potential use
throughout the Hannibal school
district. Carol and Hannibal High
School were awarded $12,000. 

• Third place: Alan Crawford
and Kathleen Dyer of Rio Grande
City High School in Rio Grande
City, Texas for their “Voice of the
Valley” literature program, in
which more than 260 students will
conduct interviews with local
members of their community about
their immigration experiences and
transform the transcripts into a
vivid, 300-page book. Crawford,
Dyer and Rio Grande City High
School were awarded $7,000. 

“This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the ING Unsung
Heroes awards program, where
we celebrate and honor outstand-
ing educators around the country
whose work to pioneer new meth-
ods and teaching techniques is
sometimes overlooked,” said Bill
Jasien, senior vice president of
ING U.S. Financial Services. 

“Our strong commitment to
building a sound educational
foundation through our awards
program is part of ING’s responsi-
bility as a member of America’s
corporate community.” 

To learn more, visit www.
ing.com/us/unsungheroes. Applica-
tions for the 2006 ING Unsung
Heroes awards are available
there. Applicants can also call
800-537-4180 or e-mail them at
ing@scholarshipamerica.org.

Awards Program Recognizes Heroes Of Education

An awards program that honors
outstanding educators is cele-
brating its 10th anniversary.

(NAPSA)—Parents have long
used enduring fairy tales and
fables—such as Cinderella, Pinoc-
chio and The Ugly Duckling—to
teach young children life-long
lessons about how to treat others. 

Confirming what caregivers
have instinctively suspected for
years, recent research actually
supports using good books to
teach character values. In fact,
combining reading instruction
with character development has
been proven to raise children’s
reading and writing scores, while
also improving their behavior and
social skills. This ten-year re-
search project has been used to
help create a new program for
schools, called Voices Reading,
published by Zaner-Bloser, a pub-
lisher of language arts and read-
ing resources. 

The program aligns award-win-
ning children’s literature with
important character development
themes. The experts behind Voices
Reading explain why this is a
valuable approach: 

• The most compelling mo-
ments in the lives of young chil-
dren are the challenges and
opportunities associated with
their social relationships. Good
books should provide children
with content worth reading and
discussing—without running
away from the tough issues chil-
dren may face. 

• Because of bullying, teasing
and other disruptive behaviors in
school, many children have an
extremely difficult time focusing on
academic tasks if they haven’t yet
developed social skills. Therefore,

it is critical that children are for-
mally taught character develop-
ment skills at an early age—begin-
ning as early as kindergarten. 

• Effective books address a
universal theme for character
development, such as freedom. An
example is Freedom Summer, an
Ezra Jack Keats book-award win-
ner by Deborah Wiles. A particu-
larly poignant illustration of how
reading can encompass character
development, Freedom Summer
captures two boys’ experiences
with racism—and how their
friendship defied it—following the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of
1964. 

To help young learners make
significant gains in interpersonal
skills while also improving read-
ing comprehension and writing,
parents can visit their local public
library to find a wide selection of
good books that incorporate rele-
vant life lessons. Educators and
caregivers can visit www.zaner-
bloser.com to learn more about
Voices Reading and the research
behind the program. 

Reading For Character:
Why Books Teach Children Good Life Lessons

(NAPSA)—Floral food really
works, say experts at the Califor-
nia Cut Flower Commission. Flo-
ral food is added to the water at
the growers’ nursery and all along
the line of distribution. It has sug-
ars, which feed the flower and an
antiseptic quality that reduces
bacteria. Don’t listen to old wives’
tales about adding aspirin or
bleach to the water. Too much can
harm the flowers. For more tips
on how to keep your cut flowers
fresher longer, visit the CCFC
Web site at www.ccfc.org.

Sealing air leaks in your home
could help cut energy bills up to
20 percent, according to experts
at the EPA ENERGY STAR program.
Leaks are often around plumbing
pipes, light fixtures, chimneys,
soffits and chaseways. The Web
site www.energystar.gov has a
downloadable DIY Guide to home
sealing. The guide is also avail-
able at www.dap.com with prod-
uct recommendations by project.

A built-in central vacuum sys-
tem, which blows no air into the
room, is most effective in reducing
dust mites and other indoor aller-
gens and improving indoor air
quality. With a motor up to five
times more powerful than a con-
ventional vacuum, a central vac-
uum system captures more dust,
dirt and allergens than a conven-
tional upright vacuum. For more
information about central vacuum

systems and indoor air quality,
visit www.beamvac.com.

Winter is the season of decora-
tion. Garlands draped on railings,
over mirrors, on the top of
armoires and along the mantle
add a pretty, festive touch. You
can put them up almost anywhere
with specially designed clips such
as Garland Grabbers. Learn more
at www.decktherails.com.

Trendy countertop materials
are a popular focus for this high-
profile area of the kitchen. For
example, Wilsonart Laminate
recently launched Deepstar, the
first series in the new Wilson-
artHD High Definition Laminate
category. The designs have a nat-
urally weathered, organic look,
such as patinated copper, worn
slate and burnished bronze. To
learn more about Wilsonart Lami-
nate products, call 800-433-3222
or visit countertop.com. 

(NAPSA)—Specialty hospitals
seem to be delivering exactly
what patients want—more cost-
effective, quality care—but
despite market demand, that
growth may not be able to con-
tinue. In March 2005, the Med-
icare Payment Advisory Commis-
sion (MedPAC) recommended that
Congress ban the development of
new specialty hospitals until
2007. Although the proposed bill
to do so is titled the Hospital Fair
Act of 2005, many have said it is
not fair to consumers. 

You may be eligible for pre-
scription savings programs
offered by the pharmaceutical
industry such as the Together Rx
Access program, say experts at
the National Women’s Health
Resource Center. The Together Rx
Access Card helps most cardhold-
ers save 25 to 40 percent on over
275 brand-name medicines and
products. For more information,
visit www.healthywomen.org.
For information about the To-
gether Rx Access program, visit
www.TogetherRxAccess.com or
call 1-800-966-0407.

Epilepsy affects more than 2.7
million Americans and each year
in the United States, approxi-
mately 200,000 people are diag-
nosed with epilepsy for the first
time. For information about

epilepsy and treatment options,
visit www.ortho-mcneilneurolog
ics.com or call 1-800-682-6532.

All women have a right to the
best care possible if they are diag-
nosed with breast cancer. You can
find out more about breast cancer
testing by visiting www.breast
cancer.org. 

One widely used treatment
option for women experiencing a
lack of desire is an all-natural,
hormone-free topical product.
Nonprescription Zestra has
undergone clinical testing and is
proven to increase arousal, plea-
sure and satisfaction. Its effec-
tiveness and lack of side effects
have helped the product become
popular among physicians and
consumers. To find the product,
call 877-493-7872 or visit www.
zestraforwomen.com. 

***
Be not simply good, but good
for something. 

—Henry David Thoreau 
***

***
My life is like a stroll upon the
beach, As near the ocean’s edge
as I can go.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Nature will bear the closest
inspection. She invites us to lay
our eye level with her smallest
leaf, and take an insect view of
its plain. 

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Dreams are the touchstone of
our character. 

—Henry David Thoreau 
***




