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(NAPSA)—For most homeown-
ers, pleasant weather is a time to
spend with family and friends out
in the backyard. The last thing
anybody wants to contend with—
or smell—is an overflowing septic
tank. It can be an embarrassing
and costly mess. 

If you live in one of America’s
25 million homes that have a sep-
tic tank, you’re probably aware
that septic systems require regu-
lar maintenance. Fortunately,
upkeep is fairly simple; you just
need to remember to do it. A fun-
damental, and too often ignored
maintenance step is making sure
there are enough bacteria in the
system. An insufficient amount of
bacteria can keep the system from
breaking down waste matter and
can result in faster sludge build-
up. When sewage builds up too
quickly it can block the system’s
outlet pipe and clog the drain,
causing a backup.

A trusted, 100 percent natural
septic tank additive, like RID-X®

Septic System Treatment Powder
can add billions of bacteria and
enzymes specifically selected to
digest septic system waste. It also
contains Cellulase, the enzyme
best suited for the digestion of
paper waste.

All you have to do is remember
to pour the product down the toi-
let once a month. An easy re-
minder is to always use RID-X the
first Sunday of each month.

It is vital to keep the bacteria
count high month after month
because the water that flows into
the septic tank each time you

flush the toilet or run water down
the drains will gradually wash
away the beneficial bacteria that
populate your septic tank. But
even more important is to perform
basic septic system maintenance
regularly, using a monthly addi-
tive and occasional pumping as
needed.

Septic tanks are sophisticated
waste management systems that
need regular maintenance to run
in top shape. Just as drivers regu-
larly put oil in their cars to keep
the engine running smoothly, so
must septic tank owners remem-
ber that failing to maintain their
septic systems could cause embar-
rassing and costly problems that
can be easily avoided with regular
care. 

For more information on septic
systems and a free septic system
maintenance brochure, call 1-800-
228-4722.

Septic System Maintenance: Simple,Yet Crucial

Regular septic system mainte-
nance can help prevent problems
down the line.

Black Sheep
(NAPSA)—Oil. The very word

connotes power and wealth. But
what if a cheaper substitute could
be found? And what if control of
this new substitute was in the
hands of just one man? That’s the
question R.J. Kaiser explores in his
new thriller, Black Sheep (MIRA
Books, $23.95).

Jonas Lamb has
lived a turbulent
life—six marriages
and an uneven fi-
nancial road. Then
his son, Patrick, a
genetic engineer,
comes to him with a

discovery that could change the
world: an inexpensive substitute
for oil (code named “Black Sheep”).
He needs his father ’s help in
securing financial backing. For
Jonas, this discovery has the
potential to provide him with the
wealth and power he could only
dream of before.

All Jonas needs are the financial
resources to bring about his plan.
But things are never that easy—
and before you can say “Black
Sheep,” word of Patrick’s discovery
is leaked and Jonas has the FBI
and the CIA after him, as well as a
myriad of hit men (and a very
tempting hit woman, too).

As the plot jets from Hong
Kong to San Francisco to France
and back again, the twists multi-
ply and the stakes get higher. Can
Jonas pull it off? Will he be able to
make a fortune, prove himself to
his son and win back his second
wife (and Patrick’s mother) Tess?
Or will he lose it all—including,
quite possibly, his life?

Kaiser’s novels, compared by
Publishers Weekly to those of
Elmore Leonard, are known for
their authenticity. This is a result
of his legal education and his
experience working in U.S. Army
Intelligence, and for Congress and
the United Nations.

Black Sheep is available wher-
ever books are sold. To learn more,
visit www.mirabooks.com.

(NAPSA)—In an effort to bet-
ter serve their customers and
show their love for America and
appreciation of its privileges, mer-
chants of all sizes, all over the
country have banded together.

They’re asking their legislators
and others to protect them from
contracts with suppliers that keep
store owners from really running
their own stores.

One example is the case of
store owner Pat Leahy who hung
an American flag above a cigarette
ad in his shop. The display of
patriotism apparently didn’t sit
right with the representative of
the country’s largest cigarette
company.

Leahy was told initially “the
flag must come down.” His con-
tract with the cigarette producer
prohibited “signage” from being
placed anywhere near the com-
pany’s displays. Leahy objected,
forcing the rep to call his head-
quarters. Only after that call did
the rep tell Leahy “the flag was
OK to hang for now.”

“This is my store; why is some-
one telling me what I can or can’t
do in my store,” Leahy wondered,
adding, “it can really get under
your skin when you own the store
and worked in it for years and
years.”

Finally, he dropped the exclu-
sive contract. Now, he strongly
supports Retail Rights legislation
that would prohibit any tobacco
company from using its market
power to prevent flags, ads or just
about any other legitimate prod-
uct from being promoted, adver-
tised or displayed in retail stores.

“I support Retail Rights because
retailers should have the last word
in their own stores,” Leahy says. 

He’s joined over 13,000 retail-
ers, representing almost 16,000

individual stores, plus consumers,
smaller tobacco companies and
product manufacturers, who have
signed declarations in support of
Retail Rights legislation.

This legislation would return
fair and open competition to the
marketplace and let retailers
manage their businesses in the
best interests of their customers.

Efforts are under way to adopt
or enforce laws in all 50 states to
ensure that retailers, consumers
and companies are protected from
monopolistic practices in cigarette
sales. Retailers could continue to
enter into merchandising con-
tracts with manufacturers but
manufacturers could no longer
limit the size of retailers’ space
directly or indirectly.

Many Americans, retailers and
their customers, are asking state
legislators where they stand on
this issue of retail rights.

Anyone who wants to join in or
learn more can visit www.retail
rights.org.

Fighting For Retailers’ Rights

When a store owner was told fly-
ing the American flag violated his
contract with a cigarette supplier,
the merchant joined thousands of
others in demanding his rights.

(NAPSA)—When a busy day
draws to a close, getting together
with friends and family for a
relaxing meal and a nice glass of
wine can be one of life’s simple
pleasures. Entertaining at home
is a great way to enjoy twilight
time. With a number of creative
foods to choose from, serving your
guests can be simple. Italian food
is a great choice because it’s fast,
easy to prepare, and affordable.
With these tips from Italy’s Bella
Sera wines, gourmet meals can be
both delicious and simple to cook
and serve.

Sophisticated Fare
Italian food is much more than

just pasta and tomato sauce.
Authentic Italian fare involves
many different kinds of meat and
fish, along with a variety of veg-
etables and cheeses. Treat your
palate to some new and inter-
esting flavors by incorporating
unique and unusual foods. Home-
made pesto is a delicious and
easy-to-make sauce that works
well with a variety of pastas. It is
also the perfect accompaniment to
chicken and grilled vegetables. Or
try risotto, a great first course
that can also be a main dish.
Risotto—or rice-shaped pasta—
combines deliciously with toma-
toes, olives, cubed mozzarella
cheese and balsamic vinaigrette.
Pair your pesto or risotto with a
bottle of crisp Italian Pinot Gri-
gio, such as 2002 Bella Sera Pinot
Grigio. This wine, with its me-
dium body and refreshingly crisp
taste, pairs perfectly with grilled
vegetables, light pastas and
seafood.

Bring In The Fresh Food
When planning your menu,

fresh fruits and vegetables will

add a creative flair to any meal.
Instead of using tomato sauce
from a jar, crush fresh summer
tomatoes and add herbs to capture
the distinctive flavors of Italy.
Make a traditional Italian cheese-
cake by garnishing a supermarket
cheesecake with a variety of in-
season berries for a spectacular
dessert that is delicious and
effortless. Add some “zing” to your
dishes with fresh herbs like basil,
mint and parsley, which can easily
be found at local markets. For an
easy, yet sophisticated bite, create
a Margherita pizza. Top pre-made
pizza crust with tomato sauce,
fresh mozzarella and basil leaves,
and serve it with 2002 Bella Sera
Chardonnay. This lightly-oaked
unique style of Italian Chardon-
nay, recently introduced in the
U.S, has flavors of ripe apple,
tropical fruit and vanilla. It is a
perfect match for pizzas, pastas or
grilled chicken.

Easy-To-Prepare Recipes
For these and other great

recipes like Grilled Italian Focca-
cia, Chicken Cacciatore, and Ital-
ian Cassata Cake, check out
www.bellaserawine.com for a vari-
ety of authentic Italian recipes
and more information about food
and wine pairing.

Creative Gourmet Italian Meals 

(NAPSA)—Creative intellectu-
als enjoy peppermint flavors,
while the flirtatious and fun-lov-
ing opt for cinnamon. According to
research conducted at the Smell &
Taste Treatment and Research
Foundation, oral care strip flavors
can provide insight into personal-
ity and character traits. Listerine
PocketPaks® strips contain the
powerful germ-killing ingredients
of Listerine Antiseptic and dis-
solve instantly on the tongue,
killing bad breath germs for up to
90 minutes and providing a clean-
mouth feeling.

One of the most admired pieces
of garden furniture is the Adiron-
dack chair. Durable and valuable
over time, an Adirondack chair
can be built for less than $70.
Secure an Adirondack chair pat-
tern from a home center, hard-
ware store or online site, such as
www.diynet.com and gather tools
needed for this project, such as
Delta Machinery’s ShopMaster
scroll saw, drill/driver, band saw
and disc sander. For more infor-
mation visit www.deltamachin
ery.com or call 1-800-368-1487.

The U.S. Commerce Depart-
ment recently awarded a textile
company its “Export Achievement
Award,” recognizing the firm’s
“export excellence and use of the

Commerce Department’s services
to dramatically increase export
sales and open new international
markets.” Exactly two weeks later,
this same champion export com-
pany announced 400 new U.S. job
cuts, a move bringing its total
2003 layoffs to 600, or 15 percent
of its domestic workforce. The
company’s CEO blamed “increased
imports from Asia” for many of his
problems. The tool maker’s experi-
ence shows the ultimately self-
defeating nature of corporate out-
sourcing to low-wage countries too
poor to consume, say experts at
The U.S. Business & Industrial
Council Educational Foundation, a
Washington research organization
studying U.S. economic, technol-
ogy and national security policy.

***
Have more than thou showest,
speak less than thou knowest.

The fool, in Shakespeare’s
King Lear

***

***
If all the year were playing hol-
idays,
To sport would be as tedious as
to work.

—Shakespeare
***

***
Living with a dog is easy—like
living with an idealist.

—H.L. Mencken
***




