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(NAPSA)—According to the
National Association of the
Remodeling Industry and Remod-
elToday. com, nearly 41 million
homeowners have added to or
improved their houses in the past
two years—a strong indication of
the popularity of home renovation.
Successful remodeling enhances
the beauty, function and value of
your home and can provide a
return on your investment of up to
62 percent if your house is sold
the following year. 

Elements for a
successful renovation

Key factors to consider when
planning your home remodeling
or renovation project include
careful planning, professional
advice and installation and the
use of high-quality materials
from a brand you trust, such as
Stainmaster carpet. Carpet is an
ideal floor covering for home ren-
ovation projects, and with the
variety of options to choose from,
you can select a style of carpet
that meets the needs of you and
your home.

Carpet facts to consider
• Twist—The tighter the twist,

the more the carpet will resist
crushing, matting and changes in
texture.

• Construction—Bulked Con-
tinuous Filament (BCF) nylon
performs better than other types
of fiber.

• Type 6,6 Nylon—Type 6,6
nylon has a tighter molecular
structure to resist stains and soil-

ing and enhanced resiliency to
prevent crushing and matting.

• Durable Stain and Soil Pro-
tection—Stain and soil protection
should endure beyond a few clean-
ings. Stainmaster carpet with its
Advanced Repel System stays 40
percent cleaner.

• Lifetime Anti-static—Look
for built-in anti-static protection
with a lifetime warranty.

• Unique touch—Many carpets
feature revolutionary soft, yet
extremely durable fiber like
Tactesse.

Styling versatility
Featuring more than 1,000

styles in a variety of colors, Stain-
master carpet easily complements
any home’s décor. Outstanding
durability ensures your carpet
will continue looking new for
years to come. 

For more information or to
locate your nearest DuPont Floor-
ing Center or DuPont Master-
Store, call 1-800-438-7668 or visit
www.stainmaster.com.

Home Improvement Is On A Roll

Carpet is an ideal floor covering
for home improvement projects.

New Novel Tells The
Story Of Texas Widows

(NAPSA)—A chance meeting
with five women on a flight to
Amarillo, Texas provided best-
selling author Jodi Thomas with
the inspiration for her latest novel.

Said Thomas, “That experience
gave me the idea for a book about
five women who are thrown
together by chance and bond for
life. The story haunted me until I
finally wrote The Widows of
Wichita County (MIRA Books,
$6.50), my first mainstream novel.”

The story begins with five
women in a small-town hospital
waiting to learn which one is not a
widow from an oil rig accident
near Wichita Falls, Texas. The
women become friends, supporting
each other through the challenges
that life throws in their way.

The book is Thomas’s 17th and
her first contemporary novel. It’s
available wherever books are sold.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.mirabooks.com.

Historical author Jodi Thomas
has created a contemporary
story about women who deal with
friendship, loss and survival.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
motorists, your vehicle has been
with you long enough that you’ve
given it a name. Cars have
become extensions of our families.
They even play a major role in
fond family memories—that is, if
they’ve been treated right.

Let’s face it, cars need to be
cared for in order to stay healthy.
Regular hydration with fluids, like
antifreeze/coolant, and routine
exercise like tune-ups are essen-
tial for maintaining optimal per-
formance. Ignore or skip mainte-
nance routines over a prolonged
period, and you may be asking for
trouble. So, why do so many dri-
vers neglect their vehicles?

“According to the Automotive
Aftermarket Supplier Association,
more than $62 billion worth of
vehicle maintenance went unper-
formed in 2002,” said Sean Lyon,
senior product manager for Auto-
lite. “Ignore potential problems
long enough and your vehicle, like
any other member of your family,
will start talking back to you. And
in this case, actions speak louder
than words.” 

You won’t be able to ignore
engine misfires or overheating for
long. That’s why Lyon recom-
mends quick under-the-hood
inspections every six months.
“Take a look at hoses, wires and
belts. You don’t have to be a mas-
ter mechanic to notice if some-
thing is out of place.”

Lyon says that one simple rou-
tine that helps maintain fuel effi-
ciency and engine performance
while minimizing exhaust emis-
sions is spark plug maintenance.
“Many people underestimate the
importance of a spark plug, but it’s
exposed to more severe stress than
any other part of the engine.” 

A spark plug delivers a high
voltage spark within split-sec-

ond timing, thousands of times a
minute under extremely vary-
ing, always hostile, operating
conditions. 

Lyon suggests having your
spark plugs changed every 30,000
miles, or in accordance with your
owner’s manual. Using premium,
platinum-tipped plugs, such as
Autolite® Double Platinum spark
plugs is also a good idea. Trends
show that an increasing number
of do-it-yourselfers are turning to
platinum plugs due to the
metal’s performance and durabil-
ity characteristics. 

These specific plugs offer top
fuel efficiency, virtually no gap
erosion over their lifetime and are
up to 30 percent more durable
than the average of leading com-
petitors’ plugs. 

“Don’t let vehicle maintenance
intimidate you! If you feel certain
projects, like spark plug mainte-
nance, are out of your league, take
your vehicle to an ASE-certified
mechanic,” suggests Lyon. 

To learn more about spark plug
technology, visit www.autolite.com.
Autolite is a leading provider of
spark plugs and ignition wire sets
for both the Original Equipment
and aftermarket. The brand has
produced more than 9 billion plugs
in its lifetime.

Your Vehicle:The “Spark” Of Your Eye

(NAPSA)—In an age when out-
door recreation is increasingly a
sport of choice—The U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior reports nearly
300 million visitors to our National
Parks annually, and expects that
number to grow by another 100
million in five years—it is every-
one’s responsibility to exercise
responsible outdoor practices.

To help, a not-for-profit pro-
gram has been set up to educate
all types of outdoor enthusiasts on
how to respect and conserve nat-
ural resources.

The group, known as Tread
Lightly!®, focuses on education,
restoration and research in an
effort to empower generations to
enjoy the outdoors responsibly
and “Leave A Good Impression.”
The Tread Lightly! principles are
summarized in its pledge:

Travel and recreate with mini-
mum impact

Respect the environment and
the rights of others

Educate yourself—plan and
prepare before you go

Allow for future use of the out-
doors—leave it better than you
found it

Discover the rewards of respon-
sible recreation

To that end, the group has set
up a Tread Trainer™ program.
Sponsored by the Ford Motor
Company Fund, the program pro-
vides the tools and information
necessary in spreading the mes-
sage of ethical and responsible
recreation by volunteers. 

Through one-day courses held
at various sites around the coun-
try, volunteers can get profes-
sional training on information
and skills in presenting mini-

mum impact principles. The
“leave a good impression” mes-
sage can be spread through work-
shops and training opportunities
for clubs, individuals, organiza-
tions and the general public.

Said Lori Davis, executive
director of Tread Lightly!, “The
program is an essential step
needed to reach the ever-increas-
ing population of individuals out-
doors nationwide. The program
has the ability to spread the mes-
sage to millions by training a rela-
tive few.”

Davis expects this to lead to a
greater level of positive recreation
behaviors among outdoor enthusi-
asts, more opportunity for the
general public to make a differ-
ence and a network of people who
understand responsible recreation
and outdoor ethics, thus aiding in
the conservation of our land and
water resources for future use.

You can learn more online at
www.treadlightly.org or call (800)
966-9900.

Learning To Tread Lightly!

Dianne Olson, Education and
Training Specialist, instructs oth-
ers to Tread Lightly! and Leave a
Good Impression.

(NAPSA)—From having lunch
with a friend to joining a profes-
sional association, networking
should be viewed as an integral
part of anyone’s career path, say
experts at Kelly Services. Always
be prepared. The opportunity to
network can arise at any time or
place. Stay prepared to respond to
opportunity. To learn more, visit
www.kellyservices.com/kcn.

The U.S. has always insisted
that foreign-designed weapon
components be produced in Amer-
ica, but major defense contractors
are tempted, like other industries,
to outsource to cheaper overseas
vendors. Foreign firms have also
bought up hundreds of American
defense contractors and high-tech
companies, moving their research
and technology offshore. The
authority to stop such debilitating
trends exists in current law and
must be enforced, say experts at
the U.S. Business and Industry
Council in Washington, D.C.

With more families staying
close to home this year, that grill
may get a lot of use. That’s why so
many of those backyard grills are
protected with a tough coating
process that looks like paint but

isn’t Powder coating is a dry fin-
ishing process in which finely
ground particles of pigment and
resin are electrostatically charged,
sprayed onto a surface, and
heated. For more information,
visit www.powdercoating.org. 

Your car needs waxing every
couple of months for added protec-
tion. Prestone® Wax is a full syn-
thetic carnauba formula that’s
easier to use than traditional pol-
ishes and compatible with all
types of paint finishes. Unlike
many, this polish can be applied
in direct sunlight. For an even
higher gloss, lightly buff the
whole car with a damp cloth after
all of the wax has been removed. 

***
A nation’s greatness resides not
in her material resources, but
in her will, faith, intelligence
and moral forces.

—James M. Hoppin
***

***
A cloudy day, or a little sun-
shine, have as great an influ-
ence on many constitutions as
the most real blessings or
misfortunes.

—Joseph Addison
***

***
We should allow others’ excel-
lences, to preserve a modest
opinion of our own.

—Isaac Barrow
***




