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(NAPSA)—A new program is
giving small businesses the oppor-
tunity to make big deals—poten-
tially worth billions of dollars.

The national Business Match-
making Program, developed as a
joint effort of the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA) and
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
and sponsored by Hewlett-
Packard (HP), features two-day
regional events in 15 cities around
the country.

Before the events, small busi-
ness owners and buyers complete
online profiles to provide informa-
tion on what each has to offer.
Based on the profiles, the match-
making system will create the
best possible matches and set
appointments.

“The Business Matchmaking
Program offers great potential for
millions of people and thousands
of businesses in the U.S., espe-
cially when you consider federal
agencies spend $200 billion a year
for products and services—and 23
percent of that total—or $46 bil-
lion—must go to small busi-
nesses,” said SBA Administrator
Hector V. Barreto. “With that kind
of economic potential, these
matchmaking events give small
businesses an opportunity to gen-

erate significant sources of new
revenue from government agen-
cies and private companies.”

In addition to the preset
appointments, the matchmaking
events will provide small busi-
nesses valuable insight on financ-
ing options, access to technology
resources and educational semi-
nars on a variety of relevant top-
ics, such as contracting with the
federal government, access to cap-
ital, international trades, business
planning and marketing. Govern-
ment agencies and private compa-
nies will also set up exhibits to
provide additional information.

“This program represents a one-
of-a-kind opportunity for small

businesses to get in front of legiti-
mate buyers with legitimate buy-
ing needs,” said Thomas J. Dono-
hue, president and CEO of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce. “Our goal
is clear: to use this program to pro-
vide a new economic impetus that
many small businesses are looking
for to grow their business—with
that, in turn, playing a key role in
growing the U.S. economy.”

“With small businesses employ-
ing nearly 56 million people and
accounting for more than two-
thirds of all new jobs, the match-
making initiative represents one of
the most important and real eco-
nomic programs of 2003,” said
Duane Zitzner, executive vice pres-
ident ,  HP Personal  Systems
Group. “We believe this program
will provide small businesses with
a major source of new revenue, and
that it will further support the
small business owner ’s unique
ability to continually innovate and
improve productivity.”

To learn more about upcoming
Business Matchmaking Program
events, and to register for upcom-
ing events, visit the SBA Web site
at www.sba.gov/gc or the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce’s Web site
at www.uschamber.com/events/
matchmaking/default.html.

Business Matchmaking: Giving Small Businesses Unique Opportunities

A new matchmaking program
is helping small businesses land
government contracts.

(NAPSA)—Critics are calling
the thrilling new adventure from
Brian Jacques, the best-selling
author of the Redwall books, a

cliffhanger. And
they are right.
Jacques’s latest,
The Angel’s Com-
mand (Philomel
Books, $23.99),
continues the story
of 12-year-old Ben
and his telepathic

dog, Ned, who were part of the
doomed crew of The Flying Dutch-
man. Captained by the evil
Venderdecken, the ship and all
who sailed on her were sentenced
by an Angel to sail the world for
all of eternity. Ben and Ned suffer
the same curse, but because they
were true innocents, they are com-
manded to wander the world for
eternity to help people in distress. 

The novel, a sequel to The Cast-
aways of The Flying Dutchman, is
divided into two parts. In part 1,
La Petite Marie, it is 1632, and Ben
and Ned are in the Caribbean—
home to the most bloodthirsty
pirates ever to sail the oceans.
Befriended by a good-spirited
French pirate, Captain Thuron,
Ben and Ned sail aboard his ship,
which the freebooter Captain Red-
jack Teel is doing his utmost to
send to the bottom of the sea.
Author Jacques leads the reader

on a merry chase among the
islands of the Caribbean as Cap-
tain Thuron skips in and out of
ports, hiding behind islands, yet all
the while trying to sail back to his
home in France to give up pirating
forever. Ben and Ned experience

sea chases and battles, mutiny,
hidden treasures of gold, all the
while trying to aid their captain
and friend to escape his enemies.

But it’s the second part, The
Razan, that Jacques’s ability to
tell strong, dramatic tales is fully
realized. Ben and Ned, leaving
their sea ventures behind them,
meet two young people—Karay a
young gypsy maid with a will of
iron and an imagination that can
overcome all obstacles; and
Dominic, the Face Maker of
Sabada, whose mysterious ability
to capture on canvas the inner
soul rather than the outward
aspect of a person, has made him
many friends...and many enemies. 

Chases through mountain
passes, deep in snow; avalanches,
imprisonment in a dank dungeon
and the friendship of a shaggy old
bear, are only a few facets of 
Ben, Ned, Dominic and Karay’s
adventures. 

New York Times best-selling
author Brian Jacques was born in
Liverpool, England. His story-
telling skills began to take shape
when he volunteered to read to the
students at the Royal Wavertree
School for the Blind. The story-
telling for blind students gave him
the idea for Redwall and honed his
descriptive writing style.

The Angel’s Command is avail-
able at bookstores everywhere. 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE IN A SWASHBUCKLING TALE FROM A BEST-SELLING AUTHOR 

In his latest book, the author of
the world-renowned REDWALL nov-
els shows he can depict human
characters and situations with
drama, humor, warmth and excite-
ment, while keeping readers at the
edge of their seats.

Brian Jacques

(NAPSA)—For those who want
to get the most out of the retire-
ment tax law changes, the maker
of what’s been described as the
number-one selling tax prepara-
tion software has introduced a new
product to make retirement plan-
ning easier. The TurboTax®

Deluxe Retirement Planning Edi-
tion is for anyone who wants to
understand the tax implications.
To learn more visit the Web site at
www.turbotax.com.

The new La-Z-Boy Power
Recliners allow users to recline as
little or as much as they want—
similar to the motorized seat
adjustments in many of today’s
cars. The result is an individual-
ized relaxation experience. The
recliners are available anywhere
La-Z-Boy furniture is sold. Call 1-
800-MAKE A HOME (1-800-625-
3246) or visit www.lazboy.com to
locate a nearby dealer.

New technologies may help
drive down oil and gasoline costs
in the U.S. Research is currently
being done on hybrid motors that
make vehicles burn gas more effi-
ciently, as well as on new types of
materials that make oil-heated
houses less expensive to heat.
However some of the most promis-
ing research focuses on improving
petroleum itself. The U.S. may
someday be able to use a type of
crystal grown on the International
Space Station (ISS) to extract
more gasoline per barrel of oil

than it ever has before. For more
information visit www.space
flight.nasa.gov.

You may get some big surprises
on your credit report someday.
The report may show a few credit
card accounts you never applied
for, all charged to the limit, or a
cellular phone account with a
whopping balance. You may even
be shocked to learn you have a
new address thousands of miles
from your home. If so, you may be
a victim of identity theft, a crime
U.S. Postal Inspectors say is
sweeping the country. To learn
more, or to report a fraud online,
visit the Postal Inspection Service
Web site at www.usps.com/postal
inspectors.

Campbell’s Kitchen at campbellskitchen.com.
Meals Matter at www.mealsmatter.org. 
Etonic at www.etonicdrx.com.
For information on NASDAQ-100 Open travel packages or for tickets,
log onto www.nasdaq-100open.com.
The International Space Station at www.spaceflight.nasa.gov.
The Internet Alliance at www.internetalliance.org.
Safeworld Internet Security 2003 at www.safeworldsoftware.com.
Texas A&M University’s College of Veterinary Medicine at
www.researchfacts.org.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The Roman Emperor Augustus, it’s said, was so afraid of thunder he
would hide in a closet whenever a thunderstorm came up.




