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(NAPSA)—When vacation time
comes and kids have more free
time, there could be good news for
parents searching for interesting
and unique activities.
Lance Burton, world-renowned

magician and magic adviser on
“Oz the Great and Powerful,” rec-
ommends practicing magic as a
fun option for engaging kids at
home. Magic has been enjoyed by
many as a compelling hobby over
the years—even by some celebri-
ties including Neil Patrick Har-
ris, Jason Alexander and Johnny
Carson.
Burton notes, “While the vast

majority of kids who take up
magic as a hobby are not going to
become professional magicians,
magic is great for helping kids
develop many different life skills
while having fun. Mastering the
tricks helps them develop self-
esteem, strengthen mental focus
and enhance physical coordina-
tion. Magic is also a great way to
interact with people and gain new
friends. Kids can learn cool tricks
to share with their peers and at
the same time gain confidence for
future life experiences.”
Burton recalls that he had so

much fun and success teaching
magic to James Franco, who stars
as a great magician in “Oz the
Great and Powerful,” that he
started thinking about how he
could create some simple tips for
parents to encourage their kids to
try magic at an early age.
He suggests:
•Help arouse the young

magicians’ curiosity: The gift of
a magic set is what got many
magicians started. Watching a
movie such as “Oz the Great and
Powerful” on Blu-ray™ or DVD at
home can also inspire. Other films
with magical appeal include “Bed-

knobs and Broomsticks,” “The
Chronicles of Narnia,” “The Sword
in the Stone” and “Mary Poppins.”
•Take a trip to the library:

A very simple way to start learn-
ing about magic is by visiting
the library. Look for books for
beginners.
•Search online: Another

inexpensive way to begin is to sit
together at the computer and
search through the array of basic
tricks that include easy step-by-
step directions.
•Start with simple tricks:

Begin with simple tricks that do
not require difficult sleight of
hand or expensive props. For card
tricks, Burton recommends using
a miniature deck that is made
specifically for kids.
•Practice, practice, prac-

tice: Devote some time to helping
your children practice. Encourage
them to keep trying even if suc-
cess isn’t immediate.
•Provide an audience: Once

your child has mastered a few
tricks, provide the opportunity for
him or her to proudly show off
some newfound skills. Set up a
magic show for the whole family
or friends. You’ll also be helping to
encourage your child and to build
confidence. Burton notes, “The No.
1 fear among adults is fear of pub-

lic speaking. If a child learns to
perform magic for an audience,
he/she is much more likely to also
feel comfortable speaking in pub-
lic, whether on stage or in the
boardroom.”
•Find others who like

magic: Visit magic shows and
shops. Look for a nearby magic
club. The International Brother-
hood of Magicians has chapters in
many communities.
•Have fun: Remember, the

primary objective is to provide
youngsters with a challenging,
engaging way to have fun. Keep-
ing it simple makes it easy to
have fun doing magic.

Learn More
For further information about

the movie, you can visit www.dis
ney.go.com/thewizard. For more
information on Lance Burton,
visit www.lanceburton.com.

Tips On Entertaining Kids

Learning magic can be a great
way for kids to have fun at home.

Actor James Franco learned from
world-renowned magician Lance
Burton while making “Oz the
Great and Powerful.”

(NAPSA)—Just as car owners
have to pay attention to keep their
tires in good shape, farmers also
need to keep farm equipment tires
in mind. Brand, price and conve-
nience may play a part when you
look to buy tires, but a farmer’s
tire choice is much more involved.
Selecting the right tire for a trac-
tor, harvester or grain cart can
have a lasting effect on a farm’s
productivity and the environment
in general.
The good news, experts say, is

that investing the time and trou-
ble required to find the best ag
tire can pay dividends for your
farm and its bottom line.
One of the latest developments

in tractor tires is the YieldBib ag
radial created by Michelin North
America Agricultural Tires. They
deliver better fuel economy, lon-
gevity and traction even in adverse
conditions. And the way the tire
does it helps the environment by
improving tire footprint on the
ground while helping reduce equip-
ment carbon footprints.
Less Impact On The Ground
For starters, the new tire safely

runs at much lower air pressures,
so it spreads the weight of equip-

ment with its longer footprint,
reducing its impact on the ground
so crops grow more readily with
less soil compaction. This reduced
impact can lead to better fuel
economy. Spread over 12–14-hour
days and hundreds of acres, that
means finishing fields sooner,
spending less on fuel and reducing
carbon emissions.
Better For The Environment
The new radial is also de-

signed to withstand stubble dam-
age from today’s stronger crop
stalks so that it lasts longer,
which helps the farmer’s pocket-
book, and with fewer waste tires
tossed into landfills.

Said James Crouch of Michelin
North America, “Farmers have a
lot more factors to think about
when choosing farm tires than
passenger car tires. They have to
select tires that will help them
produce the most crops and help
them be good stewards of the
land. The right farm tire helps
their business at the same time
that it protects the environment.”
To learn more about how farm

tires protect the environment and
farmer investments, visit www.
michelinag.com.

Tread CarefullyWhen BuyingTractorTires

Investing the time and trouble required to find the best tire for your trac-
tor can pay dividends when it comes to your farm and its bottom line.

(NAPSA)—While for many peo-
ple age 26 is when their dreams
are just starting to come true, for
some, life can take a surprising
turn.
Consider Kristie Salerno Kent.

That was the age at which she
was diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis (MS), a chronic, often dis-
abling disease that attacks the
central nervous system. Ms.
Salerno Kent was busily planning
her wedding day, just a few short
months away. Suddenly, she felt
certain that her dreams of becom-
ing a singer, wife and mom were
out of reach.
“I knew I wanted to become a

Broadway star since I was 7 and
performing on a homemade stage
for my family. When I was diag-
nosed with MS, it was just after
completing my degree in theater. I
was beginning to experience
numbness in my legs and feet due
to MS that made me think I would
never be on stage again,” said Ms.
Salerno Kent.
Her new autobiography,

“Dreams: My Journey with Multi-
ple Sclerosis,” provides an inside
look at the fear and denial that
Ms. Salerno Kent, now a patient
advocate, experienced after her
diagnosis and a defining event
that encouraged her to follow her
heart and live out her dreams.
“Like so many people with MS,

for years I didn’t talk to anyone
about what was happening, even
my husband Michael, because it
was too hard to explain. I always
tried to hide my symptoms and
avoided visiting the doctor. But
then I got an opportunity to sing
with a local band and I started to
find the courage to retake control
of my life and speak out about my
MS,” said Ms. Salerno Kent.
She went on to write and pro-

duce her first solo album,

“Believe,” in 2006, which was
listed for several months on the
pop/country music radio charts.
She also started her own music
production company and directed
an award-winning film, “The
Show Must Go On,” to help others
understand the emotional and
physical impact of MS.
Ms. Salerno Kent became in-

volved with MS organizations and
is now a motivational speaker
who shares her story and sings to
inspire many others with severe
health conditions. She lives in
Atlanta, Ga., with her husband
and two children, Kingston and
Giabella. She says it was her fam-
ily that motivated her to stop hid-
ing her symptoms and take steps
to improve her health.
“I like to say that the word

‘dreams’ may end in ‘MS,’ but MS
doesn’t have to end your dreams. I
hope that now my story and my
music can help others to pursue
their own passions and use that
strength to face MS head-on and
get the care they need,” she said.
Her autobiography “Dreams:

My Journey with Multiple Sclero-
sis” is available now as a free
eBook or audiobook download at
www.DreamsTheEbook.com. You
can also catch one of Ms. Salerno
Kent’s performances at several
events—follow her appearances at
www.DreamsTheEbook.com.

New Book On Hope After MS Diagnosis

Kristie Salerno Kent’s autobiog-
raphy shows how she didn’t let
MS end her dreams.

Kristie is a paid spokesperson for Acorda Therapeutics®, Inc. AMP 2405

(NAPSA)—An ASPCA national
poll found that only a quarter of dog
owners (28 percent) and cat owners
(24 percent) say their animals are
microchipped. The ASPCA reminds
pet owners to update the info on
their pet’s collar and microchip, and
to include pets in their evacuation
plan. Learn more at www.aspca.org.

* * *
ZipList.com is now being used by

nearly 4 million families to find and
save new recipes, create their weekly
shopping list, and find local grocery
deals. Learn more on how to save
time and money at www.ziplist.com/
mistakes or download the free
Android or iPhone app at www.
ziplist.com/apps.

* * *
Most women, a recent survey dis-

covered, want a swimsuit with slim-
ming technology. Fortunately, it can
be found in the Lands’ End Slender
Suit. Popular colors and styles range

from black and white to color clash-
ing to the nautical look. Learn more
at www.landsend.com and (800) 800-
5800.

* * *
Mr. Clean Outdoor Pro Multi-

Purpose Spray cuts through grease
and grime on grills, patio furniture
and more. Mr. Clean Magic Eraser
Outdoor Pro is specially designed to
help lift away tough grimewithwater
alone, even in hard-to-reach spaces.
Learn more at www.mrclean.com.

***
When you take charge of your life, there is no longer a need to ask
permission of other people or society at large. When you ask per-
mission, you give someone veto power over your life.

—Geoffrey F. Abert

***




