
(NAPSA)—It’s important to
buy a retirement annuity from an
insurance company with a steady
track record, such as New York
Life Insurance and Annuity Cor-
poration, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of New York Life Insur-
ance Company. For information
on retirement income products,
send an e-mail to retirement_
 income@newyorklife.com.

**  **  **
According to the experts at

Brookdale Senior Living, a lead-
ing owner and provider of high-
quality senior living communi-
ties, senior living residences are a
good economic choice because
they provide residents with fixed
monthly fees, which cover utility
costs and two to three meals a
day. For more information, visit
www.brookdaleliving.com.

**  **  **
Shutterstock, a leading sub-

scription-based online stock photo
agency, recently introduced a
series of pricing plans that allow
you to purchase a handful of roy-
alty-free images, illustrations and
vectors at a time for only a few
dollars apiece—perfect for mar-
keting brochures, news sources,
advertising campaigns and Web
sites. To learn more, visit
www.shutterstock.com. 

**  **  **
There’s a new line of kitchen

knives based on the traditional
shapes of Japanese knives. How-
ever, they’re made using modern
materials. Called Miyabi, the
knives are sold in Japan and are
now available in the U.S. To learn
more, visit www.zwilling.com.�

**  **  **
Combing through all the meth-

ods recommended to keep your
hair beautiful, one truism stands

out: The foundation for truly
beautiful hair is a healthy scalp.
When choosing a shampoo, look
for one with a rich zinc compound
formula, such as the Head and
Shoulders hair care system.

**  **  **
A landmark study that sur-

veyed 1,500 women and 500 men
offers an in-depth look at women’s
attitudes toward financial secu-
rity issues and what women want
from their professional service
providers to develop the trust that
leads to a business relationship.
The results were often surprising.
For the complete results, visit
www.statefarm.com.

**  **  **
“The best public speakers are

made, not born,” said Robert
Geline, president of 144 Media
LLC, a public relations firm with
offices in New York City and the
San Francisco area. For more
information, go to www. 144
 media.com or call (212) 203-8182.

**  **  **
There are a number of factors

that influence auto insurance
rates. For instance, State Farm
has a Good Driver Discount® and
may offer discounts on premiums
to customers who purchase other
policies, such as life or home-
owners.  Visit  www.Roadand
 Travel.com. 
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(NAPSA)—Small businesses often
find they can’t get the credit they
deserve—or need. Many consumers
might be surprised to learn that an
estimated seven out of 10 small busi-
nesses in America don’t qualify for
traditional bank loans and must look
elsewhere for capital. 

This can sometimes mean tak-
ing on high-priced alternatives to
stay afloat. For example, Merchant
Cash Advances—also known as
MCAs—let a lender purchase a
merchant’s future credit card sales
at a discount. This can result in
interest rates of more than 150 per-
cent APR. Some see these as a form
of predatory lending, and as a
result, 1,000 U.S. mayors have
recently passed a resolution de-
nouncing MCAs altogether. 

Now, one company is working to
change all that with what it
describes as a new approach to
small-business lending. The com-
pany—On Deck Capital—looks
beyond a small-business owner’s
personal credit score, studying the
performance of the business, its
bank activity, transaction data,
business credit and other data to
evaluate the overall health of the
business. Through this model, it is
able to double the number of busi-
nesses that can access affordable
loans. 

According to the company’s
founder, Mitch Jacobs, “Everyone
agrees that well-run small busi-
nesses drive our economy, but
unfortunately, the evaluation

model employed by traditional
lenders is designed to identify the
challenges a business faces, not
their successes.”

“Some clients are using their
loans to maintain their business
during this difficult time, but
most are using it to grow, open
new locations and pursue the
American dream. If we give small
businesses the tools they need to
succeed, our economy will thrive,”
said Jacobs. 

For example, one individual who
owns a mail-order business selling
fishing gear saw sales growing
after four years in business. Unfor-
tunately, his loan applications were
continuously denied by banks. He
found On Deck Capital after
searching for alternative loan
options and was approved for a
$50,000 loan within days. 

In another case, the owner of a
store specializing in soccer equip-

ment for men, women and students
explored MCAs as a form of financ-
ing after banks rejected her loan
requests. She turned down their
predatory offers and selected
Jacobs’ company after realizing
that she would have lost 25 percent
of her daily credit card sales to the
cash advance. She said that she
found On Deck’s pricing to be much
more straightforward and liked the
fact that there were no strings
attached. 

To learn more, visit www.
ondeckcapital.com. 

New Approach To Business Lending Emphasizes Success 

If we give small businesses the
tools they need to succeed, our
economy will thrive. 

Simple Steps to Take Before 
Applying for a Loan 

 • Prepare for diligence.
   − Have your bank statements, payment 

processing statements, tax returns and 
other information ready.

 • Research potential lenders. 
   − Apply to lenders that work with 

businesses of your profile.
   − Determine if they can meet your needs 

in terms of amount, timing, etc.
 • Review your credit report to be sure it is 

accurate.
   − If not, take necessary actions to make 

sure errors are corrected and your credit 
score reflects the changes.

 • Be smart with existing credit.
   − Be sure to pay bills on time and don’t go 

into overdraft.
   − Show lenders you are creditworthy.

Louder Than Words
(NAPSA)—An informative new

book shares the story of one
mother’s inspiring journey to find
a cure for her son’s autism. 

The journey started one traumatic
morning when actress Jenny McCar -
thy discovered that her son, Evan,
was having a seizure in his bed and
had to be rushed to the hospital. 

Doctor after doctor
misdiagnosed Evan
until —after many
har rowing, life-threat-
ening episodes—one
doctor diagnosed Evan
as autistic.

The book, “Loud -
er Than Words”

(Plume), follows McCarthy as she
discovers an intense combination
of behavioral therapy, diet and sup-
plements that became the key to
saving her son. 

With sheer determination,
sweat, tears and controversial
(but proven) methods, McCarthy
has dramatically improved her
son’s diagnosis; he currently
attends a mainstream school,
interacting with children and
adults as if he were a typical kid.

Autism currently affects one in
150 children. The book sheds
much-needed light on autism
through McCarthy’s own heart-
break and struggle, and provides
an ultimately hopeful example of
how parents can shape their chil-
dren’s lives and happiness. 

Available wherever books are
sold.

(NAPSA)—An innovation in
women’s jeans and career pants
could prove once and for all that
size doesn’t matter. 

To fit and flatter, clothes need
to correspond to the shape and
proportion of your curves. As
every designer, stylist or fashion
editor knows, the secret to find-
ing a perfect pair of pants is
selecting the fit that flatters
your shape. 

And today’s style-savvy fash-
ionistas know that women can be
fashionable—and dress with confi-
dence—without spending a lot of
money on clothes.  

One way to find such flattering,
affordable fashions is to try the
innovative Right Fit fitting sys-
tem, available at Lane Bryant,
Fashion Bug and Catherines
stores. The system offers women
of every shape the right fit at the
right price. Using a high-tech
scanning machine, researchers
took the measurements of nearly
50,000 women—the most compre-
hensive fit research in the past 50
years—and the result was a fit-
ting system that offers women of
every shape the right fit.  

Fitologists combined the data
from the scans to create three
body types: 

• Right Fit Red: Think red-hot
curves like Jennifer Hudson’s  

• Right Fit Yellow: For 24K
gold athletic and straight-fit
women like Serena Williams and
Nicole Kidman 

• Right Fit Blue: Voluptuous,

pure womanly curves like Kim
Kardashian’s.

For more information, visit
www.RightFit.com. 

Finding A Fit To Flatter

Being well dressed is about fit,
confidence and finding afford-
able fashion to fit your budget.

(NAPSA)—The MedicAlert Kid
Smart program ensures that chil-
dren’s medical records are imme-
diately available through trained
operators to emergency respon-
ders to help with their treatment
decisions. For information about
asthma and other children’s con-
ditions, visit www.medicalert. org/
 pta.

**  **  **
A new medication from Abbott

called  SIMCOR can lower bad cho-
lesterol (LDL) while raising good
cholesterol (HDL). For more in -
formation, visit www.simcor tab
 lets.com.

**  **  **
A health care discount pro-

gram offers savings on prescrip-
tions, vision care, dental care,
complementary and alternative
health care treatments, vitamins
and supplements by mail and
more than 1,500 fitness clubs
nationwide. Called HealthSaver,
it’s offered by Affinion Group.
Learn more at www.health
 saver. com and (800) 743-2584.

***
Age considers; youth ventures.

—Rabindranath Tagore
***

***
Age is a matter of feeling, not
of years.

—George William Curtis
***

***
As a man grows older it is
harder and harder to frighten
him.

—Jean Paul Richter
***

***
None are so old as those who
have outlived enthusiasm.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
You’ll find as you grow older
that you weren’t born such a
great while ago after all. The
time shortens up.

—William Dean Howells

***
No man is ever old enough to
know better. 

—Holbrook Jackson
***




