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(NAPSA)—Most Americans
have probably never thought
about it much, but farming in the
1920s wasn’t a sophisticated
process. It was a job requiring
long days in the fields with mod-
est equipment. At that time, the
world’s population was only 1.5
billion. By 1940, the population
had reached 2.3 billion and tradi-
tional farming methods could not
sustainably feed the population.

Science In Agriculture
Today, we face the same prob-

lem on a much larger scale. How
do we feed a growing population
while using less land to produce
higher yields? The answer may
well lie in agriculture’s next sci-
ence revolution—analytics.
The centuries-old trial-and-

error method of crossbreeding
plants is no longer optimal. Sus-
tainably increasing productivity is
no easy task, but plant breeders
are on a hunt for seeds with
inherently higher yields.
“People typically talk about the

art of plant breeding,” said Joseph
Byrum, head of soybean seed prod-
uct development for Syngenta.
“We’re interested in the science.”
That may be one reason Syn-

genta was recently named winner
of the Franz Edelman Award for
Achievement in Operations
Research and the Management
Sciences. The win was for the
company’s “Good Growth Through
Advanced Analytics” entry, which
focused on soybean breeding.
With new tools that took more

than four years to develop, the com-
pany’s soybean breeding team uses
advanced mathematics and new
technologies to develop higher-

yielding soybean varieties. Through
increased genetic gain—the rate at
which a breeder makes genetic
improvements to yield—the pro-
gram is improving soybean variety
accuracy, selection intensity, genetic
variation and generation time.
This means these new breeding

tools allow for the creation of soy-
beans that inherently produce
higher yields and farmers seeing
seeds that can deliver a new level
of results.
In fact, when the Soy Capital

Ag Services, an independent orga-
nization, tested 20 soybean vari-
eties, these NK soybeans domi-
nated field trials, taking the first-,
second- and third-place wins for
highest yield.
“Before we began using these

tools, we realized that an average
annual increase in yield across
our soybean varieties was about
0.8 bushels per acre,” said Byrum.
“That average is now closer to 2.5
bushels per acre. This new
approach is truly transforma-
tional for our industry.”

Learn More
For further information, visit

www.syngenta-us.com.

Bred For Success: Helping FarmersWork Smarter

Scientists modernize plant
breeding process to help farmers
have higher crop yields.

(NAPSA)—Their high school
can help young men get good jobs
and money for college in a sur-
prising way.
That’s because with the help of

the high school registrar, stu-
dents can sign up with the Selec-
tive Service System. Any young
man who doesn’t do so within 30
days of turning 18 is not only
breaking the law, he’s ineligible
for Pell Grants, Federal Work-
Study and Guaranteed Student
PLUS Loans, federal job training
and federal jobs.
Fortunately, fulfilling this

obligation can be simple. In addi-
tion to going to see a volunteer
high school registrar, you can
check block #22 on the Federal
FAFSA Student Aid Application or
go online at www.sss.gov from a
smartphone or computer. You can
also get a registration form at any
U.S. post office.
To help keep things clear, here

are the answers to some common
questions about the Military
Selective Service Act:
Q. Who has to register?
A. All young men, including

immigrants, regardless of their
status, are required to register
within 30 days of their 18th birth-
day. Immigrants who arrive after
their 18th birthday must register
within 30 days of their arrival if
younger than 26.
Q. In addition to being in

compliance with the law, what
are the benefits of registering?
A. Proof of registration is

required when applying for many
college loans and grants as well as
jobs.
It is also necessary for jobs

with many state and municipal
governments as well as govern-
ment contractors. Some places
even require it when applying for
a driver’s license.
In addition, the U.S. Citizen-

ship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) makes registration with
Selective Service a condition for
U.S. citizenship for any man who
first arrived in the U.S. before his
26th birthday.
Q. What happens if I don’t

register?
A. A man who fails to register

may, if prosecuted and convicted,
face a fine of up to $250,000 and/or
a prison term of up to five years.
Q. What if I don’t live in

the U.S.?
A. Young Americans living

overseas may register at any U.S.
Embassy or consular office.
Q. How can I find out more?
A. For further facts and to sign

up, go to www.sss.gov.

Get HelpWith Career And College Assistance

With help from volunteers at their
high school, young men can sign
up for Selective Service and all
the career and education advan-
tages that can bring.

(NAPSA)—Whether it’s your
parents, grandparents, aunt,
uncle or neighbor, you likely
received guidance from or looked
to older people in your life as
you’ve tried to become more inde-
pendent and deal with change and
everyday challenges. August 21 is
National Senior Citizens Day, and
it’s an ideal time to honor seniors
for the wisdom and care they have
provided us, and also to celebrate
the members of the older genera-
tion by finding ways to enhance
their lives as they age.
There’s No Place Like Home
Nearly 90 percent of seniors

want to age in place—stay in their
own homes as they get older. But
one out of three seniors suffers a
fall each year, according to the
CDC. Making an older person’s
home as safe as possible is inte-
gral to helping him or her main-
tain this independence. Walking
through seniors’ daily routine
with them, from the time they get
out of bed to when they go back to
sleep, can reveal patterns in how
they navigate their home and any
potential hazards. By identifying
the areas of concern and making
necessary adjustments, you can
decrease the risk of an accident
and seniors can reside more confi-
dently in their own home.

Stay Connected
Technology now allows grand-

parents to FaceTime their chil-
dren and grandchildren across the
globe or even in the next town,
and seniors to reconnect with
classmates of decades past via
Facebook. Older generations can
create, build and maintain quality
social relationships with the con-
venience and ease of social media.
Seniors have a multitude of online
outlets to share updates, photos
and videos with loved ones. To
help them stay in touch, ensure
that the seniors in your life have
reliable Internet connectivity, and
help them set up social media
accounts if they don’t have one
already. In-person interaction is
ideal, but keeping in touch
through computers, tablets and
smartphones is a great way to
supplement seeing and speaking
with each other.

Everyone’s Wearing
Technology

Wearable technology like the
Apple Watch is popular among

younger audiences, but wearable
fitness trackers and medical alert
devices can provide great benefits
to seniors as well. In the event of
a fall or accident where it’s impos-
sible to get to a phone to call for
help, a medical alert device imme-
diately connects the injured to
emergency services. Because that
person’s medical history and
health needs are on file, first
responders can more easily treat
them. With help a push of a but-
ton away, medical alert devices
give seniors peace of mind even
beyond health concerns. In fact, a
recent survey by Bay Alarm Med-
ical found that 80 percent of med-
ical alert device wearers worry
less when their adult children
travel because they feel the
device provides an adequate sup-
port system. If you decide to help
protect the senior in your life
with a wearable medical alert
system, it’s also wise to look for a
caring, people-first, ethical
provider. Bay Alarm Medical, for
example, implemented a Code of
Ethics it follows for uncompromis-
ingly ethical and transparent
business practices. The company
vows to prioritize customers over
sales, make pricing publicly
accessible and never pressure
customers into a product or ser-
vice they do not need, among
other safeguards.
National Senior Citizens Day is

a day to commemorate the great
ways in which seniors have helped
us and we should show them how
thankful we are every day. Simple
steps such as a home safety walk-
through, staying connected and
providing the tools to enhance
their physical and emotional well-
being can go a long way in reduc-
ing the stress of aging for seniors
and their loved ones.

On National Senior Citizens Day,ThreeWays
To Celebrate The Older Generation

On National Senior Citizens Day
and all year long, show older
people you care by helping them
live safely in their homes.

(NAPSA)—You can nourish and
beautify your deck with new
Thompson’s WaterSeal Penetrat-
ing Timber Oil, a unique triple
blend of fast-absorbing oils that
protects with just one coat. Avail-
able at The Home Depot in Nat-
ural, Pecan, Walnut, Redwood and
Teak color options. Learn more at
www.thompsonswaterseal.com.

* * *
A new, energy-efficient air con-

ditioner or heat pump system such
as the Acclimate Series from the
Luxaire brand of Johnson Controls
can provide energy-efficient heat-
ing, ventilation and air-condition-
ing. Learn more at www.luxaire.com,
www.youtube.com/LuxaireHVAC
and @LuxaireHVAC on Twitter or
call (877) 874-7378.

* * *
At Blanco, you can find sinks,

faucets and accessories to make
your home a welcoming place for
many generations. Learn more at
www.blancoamerica.com.

* * *

LiftMaster’s MyQ technology
lets you open, close and control
your garage door opener and home
lighting from the MyQ app. Learn
more at www.LiftMaster.com.

* * *
When shopping for appliances,

look for convenient storage, energy
efficiency, accessibility and reliabil-
ity—all found in the heavy-duty, pro-
fessional-grade, stainless steel
Frigidaire Professional appliances.
They’re compatible with standard-
sized spaces so each piece easily fits
in any kitchen. Learn more at
www.frigidaire.com.

***
Money is like manure. If you
spread it around, it does a lot
of good. But if you pile it up in
one place, it stinks like hell.

—Clint Murchison, Jr.
***

***
Giving is the secret of a healthy
life. Not necessarily money, but
whatever a man has of encour-
agement and sympathy and
understanding.

—John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
***

***
Public sentiment is everything.
With public sentiment, nothing
can fail; without it nothing can
succeed.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
I paint forms as I think them,
not as I see them.

—Pablo Picasso
***

***
I have stepped out upon this
platform that I may see you and
that youmay see me, and in the
arrangement I have the best of
the bargain.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
If dabbling in art didn’t amuse
me, I beg you to believe that I
wouldn’t do it.

—Pierre-Auguste Renoir
***

***
On the floor I am more at ease.
I feel nearer, more a part of the
painting, since this way I can
walk around it, work from the
four sides and literally be in the
painting.

—Jackson Pollock
***

***
I never decided at all to be an
artist; being an artist seems to
have happened to me.

—Anne Truitt
***

***
If you take no risks, youwill suf-
fer no defeats. But if you take
no risks, you win no victories.

—Richard Nixon
***

***
Good ideas are not adopted
automatically. Theymust be dri-
ven into practice with coura-
geous impatience.
—Admiral Hyman Rickover

***

***
Even if you’re on the right track,
you’ll get run over if you just sit
there.

—Will Rogers
***




