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(NAPSA)—If your children surf
the Web, odds are you’ve got a lot
to talk about.
Nearly half of all kids (47 per

cent) admit to looking up or read
ing about “touchy” subjects online,
but far fewer (35 percent) have
spoken with their parents about
them.
Experts say that communica

tion gap could leave kids and par
ents at a loss, according to the Nor
ton Online Living Family Survey.
In fact, as more youngsters

lead online lives, family advocates
say it’s increasingly important for
parents to not only monitor their
surfing, but also to talk with their
children about their virtual world,
just as they would discuss school
and other realworld issues.

Teachable Moments
Now a new Webbased product

could help parents do just that. It
sends customized email alerts
when a child breaks a parent’s
preset rule for the Net, helping
moms and dads identify “teach
able moments” when they can talk
with their children about online
behavior. Called OnlineFam
ily.Norton, it’s free from Symantec
at www.onlinefamily.norton.com.
“Parents talk to their kids about

what’s appropriate behavior in the
real world; it’s time to do the same
online. The idea isn’t to spy, it’s to
have a conversation about what
they’re actually doing online,” says
Marian Merritt, an Internet safety
advocate. She offers these tips:

• Set House Rules—Set rules
and explain to your children what
type of Web content and behavior
are and are not appropriate. If you
need some guidance, the Norton
product automatically creates age
appropriate settings for each
child—all of which parents can eas
ily change.

• Seize Opportunities—If
house rules forbid a child from
sending IMs to strangers, the prod
uct will send an alert if he attempts

to do so. Parents can then use the
email to gain insight into their
child’s Web life and as a starting
point for a conversation about
safely communicating online.

• Lines Of Communication—
Building trust with kids is key to
keeping the lines of communication
open. The product does not have a
“stealth” mode, which means kids
always know when the service is on,
just like they always know what the
“house rules” are. Plus, the product
provides builtin messaging that
lets kids send information to their
parents about their intentions if
they’ve attempted to visit a blocked
site. “It’s all about communicating
with one another,” says Merritt.

Valuable Insight
Since its launch, Merritt says

the security service has provided
parents with more than 90 million
teachable moments. These mo
ments are opportunities that par
ents are craving—according to
research from the Norton Online
Living Family Survey, moms and
dads are more concerned about
Internet threats than even the
threat of drugs. So if you’re con
cerned about finding a time to talk
with your kids about online safety,
Online Family.Norton can help.
For more information or to use

the product for free, visit
www.online family.norton.com.

Where InTheWorldWideWeb IsYour Child?
WebBased Product Helps Parents Protect Kids

A new Webbased product could
help keep young surfers safe and
connected to parents.

(NAPSA)—The digital world is
changing the way teens and par
ents interact. The old ways of
interacting, like sports and other
competitive activities where
moms and dads connect with
their teens side by side to accom
plish set tasks and goals together,
are losing ground to more com
pelling online activities. With
online social networks such as
Facebook, Twitter and MySpace
taking away from daily family
face time, parents are in search of
new ways to interact with teens
in person while respecting their
independence.
Connecting with teens while

bridging the generation gap is
possible with the right insight and
knowledge of new technologies
that are already on teen radars.
An innovative new adventure
game could help families share
the joy of interacting in person
and allow teens to teach parents a
thing or two about gaming to ease
the difficulties of translating the
world of teen “cool.”
Called “Spyborgs,” the game is

available exclusively for Wii, the
popular familyfriendly game sys
tem. The game offers an action
packed battle for any twoplayer
team ages 13 and older. Allowing
teens to battle alongside their par
ents as a cybernetically enhanced
group of superheroes, the Wii
brawler emphasizes helping team
mates find solutions together to
defeat evildoers.
“Spyborgs offers kids and par

ents a fun and exciting way to
connect in the world of gaming,”
notes Tanya Anderson, Games
and Entertainment Editor for
Kidzworld.com.

With busy work and school
schedules, teens and parents are
finding it more difficult to find
free time to enjoy family activi
ties. Designed around making
twoplayer teams flexible, players
can join or leave the game at any
time without interrupting the
action.
The game also allows teens to

teach their parents a thing or two
about gaming by utilizing the
easytouse, motionsensitive con
trols of the Wii. The more skilled
players become, the more vari
eties of stylized talents family
duos can teach one another to
defeat onscreen enemies. As the
game progresses, both kids and
parents can learn new skills and
work as a team to accomplish the
mission at hand.
“Spyborgs” is now available from

Capcom Entertainment. To learn
more about the game or watch a
video, visit www.spyborgs.com.

ConnectingWith Teens ThroughTechnology

A new game helps parents and
teens connect.

(NAPSA)—American teens have
increasingly found ways to give
back to their communities. In fact,
a recent report from the Corpora
tion for National & Community
Service showed a surge in volun
teering among young adults ages
16 to 24. The number of these
young volunteers increased by
400,000 nationally in just one year
to 8.2 million.
Many of these youngsters vol

unteer to fulfill community service
requirements set forth by their
high schools, and many of the stu
dents—such as 18yearold Nicole
Burdett, a high school senior—do
not know what to expect when
they first volunteer.
“At first, I was regretting hav

ing to go,” says Burdett, who,
along with classmates, hosted a
senior citizen dance at an
assistedliving home. “At the end,
I was like, I want to keep volun
teering. It was so much fun.”

A Tradition Of Helping
For the past seven years, Vol

unteers of America and the Major
League Baseball Players Trust
have partnered to foster volun
teerism in high schools nation
wide through “Action Teams” like
Burdett’s. These teams, consist
ing of Major League Baseball
players and student team cap
tains, work together to encourage
other young people to get
involved in their communities.
The involvement of the ballplay
ers provides muchneeded moti
vation and role models for teens
to follow.

Last year, the program was
active in more than 20 cities
nationwide. This year, thanks to a
new online initiative, more than
138 high schools across the U.S.
are involved. To date, participants
have inspired more than 19,000
high school students to help more
than 80,000 people in need.
Action Teams have partici

pated in service projects at Volun
teers of America programs and
other locations coast to coast—
from sorting donations at food
pantries to organizing neighbor
hood cleanups and even playing
video games with senior citizens.
For more information about the

program, or to download an appli
cation to start a new Action Team
in an area high school, visit
www.VolunteersofAmerica.org/action
team. You can also call 703341
5034.

Teens Make A Difference

Curtis Granderson of the Detroit
Tigers is one of many profes
sional baseball players partner
ing with Action Teams of high
school students to help encour
age volunteerism.

(NAPSA)—An Area Agency on
Aging can be an excellent source
for information about retirement
planning, financial assistance,
legal services, employment and
other community resources for
older adults. To learn more, call
(800) 6771116 or visit
www.eldercare.gov.

** ** **
The best comparison shopping

sites provide information on prod
ucts and sellers. For example, at
PriceGrabber.com consumers can
quickly obtain free, unbiased
information about products, ser
vices, merchants and sellers
before making a decision about
what to purchase. Learn more at
www.pricegrabber.com.

** ** **
A highquality propylene glycol

winterization fluid can provide
freeze and burst protection as low
as 50˚F, and is generally safe for
people and the environment.
DOWFROST™ RVR is specially for
mulated for use in RVs and is
readily biodegradable to help pro
tect the environment.

** ** **
National Popcorn Poppin’

Month is a great time to celebrate
the nation’s favorite munchable
maize. Whether you make it
sweet, savory, salty, plain or
pumped up, this fun food is eco
nomical and good for you. For
more facts and recipes, visit
www.popcorn.org.

** ** **
When you move, you need cov

erage for damage to—or theft of—
your belongings in transit. To

learn more, contact an agent or
broker with the Chartered Prop
erty Casualty Underwriter
(CPCU) designation or visit insur
ancehelp.cpcusociety.org and click
on “Find An Agent/Broker.”

** ** **
When traveling with children,

a little planning can go a long
way. Helpful travel products are
available at Target.com.

** ** **
It’s a good idea to consult an

irrigation specialist, such as
those at Rain Bird, before you
attempt to get your system set
for cooler weather. For more irri
gation tips or information, visit
www.rainbird.com or call (800)
RAINBIRD.

** ** **
The PaperTiger Wallcovering

Scoring Tool is designed to perfo
rate wallpaper without damaging
the wall and DIF Wallpaper Strip
per is safe, nontoxic and easy to
use. For more information about
removing or hanging wallpaper or
other helpful home improvement
tips, visit www.zinsser.com.

***
It is wise to remember that you
are one of those who can be
fooled some of the time.

—Laurence J. Peter
***

***
Do not bite at the bait of plea
sure till you know there is no
hook beneath it.

—Thomas Jefferson
***

***
Happiness is when what you
think, what you say and what
you do are in harmony.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***

***
We set sail on this new sea
because there is knowledge to
be gained.

—John F. Kennedy
***

***
Never discourage anyone... who
continually makes progress, no
matter how slow.

—Plato
***

     
     

       
         

   
     

     
     
       
         

     
     

     
         

           
     

     
           

       
   

     
   

           
     

       
       
           
         

       

     
         

         
       

         
       

   
       

   
     

     
     

           
       

     
     

           
     

         
         

         
       

     

     
   
         

     
         
           
       

       
     
   

           
           

       
   

             
           
   

 

       
         

       
 

           
       

 
   

     
     

   

Need Extra Money
 
For College?
 

(NAPSA)—Many college stu
dents rely on parttime jobs to 
earn money for tuition, books and 
living expenses. With retail stores 
and restaurants cutting back on 
personnel, more college students 
are turning to direct selling. 
Best known for companies such 

as The Pampered Chef and Mary 
Kay, direct selling can be a flexible 
way to earn money yearround. 
For those interested in becom

ing direct selling representatives, 
the industry’s trade group, the 
Direct Selling Association, offers 
these helpful hints: 

• Check to see if the company 
is a DSA member, which means it 
must follow the association’s rig
orous code of ethics. 
• Make sure the company sells 

an actual product or service and 
doesn’t focus only on recruiting. 
• Startup costs should be min

imal, usually just the cost of a 
sales kit. 
“Direct selling works well for 

students and recent graduates 
looking for a fun way to earn 
spending money because it enables 
them to set their own schedule,” 
said the DSA’s Amy Robinson. “For 
some, direct selling can be a satis
fying fulltime career.” 
For more information, visit 

www.directselling411.com. 




